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DE SOTO HIGH SCHOOL COURSE HANDBOOK 2016-2017 

Dedicated to Learning and Growth; Striving for Excellence 

 

Our Philosophy 

The board of education believes that the primary obligation for developing self-discipline, responsibility and respect for 

others begins at home with parents or guardians. Students who have developed these qualities usually progress well 

throughout their school career.  

Our district supports the development of attitudes, habits and behaviors that inspire and engage students to learn.  

 We promote a positive educational experience by expecting all to contribute to a school environment that is 

respectful, responsible and safe for everyone.  

 We strive to work collaboratively with parents or guardians in the holistic development of each student. 

 We believe all students have the ability to learn, improve, grow and achieve.  

 

 

Our Mission Statement 

Our mission is to provide all students the paths and opportunities needed to be successful, and to prepare our students for 

tomorrow with the essential 21st Century skills: collaboration, leadership, problem-solving, communication, innovation, 

self-initiative, social responsibility, critical thinking, technology fluency, and global awareness.  

 

De Soto provides a rigorous and relevant curriculum inclusive of opportunities for diverse classroom, online, college and 

work experiences providing a foundation for our students to lead productive and satisfying lives in our democratic society.  

 

Our district believes every student should also develop the skills to become contributors in the community in which they 

live, and to have the opportunity to be engaged in meaningful service learning. 

 

Our Vision Statement 

The De Soto School District is guided by our vision to pursue excellence by providing exemplary educational 

opportunities in academics, arts, athletics, citizenship and technology to prepare our students for their future. De Soto 

educators provide rigorous, creative and innovative programming in academic and extra-curricular offerings for students 

which are aligned with the traditional values of pride in accomplishment and hard work. In this era of school choice, we 

are proud to be the school district your children attend. 

 

Message to Students 

This course handbook is designed to assist you in developing your personalized educational plan for next year. Review 

carefully the requirements for graduation, look over course options that provide you with an opportunity to earn both high 

school and college credit, and select courses that are a match for your interests and future plans for college, career and 

life!                   

 

Success does not come without effort. You must set high expectations for your own academic success, take ownership in 

your own learning, and aspire to be a lifelong learner. Taking time to set both educational and personal goals for next 

year, aligned with thoughtful planning in your course selections is the foresight essential to your successful educational 

experience
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Nondiscrimination Policy 

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and 

policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA 

programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, or reprisal or 

retaliation for prior civil rights activity in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA.   

 

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g. Braille, large 

print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.), should contact the Agency (State or local) where they applied for 

benefits.  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through the Federal 

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than 

English. 

 

To file a program complaint of discrimination, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, (AD-3027) 

found online at: http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html, and at any USDA office, or write a letter addressed 

to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the complaint form, 

call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by:  

1. Mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture  

Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights  

1400 Independence Avenue, SW  

Washington, D.C. 20250-9410 

2. Fax: (202) 690-7442 

3. Email: program.intake@usda.gov 

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

High School Graduation Policy - De Soto Area School District

Steps to Earning the De Soto School District Diploma 

Students must have enrolled in a board-approved activity for four class periods of each day or enrolled in an approved 

alternative education program to be considered full-time.  

AND (one of the following) 

A) By achieving a grade point average of 2.00 on a 4.00 point scale (Student’s Academic Performance).  

OR 

B) By scoring at the proficient level on three (or above) and the basic level on three (or above) on the 6 subtests that 

comprise the tenth (10th) grade STATE REQUIRED TESTS.  

OR 

C) Securing a recommendation from the graduation committee (5 teachers of the student, the guidance counselor and the 

principal). A recommendation is reached by majority ballot.  

Credits required are listed under the section "Graduation Credit Requirements".  

Students must be enrolled in a board-approved activity for each class period of each day or enrolled in an approved 

alternative education program.  

 

The District Administrator shall be responsible for the general supervision and management of the graduation policy. The 

District Administrator, or if assigned the responsibility by the District Administrator, the High School Principal or the 

Guidance director shall determine if a student has satisfied the criteria in this policy.

 

 

 

http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing_cust.html
mailto:program.intake@usda.gov
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De Soto High School Graduation Credit Requirements 

Students earn ½ credit per semester course. Classroom Aide positions and guided study assignments would earn 1/4 credit 

per semester. Full time aide positions, involving the full spectrum of job responsibilities, may be awarded ½ credit, i.e., 

library aide, office aide, guidance aide, technology aide. A clearly defined set of job expectations and job responsibilities, 

and a clear method of evaluation, is expected in order for a student to earn ½ credit. Otherwise, such a position is 1/4 

credit.  

It is to be noted that meeting the minimum graduation requirements listed below will not fulfill the present 

requirements for admission to the University of Wisconsin System. Nor, will these minimums fulfill the program 

requirements for various Wisconsin Technical College programs, such as Nursing. See related information on 

specific post-graduation programs in the Guidance Office.  

 

De Soto Graduation Requirements: Class of 2017 and Beyond  

4 credits of English  

3 credits of Social Studies + Completion of Citizenship Test 

3 credits of Science  

3 credits of Math  

1.5 credits of Physical Education  

0.5 credit of Health 

1.5 credits of Vocational  

1 credit of Informational Science  

1 credit of Fine Arts/Foreign Language 

9.5 credits of Electives 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

28 credits for graduation + 20 Hours of Documented Volunteer Community Service  

 

Four Year College requirements for the University of Wisconsin System: 

English: 4 years required – Literature and rhetoric classes, oral communications, and AP English are the proper choices.    

 A University student is expected to read at a fast rate, and understand what he/she reads and to write and speak 

 effectively.    

Math: 3 years required (through Algebra II) (4 or more years are recommended, including Pre-Calculus, Calculus, or AP 

 Statistics)  

Science: 3 years required (4 years recommended, including the proper choices of Physical Science, Biology, Anatomy & 

 Physiology, Chemistry, and Physics) 

Social Studies: 3-4 years required – World Cultures, U.S. History, Geography 12, Government, Economics,  

 AP Psychology, Social Problems, Current Events are all good choices.   

Electives: chosen from above areas, fine arts, informational science, and other academic or vocational areas 

Foreign Language: UW- Madison and University of Minnesota require 2 years for admission.  The majority of colleges 

do not require a Foreign Language to be admitted, however, the typical 4-year applicant has at least two years of the same 

Foreign Language.  Students may be required to take a foreign language as part of general education requirements at the 

college level.  If you intend to enroll in a four-year university, it is in your best interest to take a foreign language and it’s 

considered a strong elective choice. 
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De Soto High School Academic Plan 

 
REQUIREMENTS        ELECTIVES/OTHER REQUIREMENTS  

 Grade 9 

 1 credit English (English 9)     3 credits of electives, vocational,  

 1 credit Math (Algebra 1, Geometry, or Alg/Geo 1)  fine arts/foreign language, or  

 1 credit Science (Physical Science)    informational science  

 1 credit Social Studies (World Cultures) 

 0.5 credit Health       

 0.5 credit Physical Education (P.E. 9)  

5 hours community service   

Grade 10 

 1 credit English (English 10)     3 credits of electives, vocational, 

 1 credit Math (Algebra 2, Geometry, or Alg/Geo 2)  fine arts/foreign language, or  

 1 credit Science (Biology)     informational science 

 1 credit Social Studies (U.S. History) 

 0.5 credit Physical Education (P.E. 10)     

 0.5 credit Vocational (Career & College Planning) 

5 hours community service   

Grade 11 

 1 credit English (World Literature)    3.5 credits of electives, vocational, 

 1 credit Math (Pre-Calculus, Algebra 2, or Alg/Geo 3) fine arts/foreign language, or  

 1 credit Science       informational science 

 1 credit Social Studies (Government & Economics)  

 0.5 credit Physical Education 

5 hours community service        

Grade 12  

 1 credit English       7 credits of electives, vocational, 

5 hours community service: You MUST complete 20 hours    fine arts/foreign language, or 

of community service between grades 9 through 12    informational science 

in order to graduate from De Soto High School. 

 

 

Flip to the last page of the Course Handbook for a Four-Year Planning Sheet 

 

 

School Counseling Department 

All students are highly encouraged to create a four-year “program of study” which will help and lead students to high 

school graduation, college admission, and successful careers. Planning which classes can be confusing and difficult, but 

the school counselor is there to advise and assist in course selection over the four years. Students and families will be 

highly informed of college admission requirements, ACT and other testing information for college or program acceptance, 

and options for paying for college such as financial aid and scholarships. Students will have the ability to meet with 

different college and military representatives to expand their knowledge and become aware of their options. All students 

will also be provided with information that will help them prepare for the “world or work” after high school.  
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School Counseling Department Continued 

To increase marketability for future employers and/or colleges, students can do many things to make them stand out from 

the crowd. These include developing a resume of skills, accomplishments, past and current jobs, and community service 

experiences, creating a career portfolio of activities and projects they have completed, and developing a solid knowledge 

of computers, finance, family responsibilities. It’s also important to remember that attending a technical college or four-

year college is always an option no matter how old a person may be.  

The school counseling office is a great place to receive information and assistance on careers and colleges. There is 

something for every student no matter what their post-high school plans are. The school counselor is available to help 

with college, career, and employment preparation along with assisting students in self-exploration.  

 

Additional Services Offered through the School Counseling Department: 

 Academic and Educational Counseling 

 Financial Aid Counseling 

 Class Scheduling 

 Liaison and Referrals to Outside Agencies  

 Parent-Teacher Conferencing 

 Post-Secondary Admissions Counseling 

 Scholarship Counseling 

 

School Counselor Contact Information:   Phone: 608-648-0115  Email: kjandrin@desoto.k12.wi.us 

 

Supervised Study (Grades 6-12) 

Supervised Study is an in-house after school program where students can get assistance from their teachers on 

assignments, get extra computer and/or research time if necessary, or extra time to complete school projects.  Teachers 

supervise students from 3:30 until 5:45 p.m. four days a week.   All students who participate in Supervised Study must 

sign-up in the Office on a daily basis in order to attend that evening’s Supervised Study. Supervised Study is designed for 

students who feel they need extra assistance and for students who need to take a test or quiz due to an absence. Students 

who are failing academically may be placed on an academic contract and will be expected to attend Supervised Study. 

Students should plan ahead for staying at Supervised Study by alerting parents the night before or in the morning of the 

day they sign themselves up to attend. Students may call home at 3:30 to remind parents that they will be staying after 

school.  Students may sign up to ride the late bus home, bring a note to leave early, or get picked up by their parents.  

 

Guidelines for Supervised Study:   

1. Bring your work with you.  

2. Be prepared to move on to another task while waiting for the teacher’s help.  

3. Work independently unless you have a good use for a study buddy and the supervising teacher has specifically 

given you permission to work together.  

4. Maintain a quiet work environment. Whisper / work quietly.  

5. Do not interrupt a teacher-student conference by “hovering” nearby. Wait until the teacher is finished working 

with a student to raise your hand and ask a question.  

6. Take care of bathroom needs before you begin work.  

7. Clean up after yourself and help straighten up the room at the end of the evening.  

8. Be sure to sign up for the late bus before noon each day you stay.  

9. You may bring snacks and beverages to Supervised Study. 

10. Supervised Study is a privilege; as with any privilege, it may be lost if it is abused.   
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UNIQUE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AT DE SOTO HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Transcripted/ Dual Credit 

Transcripted credit courses are Western Technical College and UW-Richland courses taught at De Soto High School by a 

certified high school teacher.  Students who successfully complete the high school course, receive credit from both De 

Soto High School and the college institution the class is affiliate with.  All Western Technical College credits are 

transferable to all technical colleges within the Wisconsin Technical College System and may transfer to four-year 

colleges and universities.  UW-Richland credits may transfer to two or four year colleges, universities, and technical 

colleges.  De Soto High School offers the following transcripted courses.   

UW-Richland Center: Students taking dual-credit through UW-Richland Center must meet their qualifications – 

a GPA of 3.0 and/or be in the top 25% of their class.   

o College Biology 

o Anatomy and Physiology 

Western Technical College:  

o Medical Terminology 

o Microsoft Office Suite Exploration  

o Art 4: Multi-Media Art 

o Animation and Graphic Design 

o Intro to Horticulture 

o Welding-Oxy Fuel Metals Cutting/Technology 

 

When registering for transcripted/dual credit courses, remember the following:  

1. The grades you receive for these courses will be a part of your high school AND college transcripts.  

2. Before taking a college-level course think about how it will affect your high school connections, such as extra-

curricular activities, or a part-time job. You will need enough time for the course and homework.  

3.  Set aside enough time for your college homework. You may get more homework than you are used to.  

 

 

School Board policy governing Transcripted/Dual credit courses is as follows: 

“Qualifying Juniors and eligible Seniors may participate in the dual credit program in accordance with state law 

requirements and established procedures. High School Counselor will review student registration for courses, make 

recommendations, and will encourage students to participate in the program. Students may appeal a recommended 

disapproval to a high school faculty academic committee for further consideration.  

 

Student eligibility for dual credit courses is based on an established academic record and Board of Education guidelines.  

A. (Juniors only) STATE REQUIRED TESTS – Advance level in area of emphasis.  

B. Adhere to the high school attendance and truancy policy.  

C. A cumulative grade point average of 2.0 or above on a 4.0 scale; or 2.5 grade point average in one’s area of 

emphasis.  

The District is responsible for the cost of the college tuition and materials when enrolling for a dual credit course. All 

materials/textbooks will need to be returned to the high school teacher at the completion of the course.  The District shall 

pay for no more than the equivalent of 18 post-secondary semester credits per student.” 
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Advanced Placement (AP) Courses 

AP courses are college level classes taught in high school following a specific curriculum developed by the College 

Board, university professors, and high school teachers.  If a student “passes” an AP exam (given in May) many colleges 

will grant college credit.  De Soto High School offers the following AP courses:  

o AP English Literature and Composition 

o AP Psychology 

o AP Statistics  

o AP U.S. History 

 

Youth Options 

Wisconsin’s Youth Options program allows public high school juniors and seniors who meet certain requirements to take 

post-secondary courses at a UW institution, a Wisconsin technical college or one of the state’s participating private 

nonprofit institutions of higher education.  Approved courses can count toward high school graduation as well as for 

college credit.  The program opens the door to greater learning opportunities for motivated students who are considering a 

technical career, students wishing to begin college early, or students who want to prepare themselves to enter the 

workforce immediately after high school graduation. 

 

Under Youth Options a student will not have to pay for a college course if the school board determines the course 

qualifies for high school credit and is not comparable to a course already offered in the school district.  If the school board 

approves the course, the student can receive both high school and college credit upon successful completion of the course.  

A student, who successfully completes his or her high school graduation requirements, will earn a high school diploma 

regardless of whether the requirements were met while attending the high school or college. 

If you wish to participate in the Youth Options program: 

1. Discuss your plans or any questions you have with the school counselor  

2. Pick up a Youth Options application in the School Counseling office 

3. Submit your completed application to the School Counseling office by March 1, 2016 for first semester courses 

and October 1, 2016 for second semester courses.   

4. Keep in mind that institutional entrance requirements apply.  

5. Remember that not all college courses are offered 1
st
 and 2

nd
 semester.  

 

Course Options 

Course Options allows students to take up to two courses at any time that are offered by other Wisconsin school districts, 

charter schools, various institutions of higher education, and approved nonprofit organizations at no cost to the student. 

Students interested in Course Options should talk to the School Counselor to determine if their schedule allows for this 

while making sure graduation requirements are being met. Please note that educational institutions to which students may 

apply have admission criteria and specific deadlines to meet. For more information, including School Board approval and 

deadlines, please visit the School Counseling office.   

 

OdysseyWare 

Online classes are available for upperclassmen and are perfect for the independent learner. Look into taking an 

OdysseyWare class if you are looking for a specific elective outside of what is provided at De Soto High School. You’ll 

be sure to find something of interest to you as there are a wide variety of classes from which to choose from! Time 

management is critical when taking an online class as students work at their own pace but still need to meet semester 

deadlines.  
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Youth Apprenticeship 

Youth Apprenticeship (YA) integrates school-based and work-based learning to instruct students in employability and 

occupational skills defined by Wisconsin industries.  Local programs provide training based on statewide youth 

apprenticeship curriculum guidelines, endorsed by business and industry.  Students are instructed by qualified teachers 

and skilled worksite mentors.  Students are simultaneously enrolled in academic classes to meet high school graduation 

requirements, in a youth apprenticeship related instruction class, and are employed by a participating employer under the 

supervision of a skilled mentor. Key Elements of the youth apprenticeship program are:  

 Industry Industry-developed skill standards 

 Exposure to multiple aspects of the industry 

 Skilled mentors assigned to train the students 

 Paid on-the-job work experience 

 Related classroom instruction concurrent with work-based learning 

 Curriculum guidelines for all programs 

 Performance evaluation of demonstrated competencies 

 State-issued skill certificate 

For more information, including School Board approval and deadlines, please visit the School Counseling office.  

http://www.dwd.wisconsin.gov/youthapprenticeship/.  

 

CO-OP Work Program 

The co-operative work program is designed to provide students with the opportunity to pursue additional experience and 

exposure to the workplace by being involved with on-site work experience. This program allows the student to work 

outside of school during the school day and receive credit based on the number of hours worked. Work sites must be 

found by the student and applications must be approved by the Alliance Committee. Students must maintain academic 

(passing grades) and behavioral eligibility or participation in the CO-OP Work Program may be discontinued.   

Application forms are available in Counselor’s office and should be submitted to the Guidance Counselor.  

 

Students enrolling in co-op work are required to take the Job Skills class. Exceptions are only made when scheduling 

conflicts preclude such enrollment and need to be approved by the Alliance Committee.  Students who wish to participate 

must obtain the paperwork from the school office and submit it to the Alliance Committee mailbox no later than two 

weeks before the start of each semester. 

  

Independent Study Program 

The purpose of the independent study program is to enable students, who have proven they can work independently, to 

study courses that cannot be pursued in the regular curriculum. Independent study is a serious undertaking that requires 

extra effort on the part of teachers and students. When you ask a teacher to do an independent study you are asking that 

they teach an extra class.  

 

Teachers have no obligation to accept independent study students. Please be polite and understanding should you make 

such a request and receive "no" as an answer. Students who receive a teacher's permission to enroll in an independent 

study class must complete an independent study request. This form is available in the School Counseling office and must 

be signed by the student, parent, teacher, School Counselor, and the Principal.  It is important that you enroll in a regular 

class while your application is pending. (See Drop/Add section)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.dwd.wisconsin.gov/youthapprenticeship/
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ADDITIONAL CREDIT OPPORTUNITIES 

Students must be enrolled in a regular class while application is being processed.  

This option is reserved for 11th and 12th grade students.

CLASSROOM AIDES 

Credit Type: Elective    Grade Level: 11-12   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.25/sem (Pass/Fail)  Course #: Semester 1: YTY12011 – Semester 2: YTY12012    

Prerequisites: None 

A limited number of students have the opportunity to share their scholastic and clerical skills through the student aide 

program. These opportunities are reserved for Juniors and Seniors. Students, who accept these responsibilities work 

closely with professional and paraprofessional staff, observe and participate in the world of work.  

 

Student aides may be found at all grade levels in all buildings and areas of the district. The students function as youth 

tutoring youth, supplemental paraprofessional or as teacher assistants. It is expected that the student functioning as a tutor 

will have already completed the class in which they are assigned. Generally, there will be only one student per classroom 

assignment.  

 

Students may obtain the necessary request form in the guidance office. Each student is allowed only one request per 

semester. These applications require the signatures of the student, parent, teacher, counselor and principal and must be 

approved by the Alliance Committee. Students are expected to be in the assigned classrooms; students found wandering 

the halls will be removed from their assignment and placed in an academic class.   

 

OFFICE AIDE (In-School Work Service) 

Credit Type: Elective    Grade Level: 11-12   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.25/sem (Pass/Fail)  Course #: OFFICEWK  Prerequisites: None 

This course is available to students who wish to gain experience in a practical work setting. Students will learn on-the-job 

skills such as workplace communication, working as a team or independently, and work ethics. One position is available 

in the district office. The other positions are working with the principal's secretary in the MS-HS office. Only one student 

may be assigned to each block.  

 

LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER AIDE (Media Center Assistant) 

Credit Type: Elective    Grade Level: 11-12   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.25/sem (Pass/Fail)  Course #: LMCAIDE  Prerequisites: None 

Library Media Center student aides will assist the school Library Media Specialist with a variety of tasks. Aides will assist 

with circulation desk, stacks maintenance and collection management operations. Aides will also learn on-the-job skills 

including assisting students and staff, organization of media, creative advertising and independent working. A maximum 

of two students may be assigned to each block.  

 

 

TECHNOLOGY ASSISTANT (Assists Mr. DuWayne Gronning) 

Credit Type: Vocational/Informational Science  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.25/sem (Pass/Fail)   Course #: ITAIDE Prerequisites: None 

This is very much like an apprenticeship position working with the school district's technology coordinator. Students work 

with teachers and technology throughout the building. 
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UNDERSTANDING YOUR HIGH SCHOOL RECORD

Drop/Add 

Students are required to maintain a full load of classes. A full load would be a minimum of 8 classes. Classes cannot be 

dropped after the opening of each semester unless permission of the guidance counselor is given. Students considering 

any change in their schedules are highly recommended to meet with the guidance counselor prior to the first day of classes 

to increase the likelihood that the request can be accommodated. No class will be dropped after the 5th day of the 

semester without a withdraw/fail grade recorded on the student’s transcripts. A student requesting to drop a class within 

the 5 day period can do so under the following conditions:  

1. To replace a class with another class that aligns with the student’s previously established post-secondary 4-year plan.  

2. To replace a study hall with a credited class.  

3. All other requests will be reviewed by the Alliance committee.  

 

Grading 

Report cards at De Soto High School are marked under a system of 9 grades.  

1. "A" indicates Advanced or exceptional work exceeding the course requirements. Effort, scholarship and work 

ethic are of superior quality when an "A" is earned.  

2. "B" indicates Proficient or above average work; this generally qualifies for college entrance.  

3. "C" indicates Basic or satisfactory accomplishment of course work.  

4. "D" indicates Minimal or poor quality work: it is a passing grade.  

5. "F" is a failing grade. It is not passing.  

6. "I" or incomplete grade must be made-up within two weeks of the end of the grading period. A failing grade is 

assigned after two weeks.  

7. "W" grade, or withdrawal, is assigned with the grade to date, i.e. W/F, W/C. Withdrawals are not voluntary. This 

means that a grade of W/F is assigned unless there are extenuating circumstances as determined by the counselor 

and principal.  

8. "M" grade, or medical, is available as needed in medical leave situations. This does not carry credit; it is used for 

explanatory purposes.  

9. "P" grade, or pass, is available; it is rarely used. 

 

Semester Grades 

Semester grades will be the only grades that appear on the official senior high school transcript. Semester grades shall be 

determined by the teacher based upon a composite of all the assignments/tests of the semester. All other grade reports 

generated during a semester are only an indication of progress. Grading is a teacher's prerogative.  

 

High School Transcripts 

 

All post-secondary educational institutions require that an official copy of your transcript be included in your application 

for admission. What is taken into consideration is the applicants four-year grades, cumulative GPA, class ranking and 

attendance record. Transcripts can be requested in writing at the High School Office or Guidance Office.  
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Academic Recognition 

The future belongs to the educated, and our school exists to ensure that our young adults are prepared to live and thrive in 

that future. Therefore, we celebrate successful academic achievement.  

At De Soto High School, academic excellence is rewarded with an Academic Letter. Earning an academic letter is a three-

step process. Each semester the students have a chance to earn an academic letter. The first two semesters that the student 

meets the requirements, the student will receive a certificate. On the third semester that the student meets the 

requirements, he/she will receive an Academic Letter. The Academic Letter is a chenille letter "D" similar to that earned 

by varsity athletes. A significant difference in the letter award for academics is the word “ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE” 

sewn onto the letter, distinguishing it from the athletic letter. Students earn the academic letter by consistently earning 

good grades in the classroom--with an emphasis on consistency.  

The requirements for achieving this goal are listed below.  

 A student with a GPA of 3.5 in two consecutive semesters will receive a certificate. 

 Students can only receive one chenille letter during their high school career. (This letter will be given upon the 

completion of their third full semester at the GPA level of 3.5 or higher.)  

 If a student has already earned an Athletic, Band, etc. letter, the student will have a choice of being awarded a 

Lamp of Learning pin in lieu of an Academic chenille letter or the chenille letter.  

 Students who achieve this honor in subsequent semesters shall be eligible for a Lamp of Learning pin (for each 

additional semester) that can be attached to the chenille Athletic or Academic letter.  

 There can be no letter grade below a "B", and no incomplete grades.  

 The student must be a full time student, carrying a full course load according to the De Soto Board of Education 

policy for full time student.  

 

Adopted by School Board: December 11, 2007
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Career Clusters and Pathways - https://www.wicareerpathways.org/Students  
 

 

Agriculture, Food, & National Resources - Careers in 

agriculture, food and natural resources involve the production, 

processing, marketing, distribution, financing and development 

of agricultural commodities and resources. These include food, 

fuel, fiber, wood products, natural resources, horticulture and 

other plant and animal products/resources. 

Activities that describe what I like to do: 

 Learn how things grow and stay alive  

 Make the best use of the earth’s natural 

resources  

 Hunt and/or fish  

 Protect the environment  

 Be outdoors in all kinds of weather 

 Plan, budget, and keep records  

 Operate machines and keep them in good 

repair  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Self-reliant  

 Nature lover  

 Physically active  

 Planner 

 Creative problem solver  

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Nursery Worker  

 Farm Worker 

 Certification/Associate Degree:  

 Veterinary Technician  

 Forestry Technician  

 Meat Processer  

 Farm Manager 

 Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Animal Scientist  

 Toxicologist  

 Horticulturist  

 Biochemist 

Career Pathways 

 Food Products and Processing 

Systems 

 Plant Systems 

 Animal Systems 

 Power, Structural & Technical 

Systems 

 Natural Resource Systems 

 Environmental Service 

Systems 

 Agribusiness Systems 

 

The Architecture and Construction cluster prepares individuals 

for careers in designing, planning, managing, building, and 

maintaining the built environment. Individuals pursuing a career in 

the Architecture and Construction cluster work on new structures, 

restorations, additions, alterations, and repairs.  

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Read and follow blueprints and/or 

instructions  

 Picture in my mind what a finished product 

looks like  

 Work with my hands  

 Perform work that requires precise results  

 Solve technical problems  

 Visit and learn from beautiful, historic, or 

interesting buildings  

 Follow logical, step-by-step procedures  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Curious 

 Good at following directions  

 Pay attention to detail  

 Good at visualizing possibilities  

 Patient and persistent  

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Construction Laborer  

 Roofer  

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Electrician  

 Carpenter  

 Remodeler  

 Bricklayer  

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Architect  

 Building Contractor  

 Interior Designer  

 Electrical Engineer 

Career Pathways:  

 Design/Pre Construction  

 Construction 

 Maintenance/Operations 

 

 

 

https://www.wicareerpathways.org/Students
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Arts, audio/video technology and communications 

careers include designing, producing, exhibiting, 

performing, writing and publishing multimedia content. 

This field also involves the visual and performing arts, 

journalism and entertainment services. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Use my imagination to communicate new 

information to others  

 Perform in front of others  

 Read and write  

 Play a musical instrument  

 Perform creative, artistic activities  

 Use video and recording technology 

 Design brochures and posters 

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Creative and imaginative  

 Good communicator/good vocabulary  

 Curious about new technology  

 Relate well to feelings and thoughts of others  

 Determined/tenacious   

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Food Stylist  

 Musician  

Certification or Associate 

Degree:  

 Caption Writer  

 Graphic Designer  

 Photographer  

 Stage Manager 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Music Therapist  

 Dancer  

 Broadcast Engineer 

 Journalist 

Career Pathways: 

 Audio and Video 

Technology and Film 

 Printing Technology 

 Visual Arts 

 Performing Arts 

 Journalism and 

Broadcasting 

 Telecommunications 

 

 

 

Business management and administration 

careers encompass planning, organizing, 

directing and evaluating business functions that 

are essential to efficient an d productive 

business operations. These career opportunities 

are available in every sector of the economy. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Perform routine, organized activities but can 

be flexible 

 Work with numbers and detailed information  

 Be the leader in a group  

 Make business contacts with people  

 Work with computer programs  

 Create reports and communicate ideas  

 Plan my work and follow instructions without 

close supervision  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Organized  

 Practical and logical  

 Patient  

 Tactful  

 Responsible 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Bank Teller 

 Hotel Clerk  

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Accountant 

 Office Assistant 

 Retail Manager 

 Sales Broker 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Accountant- CPA 

 Hospital Manager  

 Human Resource Manager 

 Marketing Manager 

Career Pathways: 

 Administrative Services 

 Business Information 

Management 

 General Management 

 Human Resource 

Management 

 Operations Management 
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Careers in education and training involve planning, 

managing, and providing education and training 

services, as well as related learning support services. 
 

 

 
Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Communicate with different types of people  

 Help others with their homework or to learn 

new things 

  Go to school 

 Direct and plan activities for others  

 Handle several responsibilities at once  

 Acquire new information  

 Help people overcome their challenges 

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Friendly  

 Decision maker  

 Helpful Innovative/Inquisitive  

 Good listener 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Aerobics Instructor  

 Child Care Assistant 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Computer Installation  

 Child Care Provider  

 Early Childhood Educator  

 Sign Language Interpreter 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Teacher  

 Librarian  

 Vocational Rehab Counselor 

 School Counselor 

Career Pathways: 

 Administration & 

Administrative Support 

 Professional Support 

Services 

 Teaching/Training 

 

 

 

 

People working in finance are involved in developing services 

for financial and investment planning, banking, insurance and 

business financial management. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Work with numbers  

 Work to meet a deadline  

 Make predictions based on existing facts  

 Have a framework of rules by which to 

operate  

 Analyze financial information and interpret it 

to others  

 Handle money with accuracy and reliability  

 Take pride in the way I dress and look  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Trustworthy  

 Orderly  

 Self-confident  

 Logical  

 Methodical or efficient 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Bill & Account Collector  

 Cashier  

Certification or Associate 

Degree:  

 Claim Adjuster  

 Loan Officer  

 Certified Financial Analyst  

 Financial Planner 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Actuary  

 Credit Analyst  

 Business Consultant  

 Economist 

Career Pathways: 

 Accounting 

 Banking Services 

 Business Finance 

 Insurance 

 Securities and Investments 

  



17 

 

 

People working in government and public 

administration careers execute governmental functions 

including governance, national security, foreign service, 

planning, revenue and taxation, regulation, and 

management and administration at the local, state and 

federal levels. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Be involved in politics  

 Negotiate, defend, and debate ideas and topics  

 Plan activities and work cooperatively with 

others  

 Work with details  

 Perform a variety of duties that may change often  

 Analyze information and interpret it to others  

 Travel and see things that are new  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Good communicator  

 Competitive Service-minded  

 Well-organized  

 Problem solver 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Mail Carrier 

 Infantry Forces 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Postmaster  

 Coroner  

 Paralegal  

 Judicial Reporter 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Accountant  

 Political Scientist  

 Urban Planner  

 Lawyer 

Career Pathways: 

 Governance 

 National Security 

 Foreign Service 

 Planning 

 Revenue and Taxation 

 Regulation 

 Public Management 

 
 

 

Health Services: Planning, managing and providing 

therapeutic services, diagnostic services, health 

informatics, support services, and biotechnology 

research and development are all functions of health 

science careers. 

 
Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Work under pressure  

 Help sick people and animals  

 Make decisions based on logic and information  

 Participate in health and science classes  

 Respond quickly and calmly in emergencies  

 Work as a member of a team  

 Follow guidelines precisely and meet strict 

standards of accuracy  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Compassionate and caring  

 Good at following directions  

 Conscientious and careful  

 Patient  

 Good listener 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Certified Nursing Assistant  

 Food Service Worker 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Emergency Medical Technician  

 Ultra Sound Technician  

 Nurse  

 Physical Therapist Assistant 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Athletic Trainer  

 Dietician  

 Surgeon  

 Psychiatrist 

Career Pathways: 

 Therapeutic Services 

 Diagnostic Services 

 Health Informatics 

 Support Services 

 Biotechnology Research 

and Development 
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Hospitality and tourism encompasses the management, 

marketing and operations of restaurants and other facilities 

and services including lodging, attractions, recreation 

events and travel-related services. 
 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Investigate new places and activities 

 Work with all ages and types of people  

 Organize activities for others  

 Have a flexible schedule  

 Help people make up their minds  

 Communicate easily, tactfully, and 

courteously  

 Learn about other cultures 

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Compassionate and caring  

 Good at following directions  

 Conscientious and careful 

 Patient  

 Good listener 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Cake Decorator  

 Waiter/Waitress 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Conference Planner  

 Taxidermist  

 Chef  

 Hotel Manager 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Curator 

 Zookeeper 

 Director of Sales & Marketing  

 Park Ranger 

Career Pathways: 

 Restaurant and 

Food/Beverage Services 

 Lodging 

 Travel & Tourism 

 Recreation, Amusements & 

Attractions 

 

 

 

Employment in human services focuses on families 

and human needs. 
 

 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Care about people, their needs, and their 

problems  

 Participate in community services and/or 

volunteering  

 Listen to other people’s viewpoints  

 Help people be at their best  

 Work with people from preschool age to 

old age  

 Think of new ways to do things  

 Make friends with different kinds of people  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Good communicator/good listener  

 Caring 

 Non-materialistic  

 Intuitive and logical  

 Non-judgmental 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Fitness Instructor  

 Nanny 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Cosmetologist  

 Child Care Assistant  

 Mortician  

 Personal Trainer 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Psychologist  

 AODA Counselor  

 Clergy  

 Psychiatrist 

Career Pathways: 

 Early Childhood 

Development & Services 

 Counseling & Mental Health 

Services 

 Family & Community 

Services 

 Personal Care Services 

 Consumer Services 
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Information technology entry level, technical and 

professional careers relate to the design, development, 

support and management of hardware, software, 

multimedia and systems integration services. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Work with computers  

 Reason clearly and logically to solve complex 

problems  

 Use machines, techniques, and processes  

 Read technical materials and diagrams  

 Solve technical problems  

 Adapt to change  

 Play video games and figure out how they 

work 

  Concentrate for long periods without being 

distracted  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Logical/analytical thinker 

 See details in the big picture  

 Persistent  

 Good concentration skills  

 Precise and accurate 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Careers in this field require more 

than minimal experience or on 

the job training. 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Network Specialist  

 Sound Manager  

 Graphic Designer  

 Computer Support Specialist 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Animator 

 Webmaster  

 Software Engineer  

 Computer Programmer 

Career Pathways: 

 Network Systems 

 Information Support & 

Services 

 Web and Digital 

Communications 

 Programming and 

Software Development 

 

Law, Public Safety, Corrections & Security - 

Planning, managing and providing legal, public safety 

and protective services and homeland security are 

some of the functions of law, public safety, corrections 

and security careers. This field includes professional 

and technical support services. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Work under pressure or in the face of danger  

 Make decisions based on my own 

observations 

 Interact with other people  

 Be in positions of authority  

 Respect rules and regulations  

 Debate and win arguments  

 Observe and analyze people’s behavior 

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Adventurous  

 Dependable  

 Community-minded  

 Decisive  

 Optimistic 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Dispatcher  

 Parking Enforcement 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Bailiff  

 Firefighter  

 Paralegal Assistant  

 Police Officer 

 Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Arbitrator  

 Probation/Parole Officer  

 Lawyer  

 State Patrol Officer 

Career Pathways: 

 Correction Services 

 Emergency & Fire 

Management Services 

 Security & Protective 

Services 

 Law Enforcement 

Services 

 Legal Services 

 



20 

 

Careers in manufacturing involve planning, 

managing and performing the processing of materials 

into intermediate or final products and related 

professional and technical support activities such as 

production planning and control, maintenance and 

manufacturing/process engineering. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Work with my hands and learn from hands on 

activities  

 Put things together  

 Do routine, organized and accurate work  

 Perform activities that produce tangible results  

 Apply math to work out solutions  

 Use hand and power tools and operate 

equipment/machinery  

 Visualize objects in three dimensions from flat 

drawings  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Practical  

 Observant  

 Physically active  

 Step-by-step thinker  

 Coordinated 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Engraver  

 Production Assembler 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Welder  

 Locksmith  

 Industrial Mechanic  

 Production & Planning Clerk  

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Engineering Manager  

 Mechanical Engineer  

 Sound Equipment Manager 

 Industrial Engineer 

Career Pathways: 

 Production 

 Manufacturing 

Production Process 

Development 

 Maintenance, Installation 

& Repair 

 Quality Assurance 

 Logistics & Inventory 

Control 

 Health, Safety & 

Environmental Assurance 

 
 

 

People working in marketing careers plan, manage and 

perform marketing activities to reach organizational 

objectives. 

 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Shop and go to the mall  

 Be in charge  

 Make displays and promote ideas  

 Give presentations and enjoy public speaking  

 Persuade people to buy products or to 

participate in activities  

 Communicate my ideas to other people  

 Take advantage of opportunities to make extra 

money  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Enthusiastic  

 Competitive  

 Creative  

 Self-motivated  

 Persuasive 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Antique & Collectible Dealer  

 Customer Service 

Representative 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Advertising Layout Designer  

 Broker  

 Real Estate Agent  

 Retail Manager 

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Advertising Manager  

 Research Analyst  

 Marketing Manager  

 Market Research 

Career Pathways: 

 Marketing 

Communications 

 Marketing Management 

 Marketing Research 

 Merchandising 

 Professional Selling 
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The fields of science, technology, 

engineering and mathematics involve 

planning, managing and providing 

scientific research and professional and technical services (such as physical science, social 

science and engineering). These may include laboratory and testing services, as well as research 

and development. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Interpret formulas  

 Find the answers to questions  

 Work in a laboratory  

 Figure out how things work and investigate new 

things  

 Explore new technology  

 Experiment to find the best way to do something  

 Pay attention to details and help things be precise  

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Detail-oriented  

 Inquisitive  

 Objective  

 Methodical  

 Mechanically inclined 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Statistical Clerk  

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Chemical Technician  

 Electronics Technician  

 Tool Designer  

 Food Processing Tech  

Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Anthropologist  

 Geologist  

 Physicist  

 Chemical Engineer 

Career Pathways: 

 Engineering & 

Technology 

 Science & Math 

 

 

Careers in transportation, distribution and logistics 

involve planning, management and movement of 

people, materials and goods by road, pipeline, air, rail 

and water, as well as related professional and technical 

support services such as transportation infrastructure planning and management, logistics 

services and mobile equipment and facility maintenance. 

Activities that describe what I like to do:  

 Travel  

 See well and have quick reflexes  

 Solve mechanical problems  

 Design efficient processes  

 Anticipate needs and prepare to meet them  

 Drive or ride  

 Move things from one place to another 

Personal qualities that describe me:  

 Realistic  

 Mechanical  

 Coordinated  

 Observant Planner 

Career Options:  

High School Diploma:  

 Traffic Clerk 

 Highway Maintenance 

Certification or Associate Degree:  

 Automobile Painter  

 Railroad Conductor  

 Truck Driver  

 Small Engine Technician  

 Bachelors Degree or Higher:  

 Airline Pilot  

 Travel Agency Manager  

 Astronaut  

 Public Health Sanitation 

Career Pathways: 

 Transportation Operations 

 Logistics Planning & 

Management Services 

 Warehousing & Distribution 

Center Operations 

 Facility & Mobile Equipment 

Maintenance 

 Transportation 

Systems/Infrastructure 

Planning, Management & 

 Regulation 

 Sales & Service 
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Course Credit Type

 
9

th
 10

th
 11

th
 12

th
 F/S/Y Offered 

Plant Science  Voc/Sci X X X X F Every Year 

Animal Science  Voc/Sci X X X X S Every Year 

Natural Resources – Wildlife Management  Voc/Sci X X X X S Every Year 

Agriculture Mechanics & Technology  Voc X X X X F Every Year 

Agriculture Mechanics Lab  Voc  X X X F Every Year 

Small Gas Engines/Welding in Agriculture  Voc  X X X S Every Year 

Veterinary Science, Equine, and Animal Care  Voc  X X X S EVEN Years 

Gardening Voc  X X X F EVEN Years 

Agriculture Structures and Technology (New)  Voc  X X X S ODD Years 

The Meat We Eat (Previously Food Science)  Voc  X X X F Every Year 

Greenhouse/Horticulture Production  Voc  X X X S Every Year 

Agriculture Business Management  Voc  X X X S ODD Years 

Food Processing and Analysis (New Course)  Voc   X X F Every Year 

Green Careers/Forestry  Voc   X X F Every Year 

Ag Science – Biotechnology Systems   Voc   X X S Every Year 

*TC- Introduction to Horticulture (WTC)    Voc/Sci   X X S Every Year 

Credit Type: Voc – Vocational Credit   •   Sci – Science Credit 

 

PLANT SCIENCE ES 

Credit Type: Vocational or Science Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: AGR100T   

Prerequisites: None    

The course content is divided into two parts: From Seed to Seed and FFA. The first part follows the life cycle of a plant 

from seed to seed and lays the foundation for you to learn about more complex and fascinating topics in plant biology in 

the later courses. For plants you will study corn, wheat, soybeans, cereal grains, forages. We then will move on to 

discussions of the National FFA Organization. During this time we will discuss the history, make-up, function and 

individual possibilities available to students in the National FFA Organization.  

 

ANIMAL SCIENCE ES  

Credit Type: Vocational or Science Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: AGR110T   

Prerequisites: None  

This course will concentrate on the production of animals including: dairy, beef, swine, sheep, dairy goats, and 

aquaculture.  

 

NATURAL RESOURCES -WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT ES  

Credit Type: Vocational or Science Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: AGR300T   

Prerequisites: None  

Students will explore concepts and careers in natural resource management and environmental protection.  

Concepts include: Human Demands on Natural Resources; Outdoor Recreational Enterprises; History and the Importance 

of Wildlife Conservation; Game Animals and Fish Management  

 

 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 
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AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS & TECHNOLOGY  

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR200T   

Prerequisites: None   

This course will give students both theoretical and hands on experiences in the field of Agricultural Mechanics. Topics 

that will be covered include Agricultural Mechanics and Technology Systems, Soil and Environmental Technology 

Systems, Construction Systems, Electrical Systems, Metal Fabrication, Agricultural Power Systems, Agricultural 

Equipment Systems, Technology Systems.  The second ½ of this class will be in the shop constructing wood project.  

 

AGRICULTURAL MECHANICS LAB  

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR320T   

Prerequisites: Agriculture Mechanics & Technology   

This course is designed to give students hands on practice in the field of Ag mechanics. Students are required to bring a 

project from home to be completed during the class (i.e. Tractor, machinery, equipment).  

 

SMALL GAS ENGINES/WELDING IN AGRICULTURE  

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR120T   

Prerequisites: Agriculture Mechanics & Technology 

This course is designed to give students hands on operation and maintenance of small gas engines. Care and repair will be 

the emphasis of this class. Introductory welding will also be covered 

 

VETERINARY SCIENCE, EQUINE, AND ANIMAL CARE (Formerly: Equine/Companion Animal Science) 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Odd Years – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR140T   

Prerequisites: None     

Any student who holds an interest in small animals will want to be in this class. Topics of discussion will include cats, 

dogs, birds, and other small animals. Specialty animals will also be researched. Career opportunities will be emphasized. 

The class will focus on general care and management, anatomy and physiology, reproduction, nutrition and feeding, 

disease and parasite control, and housing. This class will be supplemented with instructional lab work in the area of proper 

pet grooming, showing, and veterinary skills. 

GARDENING 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Even Years – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR130T   

Prerequisites: None  

This unit deals with gardening and gardening practices.  Topics include career opportunities, planning and preparing the 

garden site, properly planting the garden, and caring for the garden during the growing season 

 

AGRICULTURE STRUCTURES AND TECHNOLOGY (New Course) 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Odd Years – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR360S  

Prerequisites: None 

This course will focus on agricultural buildings and the technology that goes into them. Construction Systems, Electrical 

Systems, and plumbing will be covered with hands on labs for all areas. 

 

AGRICULTURE 
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THE MEAT WE EAT (Formerly: Food Science)  

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR340T   

Prerequisites: None  

The Meat We Eat is a course designed to create a more informed consumer about the quality, safety, healthfulness, and 

sustainability of muscle foods and address current issues in animal agriculture in developed and developing countries.  

Lectures will cover all aspects of muscle food production, processing, preparation, cooking, and storage.  Additionally, 

the role of muscle foods in a balanced diet will be addressed as will issues which contribute to consumers limiting or 

eliminating meats from their diets.   

 

GREENHOUSE/HORTICULTURE PRODUCTION  

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR400T  

Prerequisites: Into to Horticulture 

Cultural needs, equipment selection and operation, techniques and application of production will be emphasized in the 

school greenhouse. Students will be exposed to the requirements for labor, equipment, pest management, and cultural 

needs for the plants in these operations

 

AGRICULTURE BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Odd Years – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR420T   

Prerequisites: None  

This course will apply principles of marketing to the marketing of agriculture products. Development of marketing 

strategies for livestock and grains, including the use of future contracts, cash forward contracts, agriculture future options, 

and government programs will be discussed. Current policy and concerns in the marketing of dairy products will be 

explored. Factors impacting the international marketing of Ag products will be studied. 

 

FOOD PROCESSING AND ANALYSIS (New Course) 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR350S    

Prerequisites: None 

Food Science is a huge industry that has many jobs awaiting people. Similar to Meats we eat this course is also jammed 

packed with laboratory experiments based of various components within the food science industry. Topics covered 

include: carbohydrates, lipids, proteins, acids, bases, fermentation processes, dehydration, and chemistry of food, candy 

making and more. This is a great course for students that want to  learn a little bit more about food, or even plan on going 

into a career in the food science industry We will utilize garden and greenhouse foods to learn about food processing 

techniques such as: fermenting, canning, freezing, dehydrating, and preserving. Other topics include investigating food 

additives, viscosity and oxidative properties of food. This is a great course for students that want to learn a little bit more 

about food, or even plan on going into a career in the food science industry. 

 

GREEN CAREERS/FORESTRY  

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR330T   

Prerequisites: None  

This course will let students explore two green industries-Forestry and Landscaping. Topics in forestry include- 

Introduction to Forestry, Tree Growth and Development, Forest Management, Forest Products, Urban Forestry 

Residential.  

AGRICULTURE 
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AG SCIENCE – BIOTECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS   

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: AGR410T   

Prerequisites: Biology 

Biology students will be exposed to the field of biotechnology. Topics will include a history of biotechnology, techniques 

of the biotechnology industry, such as recombinant DNA technology, mammalian cell culture and protein purification and 

expression shall be introduced. Issues that impact both the industry and the general population such as stem cell research, 

bioterrorism and bioethics shall be examined in this course.  

 

TC - INTRO TO HORTICULTURE ES Transcripted/dual credit with WTC 

Credit Type: Vocational or Science Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: AGR310T  

 Prerequisites: Biology 

WTC requirements for the class will be followed  

3 WTC credits for those who achieve 85% or better and have registered with WTC prior to the class  

 

An overview of the horticulture profession, including its role and importance throughout history, current trends and career 

opportunities will be covered. Particular attention is given to horticulture crops, plant classification, their use, and the 

interrelationships between environment, plant growth and plant development. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AGRICULTURE 
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Course: Art Credit Type 9

th
 10

th
 11

th
 12

th
 F/S/Y Offered 

Drawing and Lines FA X X   F Every Year 

Design  FA X X   S Every Year 

2 Dimensional Art  FA X X X X F Every Year 

3 Dimensional Art FA X X X X S Every Year 

Art 3: Intermediate Painting  FA  X X X Y Every Year 

* TC Animation and Computer Graphics (WTC) FA/IS  X X X F Every Year 

Graphic Design – Visual Communications  FA   X X Y Every Year 

* TC Art 4: Multi-Media Art (WTC) FA   X X S Every Year 

Credit Type: FA – Fine Arts   •   IS – Informational Science 

 
ALL STUDENTS INVOLVED IN AN ART CLASS (ART 1-4) WILL BE ABLE TO SIGN UP FOR AN 

ART FIELD TRIPS TO ART MUSEUMS DURING THE 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR. 

- Possible locations - Chicago, Minneapolis, La Crosse, Winona, Madison 

 

DRAWING AND LINES  

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 9-10 (11-12 if space available)  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ART100T      

Prerequisites: None 

Use the right side of your brain. Take this art course and be creative. You do not have to be "artistic". Anyone can learn to 

draw and to appreciate art. By listening and following directions you will develop your own style of drawing and enjoy 

exploring the various aspects of this course.  This is a basic art course that is the foundation for taking Art II and Art III 

classes. You will need a sketchbook, Portfolio, pencils, and erasers for supplies.  This course prepares you to draw 

creatively. Exams are based on demonstration and notes on terminology and concepts covered in class.  

 

DESIGN  

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 9-10 (11-12 if space available)  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ART110T      

Prerequisites: None 

In this class you can turn fabric and paper into precise artwork that will be admired and appreciated by others. You will 

need some background in basic art (Drawing and Lines.)   Projects will include basic exercises in composition and 

balance. Then you will learn how to silkscreen (making designs on T-shirts), ink printing, string art, and designs and 

illusions using patterns. Exams are based on concepts covered, demonstrations and knowledge of terminology.  

 

TWO DIMENSIONAL ART (Formerly: Art 2: Exploration Art 1) 

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class (first semester) 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ART200T   

Prerequisites: None 

Be creative and learn different concepts and life-long skills. Seeing something that you create will be fun, challenging, 

and rewarding. You only need a basic art course (Drawing and Lines or Design) to continue your art sequence. Areas that 

will be studied are calligraphy (fancy writing), stained glass (creating sun catchers, glass etching, mirror and stepping 

stone) and ceramics.  The student will be responsible for some supplies. Exams are based on demonstrations and written 

notes on terminology and concepts covered in class.  
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THREE DIMENSIONAL ART (Formerly: Art 2: Exploration Art 2) 

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class (second semester) 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ART210T   

Prerequisites: 1 year of art or instructor’s approval 

You will need a basic art course (Art I/Craft I) to continue your Art sequence. This course will enhance your drawing 

abilities (portraits and figure drawing), explore sculptures (relief and 3-dimensional) and textiles (weavings and fabrics). 

You will learn the basic concepts with the use of different mediums (Ink, pencil, scratch-board, pastels, charcoal, clay, 

paper mashie, and yarn and fabric. Exams are based on terminology and concepts covered in demonstrations.  

 

ART 3: INTERMEDIATE PAINTING  

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 10-12       Offered: Every Year – 2 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1 ART310A - Semester 2 - ART310B  

Prerequisites: 1 year of art or instructor’s approval 

Each semester of Art III will deal with different concepts and mediums, exploring techniques in painting. Learn the basics 

of pastels, watercolors, acrylics, batik, murals, and mixed media paintings. Learn how to interpret a painting through 

composition and art history. Field trips to near-by exhibits and galleries will be scheduled throughout the year and visits to 

our class from local artists. Sketchbook assignments are required. The student will be responsible for some supplies. 

Evaluations will be based on projects, chapter exams/assignments and critiques of artwork 

 

TC-ANNIMATION AND COMPUTER GRAPHICS Transcripted/dual credit with WTC 

(Formerly: Computer Graphics/Digital Photography) 

Credit Type: Fine Arts or Informational Science  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5     Course #: ART400T   

Prerequisites: Computer use knowledge 

WTC requirements for the class will be followed  

This is a hands-on class built around the power of Adobe PhotoShop and Cartoon Animation. You will create graphics 

and photographs for personal and business use. The restoration of old photographs is one of the exciting possibilities 

opened by this new technology. Do you prefer a blue sky to one that is gray and overcast? No problem. Merge the better 

of two pictures to create the one you prefer. Or, you might simply change the colors in the sky. Sound exciting? It is! 

Digital cameras will be provided if needed.   

.  

GRAPHIC DESIGN – VISUAL COMMUNICATIONS (Yearbook – New Course)  

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 2 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: Semester 1 ART350A  - Semester 2 ART350B   

Prerequisites: Computer and digital camera use & knowledge 

In this 21
st
 century, cross curricular, project-based class, students work collaboratively by using technology such as digital 

cameras, photo editing software, and Adobe as well as online design software to digitally produce a yearbook (also use 

black and white photos – using darkroom techniques).  Students use writing skills, communication skills and creativity to 

tell the story of the school community and peers in an engaging way.  Students demonstrate knowledge of graphic design 

and think creatively when organizing information within the yearbook.  In this high school and career ready course, 

students think critically when organizing information within the yearbook.  In this course, students think critically to meet 

deadlines, track to goals and utilize multimedia to market and disseminate information that aligns with and models an 

actual business.   

Use all of your academic skills in the real-world context.  Writing, design, business, technology, and communication 

combine for a uniquely beneficial class that yields skills necessary for success in college and beyond.   
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TC-ART 4: MULTI-MEDIA ART Transcripted/ dual credit with WTC  

(Formerly: TC Art 4: Drawing Foundations) 

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ART410S  

Prerequisites: 5 semesters of art classes 

WTC requirements for the class will be followed  

Drawing is the elementary language spoken by all visual artists regardless of their specific studio specialty.  We will focus 

on developing objective, perceptual skills. This approach helps to coordinate the eye and hand. Once you have control, 

you can draw anything your mind can imagine. To reach a level of mastery, you must practice, practice, and practice.  

Your training will center on basic, traditional media and techniques. The majority of our in-class time will be hands-on 

training where we will develop eye-hand coordination. This activity will be supplemented with oral and written critiques 

and evaluations of our drawings. Other activities include sketchbook activities, readings, research, and quizzes. Keep in 

mind that Drawing is a process. It is part of a foundation upon which future imagery will gain visual authority. All artists 

seek their individual voice; this voice begins with drawing. One must learn to walk before learning how to run.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ART 

 



 

29 

 

 
Course: Business Credit Type 9

th
 10

th
 11

th
 12

th
 F/S/Y Offered 

Personal Finance Voc  X X X F Every Year 

Computer Programming 1 Voc/IS  X X X F Every Year 

Computer Programming 2 Voc/IS  X X X S Every Year 

Website Development 1 Voc/IS  X X X F Every Year 

Website Development 2 Voc/IS  X X X S Every Year 

Computerized Financial Documents 1 Voc/IS  X X X F Every Year 

Computerized Financial Documents 2 Voc/IS  X X X S Every Year 

Job Skills and Small Business Operation Voc  X X X F Every Year 

Career/College Prep (Required) Voc  X X X F/S Every Year 

*TC – Exploring Microsoft Office Suite Voc/IS  X X X S Every Year 

Cisco 1 Voc/IS   X X F/S Every Year 

Cisco 2 Voc/IS   X X F/S Every Year 

Voc – Vocational Credit   •   IS – Informational Science Credit 

 

PERSONAL FINANCE 
Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: CTE250S 

Prerequisites: None 

Personal Finance is a course designed to help you become an educated and wise consumer.  Topics to be covered include: 

career planning, post-secondary education, payroll and taxes, banking, savings, credit, money management, purchasing, 

insurance, investments, major expenses, independent living, and budgeting.  Student will develop the skills needed to 

make sound financial decisions.   

 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 1 
Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: CTE100A   

Prerequisites: None 

Computer programming 1 is a semester long course for grades 10-12.  It is an introduction to the practice of computer 

programming.  The course will cover the fundamental concepts of developing, writing, testing and correcting errors in a 

computer program.  Students will learn the procedures to follow when creating a computer program as well as the basic 

programming concepts which can be applied to any programming language used.  In this course students will learn to 

create a well-designed program to accomplish an assigned task using a prescribed programming language and the 

concepts covered in this course. 

 

COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 2 

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: CTE200B   

Prerequisites: Comp. Programming I 

Computer Programming II is a continuation of Computer Programming I.  The course will cover the fundamental 

concepts of developing, writing, testing and correcting errors in a computer program with more in-depth concepts than 

Computer Programming 1 class.  Students will learn to create a well-designed program to accomplish an assigned task 

using a prescribed programming language and the concepts covered in this course. 
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WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 1 

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: BUS100T   

Prerequisites: None 

In Website Development I, students will learn the basic fundamental concepts for creating a webpage using HTML 

(hypertext markup language).  The class will cover a variety of design and layout basics used to create webpages.  

Students will be given a set of specifications and produce a variety of webpages as class projects.   

 

WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT 2 

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester class 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: BUS110T   

Prerequisites: Website Development I 

Website Development II is a continuation of the concepts covered in Website Development I.  Students will be introduced 

to more advanced concepts in HTML and additional design concepts related to webpage creation.  Upon successful 

completion of this class, students will possess entry-level knowledge in the growing field of website development. 

 

COMPUTERIZED FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS 1 

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: BUS120A   

Prerequisites: None 

Computerized Financial Documents I will cover the basic foundations of accounting principles.  Students will learn what 

business transactions are and how to use a double-entry system (debits and credits) to keep track of these transactions.  

Students will study the complete accounting cycle of recording transactions, journalizing, balancing, adjusting, and 

preparing financial statements.  Students will complete many of their assignments on the computer.  This course will 

prepare students for post-secondary accounting courses. 

 

COMPUTERIZED FINANCIAL DOCUMENTS 2 

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: BUS120B  

Prerequisites: Comp Financial Docs I 

Computerized Financial Documents I covered debits, credits, balancing, and adjusting.  In Computerized Financial 

Documents II, students will learn more advanced concepts in accounting.  Students will complete assignments which will 

include business simulations and explore career opportunities within the field of accounting.  Students will complete many 

of their assignments on the computer.  

 

CAREER/COLLEGE PREP 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10 (Required) Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: BUS135S    

Prerequisites: None 

Career/College Prep provides a foundation for successful school-to-career transition after high school.  Students complete 

self-assessments to analyze interests and skills as well as complete online research to explore careers and college 

programs.  The options of  job shadowing, internships, and cooperative work education programs offered through high 

school and college are introduced.  Students will create job application documents (resume, cover letter) and 

correspondence which can be refined throughout high school.  Information about careers, career advancement, 

employment laws and safety will be explored. 
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JOB SKILLS AND SMALL BUSINESS OPERATION 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: BUS300T    

Prerequisites: None 

In Job Skills and Small Business Operation is designed for students who will enter the work force after high school as 

well as those who want to do the work co-op program.  This class will help prepare students to search, apply for, and 

succeed in a job.   Students will learn about their skills, how to locate jobs, how to apply for jobs, interview techniques, 

labor laws, personal appearance, and conduct as well as other information needed for successful employment.  Students 

will participate in a mock interview as well as prepare all documents needed for job application.   

 

 

TC – EXPLORING MICROSOFT OFFICE SUITE   Transcripted/dual credit with WTC  

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 10-12 Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: BUS210T  

Prerequisites: None  

WTC requirements for the class will be followed 

3 WTC credits for those who achieve 85% or better and have registered with WTC prior to the class 
This class would introduce the students to many of the features of the world’s most popular word processing, spreadsheet 

& data base program.  They would be introduced to all of the things that Microsoft Word has to offer, not just 

keyboarding.  The spreadsheet Excel is one of the most widely used documents in the business world today and is used by 

many of the world’s top employers. By having the ability to understand the basics of this program, our students will make 

themselves much more marketable in the business world.  Access is one of the best database programs available to the 

public and also has a wide range of uses in the business world of today.  The final component of this suite is PowerPoint. 

a presentation software program used throughout the world by such companies as Microsoft, Apple, etc. and is also 

widely used in the financial industry to sell their services in a very competitive business. 

 

 

CISCO 1 

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science  Grade Level: 11-12 Offered: Every Year–1 Semester Course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: CTE400A  

Prerequisites: Technology Coordinator and Instructor Approval – Independent Study Only 

Designed to educate the student with experience in current and emerging networking technology.  Topics include OSI 

model and industry standards, network topologies, IP addressing including subnet masks, networking components, and 

basic network design. Proper care, maintenance, and use of networking software, tools, and equipment are also covered 

along with safety, and environmental codes and regulations. 

 

CISCO 2 

Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science  Grade Level: 11-12 Offered: Every Year–1 Semester Course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: CTE400B  

Prerequisites: Cisco 1 & Technology Coordinator and Instructor Approval – Independent Study Only 

A continuation of CISCO I for students that includes instruction on Ethernet, token ring, fiber distributed data interface, 

beginning router configurations, and routed and routing protocols. The network administrator's role and function are also 

covered. 
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Course: EEN Credit Type 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Resource 1 Elective X X   F/S Every Year 

Resource 2 Elective   X X F/S Every Year 

Independent Living Skills Elective X X X X Y Every Year 
  

If you have an exceptional educational need, the EEN department was designed for you. If it's determined that you need 

self-contained instruction in one of the major academic areas such as written language, math, social studies, or science, we 

can provide that course work. All instruction is based on the requirements of the individualized educational plan of the 

students involved.  

 

RESOURCE 1  

Credit Type: Elective    Grade Level: 9-10  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: XRE010A – Semester 2: XRE010B 

Prerequisites: None 

Do you have an exceptional educational need? If you do, resource is for you. This is an accredited course that focuses 

entirely on work completion and comprehension of your regular education classes. You will be expected to bring the 

necessary materials to class and work like a trooper on your assignments. As appropriate, learning strategies, test-taking 

strategies and self-advocacy skills will also be addressed. Your reward, should you decide to accept this assignment, will 

be improved grades, a positive attitude, and most importantly, a great feeling about YOU! This course will be graded 

according to the grading scale established by the school's Grading Policy.  

 

RESOURCE 2  

Credit Type: Elective    Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: XRE020A – Semester 2: XRE020B    

Prerequisites: None 

For students with exceptional educational needs, this course focuses entirely on work completion and comprehension of 

regular education classes. The student will be expected to bring the necessary materials to class and work on appropriate 

assignments. As appropriate, learning strategies, test-taking strategies and self-advocacy skills will be addressed. The 

resource class is designed to provide additional aid to students with EEN academic needs to improve grades, develop a 

positive attitude, and most importantly, develop a positive feeling! This course will only be offered as a pass/fail.  
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INDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS  

Credit Type: Elective    Grade Level: 12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:XFC030A – Semester 2: XFC030B    

Prerequisites: Senior Standing 

This course builds a bridge between the real world and the school world by providing hands-on, practical experiences that 

give students a taste of survival skills for the real world before they actually enter it. The survival skills for the real world 

include units in: The Working World, Personal Finance, Independent Living, Consumer Health and Wellness, and 

Nutrition and Food Preparation.  

 The Working World – Are you going to work when you finish high school? What are you interested in doing for 

the rest of your life? Will you work for minimum wage? Are you going to be a college graduate? How many 

hours a week do you want to work? How do you get a job and keep it? How do you make a resume and complete 

a job application? Do you know what to say at a job interview?  

 Personal Finance – Will you have a checking account? Savings account? How do you write a check and balance 

a checkbook? Should you have credit cards and how do you figure out the cost of credit, interest rates, etc.?                                                                                  

 Independent Living – What are your goals for living arrangements for the next 5 years? Are you going to live on 

your own, with the folks, with another person, in a dorm or somewhere else? How much can you afford to spend 

on housing? What extra costs are involved in moving in? How much does it cost for utilities? Do you know how 

to sew on buttons, mend rips in clothing, and keep your clothes looking neat and clean? Can you use a washer, 

dryer, iron?  

 Consumer Health and Wellness – Do you know what to do in case of an emergency? Do you know basic first 

aid? Do you know how to stay well? Do you know how to make doctor and dentist appointments? Can you read 

prescription labels? Do you know where to find help if you need it?  

 Nutrition & Food Preparation – What are the basics I need to know to cook a healthy meal? What is nutrition 

and how does it affect my health and eating habits? What equipment and utensils are necessary? How do I use 

coupons when I grocery shop?  
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Course: English Credit Type 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

English 9: Literature, Lang & Comp 1 & 2 (Required) Eng X    Y Every Year 

English 10: Literature, Lang & Comp 1 & 2 (Required) Eng  X   Y Every Year 

World Literature & Language 1 & 2 (Required) Eng   X  Y Every Year 

Young Adolescent Literature 1 & 2 Eng   X X Y Every Year 

Creative Writing Eng   X X S Every Year 

Speech Eng   X X F Every Year 

American Literature & Composition 1 & 2 Eng    X Y Every Year 

AP English  Eng    X Y Every Year 

Credit Type: Eng – English 

 

ENGLISH 9 LITERATURE, LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION I  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 9  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG100A  

Prerequisites: None 

English 9 Literature, Language and Composition I is the first semester of each year. Freshmen will study short stories, a 

novel, and a variety of composition styles, poetry, drama, essays, research, communication technology, and public 

speaking. Students will learn more about themselves as they develop a stronger foundation in language arts. Our guide to 

becoming better writers will be based on the 6+1 Traits of Writing that include: Ideas, Sentence Fluency, Organization, 

Word Choice, Voice, Conventions, and Presentation.  

 

ENGLISH 9 LITERATURE, LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION II  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 9  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG100B   

Prerequisites: English 9 Semester 1  

English 9 Literature, Language and Composition II is the second semester of English 9. Freshmen will study Shakespeare, 

another novel, and more composition styles, poetry, drama, essays, research, communication technology, and public 

speaking. Students will continue to develop a stronger foundation in language arts. Our guide to becoming better writers 

will continue to be based on the 6+1 Traits of Writing.  

 

ENGLISH 10 LITERATURE, LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION I  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 10  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG200A   

Prerequisites: English 9  

In English 10 students continue the journey toward mastery of literary skills by adhering to the Common Core Standards 

in English and Language Arts for grade 10. Students will participate in reading a variety of literary genres both fictional 

and informational, practice adapting their writing for varied purposes, continue to develop their knowledge of English 

conventions and vocabulary, and participate in individual and group discussions and presentations. Students will transition 

from defining to identifying and demonstrating literary devices.  
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ENGLISH 10 LITERATURE, LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION II  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 10  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG200B  

Prerequisites: English 10 Semester 1  

In English 10 students continue the journey toward mastering of literary skills by adhering to the Common Core Standards 

in English and Language Arts for grade 10. Students will participate in reading a variety of literary genres both fictional 

and informational, practice adapting their writing for varied purposes, continue to develop their knowledge of English 

conventions and vocabulary, and participate in individual and group discussions and presentations. This class will also 

focus on twenty-first century literacy skills that utilize various technologies to research information and communicate 

findings while avoiding plagiarism. 

 

WORLD LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE I  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 11   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG300A    

Prerequisites: English 10  

In World Literature students will study ancient literature from around the world and do a number of short compositions 

including the research reports and reflective essays. Students will do ACT preparation, including daily oral language, 

journal writing, grammar practice, analogy and antonym practice, close reading practice, and writer's workshop lessons. 

Students will be evaluated on a variety of written and oral presentations as well as their effort and in-class participation.  

World Literature and Language I is a one-semester class offered the fall of each year. It is open to Juniors.  

 

WORLD LITERATURE AND LANGUAGE II  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 11   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG300B    

Prerequisites: World Language I  

World Literature and Language II is a continuation of World Literature and Composition l. Students will read and/or be 

treated to more Shakespeare, another novel, and poetry composed by some of the great authors from countries all over the 

planet allowing the student to better understand differences and discover similarities within the community of man. In 

class work will include discussions of current events related to the literature we are studying allowing contemporary spins 

on the literature students have read. The works will provide valuable models for writing about the world. Students will 

learn and practice the abstract, a journalistic narrative, dramatic writing, explanation of concepts and ideas, subject 

analysis, making proposals, argument analysis, literary analysis, creating and presenting a multi-media report, debate, and 

a research paper on a subject of their choice. Students will be evaluated on a variety of written responses, oral 

presentations, and projects as well their effort and in-class participation. World Literature and Language II is a one-

semester course offered each spring. It is open to juniors. 

 

YOUNG ADOLESCENT LITERATURE 

Credit Type: English or Elective  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5 per semester Course #: Semester 1:ENG220A – Semester 2: ENG220B    

Prerequisites: English 9 & 10  

In Young Adolescent Literature, students will read a variety of novels, poems, short stories, and scripts that deal with 

contemporary teen issues. This course will serve to deepen their understanding of the human condition in the modern 

world. Students will study literary theory, practice decoding the author’s literary choices, and uncover themes in the texts 

in order to cultivate their critical thinking skills and prepare them for issues beyond high school. Students will also 

continue to refine their writing by developing essays, scripts, and short stories that center around teen issues.  
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CREATIVE WRITING  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENGW300T    

Prerequisites: English 10 or Instructor Approval 

Creative writing is designed to aid students in their creative expression, as well as delivery of one’s writing. Students will 

read and discuss articles on the craft of writing. One quarter will focus on fiction. Students will read and evaluate the 

effectiveness of fiction of varying styles. Other writing opportunities may present themselves depending on time and 

instructor. They will write and workshop short stories to complete a final portfolio. The second quarter will focus on 

poetry. Students will learn poetic vocabulary and read interpret poems of varying styles. Students will write and workshop 

each other’s poetry to complete a final portfolio at the end of the quarter. 

 

SPEECH (Formerly: Presentation Skills)  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 11-12 Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG300S  

Prerequisites: 2 years of English and/or Instructor Approval – 15 student capacity 

In Speech, students will explore the varied world of communication and complete a variety of public speaking tasks. All 

writing assignments will be written in APA format, which will be addressed in the first portion of the class. Students 

should be prepared to write, dress the part, and present their speeches.  

 

AMERICAN LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION I  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 12   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG400A    

Prerequisites: World Language II  

In American Literature and Composition students will examine a range of fictional and informational literature from our 

country’s early literary periods. Students will work to assess historical ideas and communication practices while 

evaluating the lasting influence on modern life. Students will be expected to analyze the style, structure, and significance 

of literature. Students will need to express their findings through various methods including: formal essays, verbal 

presentations, visual/digital platforms, and group discussions.  

 

AMERICAN LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION II  

Credit Type: English   Grade Level: 12   Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: ENG400B    

Prerequisites: Am. Lit and Comp I  

In the second semester of American Literature and Composition students will examine pieces of literature from the 20th 

century. Students will assess the evolving culture of the United States and its impact on author perspective. Students will 

be expected to analyze the style, structure, and significance of literature and express their findings through a variety of 

communication methods.  
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AP ENGLISH: LITERATURE AND COMPOSITION (Formerly: TC-College Writing)  

Credit Type: English    Grade Level: 11-12       Offered: Every Year – 2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/Semester Course #: Semester 1:ENG520A – Semester 2: ENG520B        

Prerequisites: 3 years of English and/or Instructor Approval – 16 student capacity 

In Advanced Placement English, students will explore and analyze both American and British literature, as well as poetry. 

Students will have the opportunity to write both formally and informally through journals, essays, and papers. Students 

will discover the writing process, from brainstorming to outlining, revisions, and peer editing. Students will also work on 

their ability to write cohesive, analytical papers using rhetoric, structure, and theme. Students will analyze readings from a 

variety of standpoints, including social, cultural, and historical contexts. Students will be given the opportunity to take the 

AP English: Literature and Composition exam in May. This test gives students the opportunity to earn college credit, 

although it is based on score and not guaranteed. A score of 3 or higher will typically translate to college credit, though 

students should always check with their intended institution.
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Course: FACE Credit Type 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Health (Required) Health X    F/S Every Year 

Basics Foods Voc X X X X F Every Year 

The Teen Consumer Voc  X X X S ODD Years 

Teen Issues 101 Voc  X X X F Every Year 

Foreign Foods Voc  X X X S EVEN Years 

Advanced Foods Voc   X X S Every Year 

Credit Type: Health – Health   •   Voc – Vocational 

 

 

HEALTH 9  

Credit Type: Health  Grade Level: 9  (Required) Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: HLT100T   

Prerequisites: None 

This course is aimed to educate and inform students to make decisions that promote wellbeing, and financial 

responsibility.  Students will understand and be able to make positive choices related to important health topics such as: 

sexuality and relationships, violence and injury prevention, character traits and self-responsibility, drug and alcohol abuse.  

Students will also learn lifesaving skills and have the opportunity to become CPR/AED certified.  Participation in daily 

discussions, written assignments, projects, and quizzes all contribute to the student’s overall grade.  A passing grade in 

Health 9 is required for graduation. 

 

 

 

BASIC FOODS 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12 (capacity - 16)  Offered: Every Year–1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: FCE230T          

Prerequisites: None 

Basic Foods is an introductory course where students learn how to prepare and cook nutritious meals that further the 

development of healthier eating lifestyles. Students will have numerous opportunities to practice food 

preparation/sanitation skills, basic consumer decisions, and developing meal budgets. Upon completion of this course, 

students will have gained experience in a variety of cooking styles, become comfortable in using numerous kitchen 

appliances and utensils, and will have increased their ability to plan and prepare delicious and nutritious meals.   

 

 

 

 

HEALTH & FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 
 

FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 
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THE TEEN CONSUMER 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12       Offered: Odd Years – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: FCE210T        

Prerequisites: None 

This class is to empower teenagers to become an advocate for themselves and their families.  It will help students become 

a better consumer by presenting information on buying goods and services, recreation, transportation, finances, health and 

safety, rights and responsibilities and other issues that will affect students on their life outside of high school.   

 

TEEN ISSUES 101 
Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 10-12       Offered: Every Year – 1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: FCE200T        

Prerequisites: None 

This class will focus on examining the most pressing real life issues and problems facing teens today. Students will 

engage in contemplative analysis of reasons, causes, and solutions on diverse topics including: alcohol and drugs, 

bullying/cyberbullying, college/jobs, communication skills, health, money, social skills, pregnancy, social media, suicide, 

values and beliefs, and violence. Students will participate in group discussion, personal journaling and classroom 

activities/projects associated with these contemporary teen issues. 

 

FOREIGN FOODS 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 11-12 (capacity - 16)  Offered: Even Years–1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: FCE220T          

Prerequisites: Basic Foods? 

Take a tour around the world without even leaving the classroom.  We will learn to create and prepare different ethnic and 

regional foods while we learn about the culture, region, or ethnicity of the area we are studying.  Be ready to research, 

learn and prepare foods from around the world.   

 

ADVANCED FOODS 

Credit Type: Vocational  Grade Level: 11-12 (capacity - 16)  Offered: Every Year–1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: FCE235S          

Prerequisites: Basic Foods 

Advanced Foods picks up right where basic foods ends with students expanding their skills on the stovetop, in the oven, 

and on the grill. Students will be challenged with new recipes, different cooking techniques, and higher level thinking 

through food preparation, presentation, and financial decisions regarding food budgets. Students will also tour the world 

through the study of foreign foods. Students will create and prepare different ethnic and regional foods while learning 

about the culture, region, and ethnicity of the country being studied.  
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MATHEMATICS 

Course: Math Credit Type: 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Integrated Algebra/Geometry 1 Math X    Y Every Year 

Integrated Algebra/Geometry 2 Math X X   Y Every Year 

Integrated Algebra/Geometry 3 Math  X X X Y Every Year 

Algebra 1 Math X X X X Y Every Year 

Geometry Math X X X X Y Every Year 

Algebra 2 Math  X X X Y Every Year 

Pre-Calculus Math   X X Y Every Year 

Calculus  Math   X X Y Every Year 

AP Statistics  Math   X X Y Every Year 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MATHEMATICS 

  
 

Middle School Math 

Algebra I  

Geometry 

Algebra II 

Precalculus 

AP Statisitics Calculus  

Algebra/Geomety Course I 

Algebra/Geomety Course II 

Algebra/Geomety Course III 
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INTEGRATED ALGEBRA/GEOMETRY 
This sequence of math courses integrates skills from both Algebra I and Geometry. Also covered is content from the 

Number and Operations, Probability and Statistics, and Problem-Solving strands of mathematics. Successful completion 

of all three years of Integrated Algebra/Geometry is equivalent to the completion of a traditional Algebra I and Geometry 

course.  

 

ALGEBRA/GEOMETRY – YEAR 1  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 9   Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:MAT100A - Semester 1:MAT100B  

Prerequisites: None 

 

ALGEBRA/GEOMETRY – YEAR 2  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 9 -10  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:MAT200A - Semester 2:MAT200B  

Prerequisites: None 

 

ALGEBRA/GEOMETRY – YEAR 3  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:MAT300A – Semester 2: MAT300B  

Prerequisites: None 

 

************************************************************************************************** 

ALGEBRA 1  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:MAT120A – Semester 2:MAT120B  

Prerequisites: None 

This class is a study of the language, concepts, and techniques of Algebra that will prepare you to approach and solve 

problems following a logical succession of steps. Skills taught in the course lay groundwork for upper level math and 

science courses and have practical uses.  

You’ll start learning the language of mathematics while graphing in “slope intercept form” and “standard form”. You will 

use the “function notation” and solve equations. This class introduces you to a powerful reasoning tool with applications 

in many different careers and teaches you how to solve problems and think abstractly, which are skills that are necessary 

for any job.  

Assessment of skills will be accomplished through daily checks of student work, mid-unit and post-unit testing, and 

through unit projects and long term investigations that integrate mathematics with real world problem situations. Students 

will be expected to write about the mathematics they are exploring.  
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GEOMETRY  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:MAT210A – Semester 2: MAT210B  

Prerequisites: Algebra 1, or Alg/Geo 1&2 

This course is designed to emphasize the study of the properties and applications of common geometric figures in two and 

three dimensions. It includes the study of transformations and right triangle trigonometry. Inductive and deductive 

thinking skills are used in problem solving situations, and applications to the real world are stressed. It also emphasizes 

writing proofs to solve (prove) properties of geometric figures.  

 

ALGEBRA 2  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:MAT310A – Semester 2:MAT310B  

Prerequisites: Alg/Geo 2 

Algebra requires a different type of reading than does a novel or a short story. Every sentence in a math book is full of 

information and logically linked to the surrounding sentences. Just as it takes more than one class to learn English, French 

or any other language, it takes more than one class to learn the language of Algebra. That’s why we have Algebra II. 

Algebra II takes what you learned in Integrated Algebra/Geometry and/or Algebra I, reviews that knowledge and then 

extends it. You'll learn many new words in Algebra II like "polynomial", "parabola", and others such as "power", 

"function", "inequality", and "proof', which are used in everyday language but have different meanings in Algebra. You 

will also learn how to read new symbols, diagrams, charts and graphs as well as how to manipulate and simplify more 

complicated equations. Most importantly, you will learn how to use Algebra to solve real world problems.  

Assessment of skills will be accomplished through daily checks of student work, mid-unit and post-unit testing, and 

through unit projects and long term investigations that integrate mathematics with real world problem situations. Tests 

will use both selected response and constructed response questions. Students will be expected to write about the 

mathematics they are exploring.  

If you like to solve puzzles and problems and are prepared for daily challenges, then Algebra II may be the class for you.  

 

PRE-CALCULUS  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:MAT400A – Semester 2:MAT400B  

Prerequisites: grade of “B” or better in Algebra II or instructor’s approval 

The further you can progress in mathematics in high school, the more prepared you will be for continuing your education.  

Pre-Calculus covers a variety of math topics and allows you to take on some very interesting and challenging problems.  

At this level, how you solve a problem is as important as the answer itself.  The two main ideas of study are further 

advancement into Algebra, including logarithms and conics, and extensive study of trigonometry and its functions.  

Assessment of skills will be accomplished through daily checks of student work, mid-unit and post-unit testing, and 

through unit projects and long term investigations that integrate mathematics with real world problem situations. Students 

will be expected to write about the mathematics they are exploring.  
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CALCULUS  

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MAT505A – Semester 2: MAT505B 

Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus 

Calculus consists of a full high school academic year of work that is comparable to a calculus course in colleges and 

universities.  The course is primarily concerned with developing students’ understanding of the concepts of calculus and 

providing experience with its methods and applications.  The course emphasizes a multi-representational approach to 

calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed graphically, numerically, analytically, and verbally.  The 

connections among these representations are demonstrated though the unifying themes of derivatives, integrals, limits, 

approximations, applications, and modeling.   

 

 

AP STATISTICS (Formerly: TC-Statistics) 

Credit Type: Math   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MAT500A – Semester 2: MAT500B  

Prerequisites: Pre-Calculus or Alg 1, Geometry, Alg 2 and Instructor Approval 

The study of statistics is divided into 4 major themes: exploratory analysis, planning a study, probability and statistical 

inference. Statistics is a branch of mathematics that is very new compared to more traditional math like algebra and 

geometry. None-the-less, it is revolutionizing the way everyone from health care professionals to business people to 

scientists are doing their jobs. Due to this fact, more and more college degree programs are requiring a statistics course. It 

is likely that, no matter which career major you choose, you will be taking statistics during your college years, UNLESS 

you take it right here at De Soto High School and get credit from Viterbo University. AP Statistics can be a great start on 

your college career.  

A TI-83 or 84 + graphing calculator is required to take this class.  
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Course: Music Credit Type 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Instrumental Music FA X X X X Y Every Year 

Concert Choir  FA X X X X Y Every Year 

Introductory Classroom Piano 1 FA X X X X F Every Year 

Introductory Classroom Piano 2 FA X X X X S Every Year 

Beginning Guitar FA X X X X Y Every Year 

Continuing Guitar FA  X X X Y Every Year 

Popular Music History FA  X X X Y Every Year 

Audio Video Production FA  X X X Y Every Year 

Acting/Improv FA  X X X Y Every Year 

Credit Type: FA – Fine Arts 

 

INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC  

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MUS100A – Semester 2: MUS100B  

Prerequisites: None ** Approval of instructor for students enrolling during the year.**  

If you played an instrument in your younger years and want to continue that experience with an award-winning group, 

then sign up for senior band. The De Soto High School Band has won many awards in recent years in marching, concert 

band, and jazz band performance. We have been to state contest, marched in several states and continue to dazzle judges 

with our swinging jazz band with first star ratings for many years! This is an elective course for senior high band students.  

1 

The class is designed to continue developing the student's ability on his/her instrument and to expose the student to a 

variety of musical styles and groups. The DHS band curriculum includes concert, pep, Jazz and marching bands, in 

addition to solo and ensemble work and competition. We strive for top-notch performances in all contexts: the Winter 

Concert, the Spring Concert, the Large Group Festival, and a variety of parades which are some of the performances 

required for a passing grade.  

 

CONCERT CHOIR  

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MUS110A – Semester 2: MUS110B  

Prerequisites: None **Approval of instructor for students enrolling during the year.**  

The Concert Choir offers students the opportunity to learn about and experience vocal music with their peers. The 

classroom community is designed to develop and improve each student's singing and music literacy while also exposing 

students to diverse musical styles from a variety of time periods and cultures.  

 

Choir is a unique teamwork experience. This class gives you an opportunity to improve your individual skills as a 

musician while contributing to a performance ensemble. The success of this ensemble is the result of what individual 

participants contribute. Students who enjoy music and aspire to be creative and successful are encouraged to sign up for 

Concert Choir. 
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INTRODUCTORY CLASSROOM PIANO 1 

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: MUS120T   

Prerequisites: None 

Enjoy learning piano in a classroom setting. This course is designed as a first step for the beginning piano player. The 

course work will cover note reading, chords and chord structures, basic music theory, and proper technique. Students who 

enroll in this course should be prepared to work in a classroom environment under the guidance of an experienced piano 

player as well as dedicate time outside of class to practice their skills and achieve automaticity.  

 

INTRODUCTORY CLASSROOM PIANO 2 

Credit Type: Fine Arts  Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: MUS125T   

Prerequisites: Introduction Classroom Piano 1 

Continue to build your piano playing abilities and skills from what you have developed in Introductory Classroom Piano 

1.  Students who enroll in this course should be prepared to work in a classroom environment under the guidance of an 

experienced piano player as well as dedicate time outside of class to practice their skills and achieve automaticity. 

 

BEGINNING GUITAR  

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MUS120A – Semester 2: MUS120B  

Prerequisites: Instructor Approval or 1 year band or choir.  

This course will give you all of the tools you need to begin playing guitar. You will learn guitar basics including tuning, 

basic chords, strumming, scales, and finger picking. We will also explore reading tablature, music theory, and history. 

Students will learn and perform in a small group setting. Students can either provide their own guitar or rent one from the 

music department for this course.  

 

CONTINUING GUITAR 

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MUS220A – Semester 2: MUS220B   

Prerequisites: Beginning Guitar  

This course will expand upon the previous year of guitar class with an in-depth look at guitar theory, note reading, scales, 

songwriting and performance. We will look at different styles of guitar playing including bluegrass, country, blues, and 

rock and roll. Students will learn and perform in a small group setting with various other opportunities for performance. 

Students can either provide their own guitar or rent one from the music department for this course.   
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POPULAR MUSIC HISTORY  

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MUS200A – Semester 2: MUS200B  

Prerequisites: None 

This course traces the development of popular music from early American history to today. Students will learn in a 

differentiated manner through text and media rich presentations. Correlations between world and United States history 

will be surveyed as we encounter strands of music through time. From European art songs, slave songs, ragtime, gospel, 

country, rock and roll, rhythm and blues, and hip hop (to name a few) students will be introduced to a wide array of 

musical styles. The class will be taught through the perspective of the musician, audience, society, and historical context.  

Anyone who loves music or history and likes to learn about different types of music should take this course.  

 

AUDIO VIDEO PRODUCTION  

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MUS300S   

Prerequisites: None 

This course blends art and technology in utilizing multitrack audio applications as well as audio and video capture devices 

and video production software. Students in this course will be exposed to various audio and video production tools 

collaborating to produce quality media rich projects. Students in the course will work independently and as a group in a 

project driven atmosphere. Attention to detail, multitasking, prioritization, and working towards a deadline driven goal 

will all be skills developed in this course. Applications utilized include but are not limited to Adobe Audition, Adobe 

Premier Pro, Tracktion, and Adobe After effects.  

 

ACTING/IMPROV  

Credit Type: Fine Arts   Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: MUS210A – Semester 2: MUS210B  

Prerequisites: None 

Have you ever wanted to learn the craft of improvisation, currently one of the most popular performance art forms 

around? Would you like to enhance your acting skills? In this course you will discover the fundamentals of 

improvisational comedy, improve your storytelling skills, and learn techniques to think quickly on your feet and to be 

more creative. This spirited, fun course is designed for the actor or comedian who wants to learn the essentials of good 

scenic improvisation or anyone who wants to improve their teamwork or communication skills. Through coaching, warm-

up exercises, creative performance games and basic short-form scene-work, you will learn how to be more spontaneous, 

trusting and cooperative and how to listen in a fun, creative atmosphere. 
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Course: Non-Department Credit Type 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Guided Study (0.25 credits) Elective X X X X F/S Every Year 

GUIDED STUDY  

Credit Type: Elective   Grade Level: 9-12          Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.25/sem  Course #: Semester 1: GST100A – Semester 2: GST100B     

Prerequisites: Guidance & Instructor Approval 

Are you experiencing difficulties in any of your classes? Do you think that with some extra help you could be 

SUCCESSFUL? Instead of going to a regular study hall, you may want to enroll in Guided Study class where you will 

have the opportunity to receive one-to-one or small group tutoring. You will also learn test-taking strategies to help you in 

all of your classes. In Guided Study class you will set your goals and establish a routine that will help you achieve them.

NON-DEPARTMENTAL (Across the Curriculum) 
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Course: PE Credit Type 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Physical Education 9 (Required) PE X    F/S Every Year 

Physical Education 10 (Required) PE  X   F/S Every Year 

Physical Education 11/12 PE   X X F/S Every Year 

Lifetime Activities PE   X X S Every Year 

Body Fitness PE   X X F Every Year 

Credit Type: PE – Physical Education 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9    

Credit Type: Physical Education  Grade Level: 9   Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: GYM100T  Prerequisites: None 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 

Credit Type: Physical Education  Grade Level: 10   Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: GYM200T  Prerequisites: P.E. 9 

 

Students will develop the knowledge, skills, and dispositions to improve physical fitness and health.  Students will 

participate in a variety of activities that are challenging, provide enjoyment, and develop skills and habits for a lifetime of 

physical activity and wellness.  Activities will be implemented on a 2-year rotation, with health-related physical fitness 

components combined into all units.  Students will be assessed on their physical fitness levels, participation, and 

development and knowledge of health-related fitness skills within various activities.  By the end of the semester, students 

will have gained the knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to lead an active lifestyle both in and out of school and 

will understand the principles of health related physical fitness.  A participation and written assessment will be given at 

the end of the semester to measure growth in Physical Education concept areas. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 11/12 (Formerly: CO-ED I and II) 

Credit Type: Physical Education  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: GYM310S   

Prerequisites: P.E. 9 &10 

Physical Education at the 11/12 level prepares students for physical activity habits beyond high school.  Students will 

build upon their prior knowledge and skills from PE 9&10 to participate in higher level intramural-style activities each 

class.  Students will participate in all activities from the PE 9/10 rotation, implemented on a weekly basis to provide 

constant challenge and excitement.  In addition, students will participate in physical fitness assessments and use their 

results to develop and implement a personal fitness plan.  Students will learn advanced physical activity concepts and use 

those concepts to plan their own workouts to improve scores.  By the end of the semester, students will have gained the 

knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to keep their bodies healthy and will be able to independently improve and 

maintain physical fitness levels for a lifetime of physical health.  A participation and written assessment will be given at 

the end of the semester to measure growth in advanced Physical Education concept areas. 
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LIFETIME ACTIVITIES 

Credit Type: Physical Education Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: GYM330S   

Prerequisites: P.E. 9 &10 **Minimum Enrollment of 10 needed to offer this course 

Lifetime Activities prepares students for physical activity habits beyond high school, with less focus on competition and 

more focus on individualized activities and group exercise units.  Students will participate in a variety of fitness and 

leisure activities including pilates, hiking, fitness walking, hiking, cardio kickboxing, yoga, strength training, Zumba, 

HIIT, P90x, dance, and others.  Students will also participate in physical fitness assessments and use their results to 

develop and implement a personal fitness plan.  Students will learn advanced physical activity concepts and use those 

concepts to plan their own workouts to improve scores.  By the end of the semester, students will have gained the 

knowledge, skills, and dispositions necessary to keep their bodies healthy and will be able to independently improve and 

maintain physical fitness levels for a lifetime of physical health.  A participation and group project will be given at the end 

of the semester to measure growth in advanced Physical Education concept areas and competency in activities. 

BODY FITNESS  

Credit Type: Physical Education Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: GYM300T   

Prerequisites: P.E. 9 &10 & Instructor Approval **Enrollment capacity of 16 per semester 

Body Fitness seeks to challenge the highly self-motivated student to take his or her physical fitness to the next level.  Both 

health-related and skill-related physical fitness concepts will be targeted through a variety of challenging activities in 

group and individual settings.   Students will participate in physical fitness assessments and use their results to develop 

and implement individualized workout plans to improve one or more areas of the student’s choice.  Students who push 

themselves to perform will experience gains in muscular strength and endurance, agility, speed, plyometric activities, 

cardiovascular endurance, flexibility, and explosive power by the end of the semester.  A participation and written 

assessment will be given at the end of the semester to measure growth in advanced Physical Education concept areas. 
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Course: Science Credit Type: 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Physical Science (Required) Sci X    Y Every Year 

Biology (Required) Sci  X   Y Every Year 

Environmental Biology Sci   X X S Every Year 

Applied Science Sci   X X Y Every Year 

Forensic Science Sci   X X F Every Year 

Weather & Astronomy Sci   X X S Every Year 

Chemistry Sci   X X Y Every Year 

Physics Sci   X X Y Every Year 

Introduction to Aviation Ground School Elective   X X F/S Every Year 

*TC-Anatomy and Physiology (UW-R) Sci   X X Y Every Year 

*TC-Medical Terminology (WTC) Sci   X X F Every Year 

*TC-Concepts of Biology (UW-R) Sci    X Y Every Year 

Credit Type: Sci – Science 

 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 9(Required) Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SCI100A – Semester 2: SCI100B   

Prerequisites: None 

Physical Science is the study of matter, energy, and their relationships. The first semester topic will be physics. Students 

will perform experiments determining and illustrating motion and forces, Newton's Law, simple machines and electrical 

circuits.  The second semester topic will be atomic structure and chemistry. Students will perform approximately 20 

experiments demonstrating their understanding of chemical and physical changes that occur around them.  

Students must be prepared for quizzes and tests based on outside readings, lab reports and lecture notes.  

 

BIOLOGY  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 10(Required) Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SCI200A – Semester 2: SCI200B   

Prerequisites: Physical Science  

Textbooks: Biology - Exploring Life by Campbell, Williamson, and Heyden  

Biology is an inquiry into life forms, life processes and the chemical basis of life. Biology introduces and reviews cell 

structure and physiology, classification, evolution, genetics, nutrition, and Botany.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL BIOLOGY  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SCI300A  

Prerequisites: Biology 

This course examines the ecology of Earth. Topics include: ecosystems, human population, sustainable communities, 

renewable/nonrenewable resources, energy, and pollution. There are numerous classroom activities, outdoor extensions of 

the classroom, guest speakers, and field trips.  

 

 

 

SCIENCE 
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APPLIED SCIENCE  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SCI310A – Semester 2: SCI310B  

Prerequisites: Good Work Ethic 

Want to take responsibility in your own learning? Then applied science is for you. Use a hands-on approach to solve 

problems that apply to "real-world" situations. Build mouse trap cars, bridges, roller coasters, catapults and much more. 

There are no exams in this course. There is one research project per semester. Grades are based on project scores and 

interesting reading assignments.  

 

FORENSIC SCIENCE 

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: SCI320S   

Prerequisites: None 

Forensic science is a semester long course for juniors and seniors that focuses on the skills and concepts behind crime 

scene investigations and forensic science. This course will help you hone your investigative skills and review a wide range 

of science concepts. The course will utilize physics, chemistry, anatomy, cell biology, and environmental science during 

the investigation of a wide range of crime scenes. You will engage in lecture, labs, case studies, and online activities as 

part of this course. This class will demonstrate how science is used to answer questions rather than just learning science 

concepts.  

 

WEATHER AND ASTRONOMY  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: SCI325S   

Prerequisites: None 

Weather and astronomy is a semester long course for juniors and seniors that will investigate how the energy in the Earth 

system and how it drives convection in our atmosphere and oceans. We will relate this to global weather climate and local 

weather patterns. Astronomy will provide students with the introduction to modern astronomy, the origin and history of 

the universe, and the formation of Earth and the solar system, as well as investigate the history of space exploration.  

 

CHEMISTRY  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SCI420A – Semester 2: SCI420B   

Prerequisites: Seniors – Physical Science and Biology with a B or better and a cumulative GPA > 2.0  

         Juniors – Physical Science and Biology with a B or better and a cumulative GPA > 2.0  

Chemistry is known as a central science, as it relates to all scientific fields. Learn how chemistry affects the environment. 

Identify patterns in chemical and physical properties and use them to predict likely chemical and physical changes. 

Investigate endothermic and exothermic reactions. Identify acid/base reactions.  

You will get hands on experience and work in-groups using laboratory equipment and chemicals. Students perform 

approximately 20 experiments over the course of the year.  Students will be expected to complete structured lab reports, 

take quizzes and tests, and investigate technological advances in the science field.   
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PHYSICS  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: EVEN Years-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SCI410A – Semester 2: SCI410B   

Prerequisites: Algebra 1/equivalent recommended 

Physics is the branch of knowledge that studies the physical world. Physics uses mathematics as its language to solve 

problems, but physics also involves concepts, ideas, and principles expressed in ordinary words. The goal of this course is 

NOT to make you a physicist, but to help you understand and challenge the world you live in.  

 

A wide range of physics concepts will be covered via daily work, labs, and projects. Through these activities, you will 

develop a better understanding of the world around you. Students will be evaluated via structured lab reports, tests and 

quizzes, daily assignments, and projects.  

 

INTRODUCTION TO AVIATION GROUND SCHOOL 

Credit Type: Elective  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year – 1 Semester Course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: SCI550S    

Prerequisites: Must be 15 years of age 

Introduction to Aviation Ground School is a blended learning independent study course providing the training necessary 

to prepare students to take the FAA Private Pilot knowledge test.  The course is divided into five sections: 

1) Fundamentals of Flight—introduction to aviation, airplane systems and aerodynamic principles 

2) Flight Operations—information pertaining to airport facilities, air traffic control services, communication 

procedures and sources of flight information 

3) Aviation Weather—introduction to weather-related aviation hazards, the effect of variable atmosphere on aircraft 

operations, and safety protocols 

4) Performance and Navigation—aircraft capabilities, limitations, performance parameters, and basics of navigation 

using charts and radio aids 

5) Integrating Pilot Knowledge and Skills—aeronautical decision-making principles and flight-related physiological 

factors, including scenarios to guide insight into application of knowledge during a cross-country flight 

 

TC-ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY Transcripted with UW-Richland Center  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1:SCI400A – Semester 2: SCI400B   

Prerequisites: Biology, w/ a min grade of C 

3 UW-Richland Center credits for those who achieve 85% or better and have registered with UW-Richland Center 

prior to the class. (OPTIONAL CREDIT, you do not need to register for the credits to take the course for high 

school credit)  

Text: Essentials of Anatomy and Physiology by Martini and Bartholomew  

This course is a study of human anatomy and physiology. It includes the integumentary, skeletal, muscle, digestive, 

respiratory, cardiovascular, urinary, reproductive, and nervous systems. Cats are used for dissection. A field trip to the 

UW-La Crosse anatomy lab occurs in the spring.  
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TC - MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY Transcripted/dual credit with WTC 

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: SCI500T   

Prerequisites: Good Work Ethic 

Transcripted with WTC– dual credit  

WTC requirements for the class will be followed  

3 WTC credits for those who achieve 85% or better and have registered with WTC prior to the class  

This is the same course taught at the college and technical school levels. This course is a requirement for many Health 

related certifications and programs.  

This course presents a study of basic medical terminology. Prefixes, suffixes, word roots, combining forms, special 

endings, plural forms, abbreviations, and symbols are included in the content. A programmed learning, word building 

system will be used to learn word parts that are used to construct or analyze new terms. This provides the opportunity to 

decipher unfamiliar terms and check their spelling. Emphasis is placed on spelling, definition, usage and pronunciation. 

Abbreviations will be introduced as related terms are presented.  

This is a self-paced, individualized type of course. To be successful you will need to set a schedule for yourself and 

diligently stick to it. Your success will be determined by your motivation, concentration, and desire to succeed. 

 

 

TC – CONCEPTS OF BIOLOGY Transcripted with UW-Richland Center  

Credit Type: Science   Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SCI430A – Semester 2: SCI430B   

Prerequisites: Seniors – Physical Science and Biology with a B or better and a cumulative GPA > 2.0  

           Juniors – Physical Science and Biology with a B or better and a cumulative GPA > 2.0  

5 UW-Richland Center credits for those who achieve 85% or better and have registered with UW-Richland Center 

prior to the class. All UW-Richland Center requirements for the class will be followed  

And STATE REQUIRED TESTS – Advance level in area of science  

The ambitious purpose of this course is designed to provide you with an in-depth introduction to biology in areas such as 

life and life forms, cell biology, energetics, genetics, evolution, and ecology, so that you can understand biology-related 

issues as the need arises. Specific goals will be to:  

1. Learn to think like a scientist  

2. Learn how to analyze and interpret experimental data by making models  

3. Develop an understanding of how living organisms survive and adapt to their surroundings. 
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Course:  Credit Type 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

World Cultures (Required) SST X    Y Every Year 

U.S. History (Required) SST  X   Y Every Year 

Social Problems SST  X X X S Every Year 

Geography SST  X X X S Every Year 

Government & Politics (Required)  SST   X X F Every Year 

Economics (Required) SST   X X S Every Year 

Current Events in the News SST   X X F Every Year 

AP Psychology SST   X X Y Every Year 

AP U.S. History SST   X X Y Every Year 

Credit Type: SST – Social Studies 

 

WORLD CULTURES  

Credit Type: Social Studies  Grade Level: 9(Required) Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SST100A – Semester 2: SST100B  

Prerequisites: None 

World Cultures is a two semester course designed to help students learn more about the cultures and people in our global 

community. More than ever before, technology, travel, trade, and other factors mean we are more connected to those 

people and cultures. Knowing about them can make your life more interesting, enjoyable, and help you to be a part of the 

global community. World Cultures will involve learning about geography, history, religion, economics, politics, and other 

cultural aspects of past and present cultures. A successful student in World Cultures will attend class, take responsibility 

for his or her own learning, actively participate, and put forth real effort in working to the best of his or her ability.  

 

U. S. HISTORY  

Credit Type: Social Studies  Grade Level: 10(Required) Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SST200A – Semester 2: SST200B  

Prerequisites: World Cultures 

In the first semester, this course traces the development of the U.S. from early colonial foundations, into the American 

Revolution and Constitution periods, through the years of national expansion in the 1800’s and the Civil War. In second 

semester the course traces the development of the U.S. from the late 19th century through World War I and II to the 

present time. Major emphasis is on the role of the U.S. as a world power and on social and economic changes in the 20th 

century.  

A variety of techniques in small and large group settings, note taking, organizing, thinking and writing skills will take 

place. There will also be frequent reading and writing assignments and unit and semester exams.   

 

SOCIAL PROBLEMS  

Credit Type: Social Studies Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: SST410B   

Prerequisites: World Cultures & 1 semester of U.S. Hist. 

This course’s primary purposes are to enhance critical thinking, deepen analytical skills, promote social learning and 

stimulate social commitment. We will critically examine selected social problems. Our focus will be on conceptualizing 

and visualizing solutions. Discussions will explore economic, sociological, social, psychological, political and 

environmental considerations of social problems.
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GEOGRAPHY 

Credit Type: Social Studies  Grade Level: 10-12         Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: SST210A   

Prerequisites: None 

Geography offers students a chance to review the five themes of geography, including latitude and longitude. Next is a 

concentration on U.S. geography, and lastly geography of the Eastern Hemisphere. We will study population trends, the 

different regions and states, and urban areas. 

 

GOVERNMENT & POLITICS  

Credit Type: Social Studies  Grade Level: 11-12(Required)        Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: Semester 1: SST300T 

Prerequisites: U.S. History 

Can you imagine living in a society without government? Some of us might like to get rid of government at certain times, 

but we could not live as well without it. Each of our lives is affected by government in dozens of ways every day. In 

Government & Politics, students will learn what government is and what it does for us. The goal of the course is to help 

students gain the skills and knowledge needed to take an active role in our democracy. We take a look at the most 

powerful piece of paper in our history, the Constitution, and discuss its impact on our lives. We will examine the Bill of 

Rights and learn why your locker can be searched, what you can and can not say in public, and why you are entitled to a 

lawyer if you are ever arrested. Students will examine the branches and levels of government, learn about our main 

political parties, and compare our democracy to other forms of government. Current events are an important part of the 

class and students are expected to apply their learning in discussing national and state political issues. Several short 

essays, letters, and a larger personal political philosophy paper are required. The class requires substantial effort, critical 

thinking, active participation, and a mature attitude.  

 

ECONOMICS  

Credit Type: Social Studies Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: SST310T   

Prerequisites: None 

Economics is a single semester social studies course designed to help students learn more about our economic system and 

practical personal economics. Students will study a variety of concepts including economic systems, our form of 

capitalism and the roles of participants in it, money management, taxation, investing, consumerism and more. Our goal is 

to provide students with a foundation of knowledge and skills which will enable each to understand the basics of 

economics and practice personal economic responsibility. Students who take responsibility for their own learning, actively 

participate, and work to the best of their ability will find the course can be fun and engaging as we learn about a variety of 

real-world subject matter.  

 

CURRENT EVENTS IN THE NEWS  

Credit Type: Social Studies  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5   Course #: SST250S   

Prerequisites: None 

Current Events will help students to better understand local, national, and international events. As we examine events 

from political, economic, and social perspectives, our goals are to develop student knowledge and skills, and to show how 

many events affect us. Students will be expected to locate, analyze, and present information using various resources. 

Writing activities, active participation, collaboration, and project presentations will be required.  
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AP PSYCHOLOGY 

 Credit Type: Social Studies  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SST520A – Semester 2: SST520B   

Prerequisites: None 

The University Level-Psychology Course is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of 

behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to psychological facts, principles 

and phenomena associated within each of the major sub-fields of psychology. They will also learn about the ethics and 

methods used in their science and practice.  

 

AP U.S. HISTORY  

Credit Type: Social Studies  Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SST530A – Semester 2: SST530B   

Prerequisites: U.S. History & Jr. need instructor approval 

If you are looking to attend a university in the future and want a taste of what college classes are like then enroll in this 

class. This class is a general survey class of U.S. History that has college type content, yet follows methods compatible 

with high school students.   You will find out the backgrounds of our Founding Fathers, the elements that went into 

forming this nation, along with the reasons for social and economic change. You will also grasp a better understanding of 

the Civil War and the men who fought the battles, examine America's growth as a nation from fledgling, to world power 

and then to super power. Along with this you will find out the seedy facts of all of our leaders and heroes. In addition to 

all of the above, you will be preparing to take the Advanced Placement U. S. History Exam. If your score meets the 

criteria you may earn college credit! You will be graded on your notes, exams, presidential resumes, and class discussion. 

Whether you like history or not, you will enjoy this class, it's a guarantee. 
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Course: Spanish Credit Type: 9
th

 10
th

 11
th

 12
th

 F/S/Y Offered 

Spanish 1 FL X X X X Y Every Year 

Spanish 2 FL  X X X Y Every Year 

Spanish 3 FL   X X Y Every Year 

Spanish 4 FL    X F Every Year 

Credit Type: FL – Foreign Language 

 

SPANISH 1  

Credit Type: Foreign Language Grade Level: 9-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SPA100A – Semester 2: SPA100B  

Prerequisites: None 

Spanish I will introduce the student to various aspects of the language. Basic vocabulary relating to greetings and 

introductions, school, likes and dislikes, telling time, leisure activities, giving opinions, making suggestions, describing a 

variety of things, and family is covered. Students will begin to learn how to read basic stories or short articles in Spanish 

and also be introduced to cultural aspects from many Spanish-speaking countries. Students will be able to speak in limited 

situations. Evaluation will be based on daily participation in class, completion of assignments, projects, quizzes, journals, 

interpersonal/communication assessments, and tests.  

 

 

SPANISH 2  

Credit Type: Foreign Language Grade Level: 10-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SPA200A – Semester 2: SPA200B  

Prerequisites: Spanish I 

Spanish II thoroughly reviews the material learned in Spanish I and continues with acquiring vocabulary related to food, 

shopping, festivals, body parts, and vacations. Students will acquire grammar skills related to tenses, adjectives, verbs, 

and others. Students will be able to speak in controlled situations and expand on their knowledge of Spanish life.  

Students will expand their knowledge through daily participation in class, reading short stories, writing in journals, 

completing assignments and projects, as well as quizzes and tests. Students will continue to communicate in Spanish on a 

regular basis. This is a year-long course.  

In general, colleges require a minimum of two years of study of the same foreign language, either for admission or for 

graduation from their institution. This would look great on your transcript, alleviate an additional college requirement, and 

allow you a chance to earn retroactive college credits.  
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SPANISH 3  

Credit Type: Foreign Language Grade Level: 11-12  Offered: Every Year-2 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SPA300A – Semester 2: SPA300B  

Prerequisites: Spanish II and it is recommended that the student has at a least a C in Spanish II due to the rigor and content 

taught during this course.  

Spanish III reinforces the vocabulary and grammar learned in Spanish I and Spanish II, while introducing new, more in-

depth ideas and concepts related to describing things, likes and dislikes, making suggestions, complaining, giving advice, 

giving explanations, exercising, giving commands, and ordering in a restaurant. Students will be able to speak in less 

controlled situations and gain a better understanding of life in Spanish-speaking countries. Evaluation will be based on 

daily participation in class, journals, completion of assignments and projects, interpersonal/communication assessment, 

interpretative assessments, quizzes and tests. Students will be expected to communicate in the Spanish language.  

 

SPANISH 4  

Credit Type: Foreign Language Grade Level: 12  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5/semester  Course #: Semester 1: SPA400A  

Prerequisites: Spanish III and it is recommended that the student has at a least a C in Spanish III due to the rigor and 

content taught during this course.  

Spanish IV continues to build on vocabulary and grammar learned in all previous levels of Spanish while introducing 

more in-depth concepts. Students will be applying their skills through conversations, oral and written reports, as well as 

reading more advanced literature. Throughout the course the students will be participating in a variety of learning 

activities that will help to improve their Spanish communication skills. They will be learning a variety of grammatical 

concepts as well as new vocabulary including the continual use of the subjunctive. Within the course there will be a 

variety of stories and articles that will be read in Spanish. There will also be the integration of cultural aspects from 

Spanish speaking cultures and there will be an emphasis on grammar in order to prepare for college entrance exams.  

Evaluation will be based on daily participation in class, journals, completion of assignments and projects, 

interpersonal/communication assessment, interpretative assessments, quizzes and tests. Students will be expected to 

communicate in the Spanish language. 
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Course Credit Type 9

th
 10

th
 11

th
 12

th
 S/Y Offered 

Introduction to Technology Education Voc X X X  S Every Year 

Woods 1  Voc X X X  S Every Year 

Metals 1  Voc X X X X S Every Year 

Manufacturing I  Voc/IS X X X X S Every Year 

General Construction  Voc  X X X S Every Year 

Cabinetry  Voc  X X X S ODD Years 

Home Maintenance Voc  X X X S Every Year 

Power Mechanics  Voc  X X X S Every Year 

Woods 2  Voc   X X S EVEN Years 

Automotive Maintenance  Voc   X X S Every Year 

Metals 2 (New Course) Voc   X X S Every Year 

*TC Welding – Oxy-Fuel Metals 

Cutting/Transportation (WTC) 

Voc   X X S Every Year 

Credit Type: Voc – Vocational   •   IS – Informational Science 

 

Technology Education Mission Statement 
The mission of the De Soto Technology Education Department is to provide students with life-skills and 

increase students’ college and career readiness by introducing them to a variety of different topics in the area of 

technology, manufacturing, and engineering.
 

INTRODUCTION TO TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION 
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 9-11 (14 capacity)  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC105A   

Prerequisites: None 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. This is an 

introductory course that will cover a variety of topics in the area of technology and engineering. Students will be exposed 

to problem solving strategies, communication, drafting, graphics, tool identification and usage, woodworking, 

metalworking, CNC operation, manufacturing, automation, and engine theory and operation. Students will be required to 

purchase and wear safety glasses 

 

WOODS 1 (Formerly: Introduction to Woodworking) 
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 9-11 (14 capacity)  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC205A    

Prerequisites: None 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. This is an 

introductory course that will cover a variety of basic woodworking skills and techniques. Shop and tool safety, tool 

identification and usage, wood identification, and wood joinery are all other topics that will be explored through the 

semester of this course. Students will be required to complete 5 projects developed by the instructor. After the successful 

completion of this course students will have the opportunity to take two additional woodworking classes including 

Cabinetry and Woods II. Students would also have the opportunity to take General Construction. Students will be required 

to purchase and wear safety glasses. 
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METALS 1 (Formerly: General Maintenance)  
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 9-12 (12 capacity)  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC320T    

Prerequisites: None 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. This is an 

introductory course that explores a variety of welding processes and metal fabrication techniques. Workplace and shop 

safety, tool identification and usage, blueprint reading, metal properties and identification, drilling, taping, grinding, 

welding processes, and welding techniques will all be explored. Students will be exposed and introduced to the following 

welding processes: Shielded Metal Arc Welding (SMAW), Gas Metal Arc Welding (GMAW), Oxy/Fuel Welding and 

Cutting, Tungsten Inert Gas Welding (TIG), and Plasma Cutting. Students will be required to complete a variety of 

different weldments or weld joints as well as 3 small projects developed by the instructor. After the successful completion 

of this course students will have the opportunity to take two additional metalworking courses including TC-Welding and 

Metals II. Students will be required to purchase and wear safety glasses. 

 

MANUFACTURING I (Formerly: Drafting and Design) 
Credit Type: Vocational or Informational Science Grade Level: 9-12 (14 capacity)  

Number of Credits: 0.5  Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Course #: TEC400S  Prerequisites: None 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. This is an 

introductory course within the area of manufacturing and drafting. Material covered ranges from the history of 

manufacturing to current manufacturing systems that are used today in industry. Safety, tool identification, hand drafting, 

computer drafting, woodworking, metalworking and CNC operation will all be explored. Students will be required to 

purchase and wear safety glasses. 

 

GENERAL CONSTRUCTION: (Formerly: Introduction to Building Trades and Construction)  
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 10-12 (12 capacity) Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC315B    

Prerequisites: Woods I/(Intro to Woodworking) or Home Maintenance 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. This is an 

introductory course that will cover the basics of general construction. Information that will be covered includes: 

Workplace safety, tool identification and usage, blueprint reading, construction materials, building permits, remodeling 

basics, surveying, roofing concrete work, etc. The final project will be the construction of a small shed or building. 

Students will be required to purchase and wear safety glasses. 

 

CABINETRY 
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 10-12 (12 capacity) Offered: ODD Years-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC210S    

Prerequisites: Woods I/Intro to Woods 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignment. This course is for 

students who enjoyed Woods I and would like to continue building their knowledge and skills in the area of cabinetry. 

Safety, wood identification, wood joinery, tool and machine maintenance, Versa Laser operation, CNC router operation, 

and cabinetry will all be reviewed. Cabinetmaking, raised panel doors, drawer construction, cabinet hardware, glass, and 

table construction will all be further explored. Students will be required to purchase and wear safety glasses. 
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HOME MAINTENANCE  
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 10-12 (14 capacity) Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC330T    

Prerequisites: None 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. Throughout this 

course students will learn the skills and information needed in order to maintain a home. Safety, tool identification and 

usage, building materials, green energy, appliances, drywall patching, painting, remodeling, winterizing, landscaping, and 

other common household repairs will all be explored. Students will be required to purchase and wear safety glasses. After 

the successful completion of this course students will have the opportunity to take General Construction. Students will be 

required to purchase and wear safety glasses. 

 
POWER MECHANICS: (Formerly: Power, Energy, and Transportation) 
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 10-12 (12 capacity) Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC340T    

Prerequisites: Valid Drivers License 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. This course will 

cover power, energy, and transportation. Safety, energy conservation, renewable energy, power systems, engine and motor 

operation, automotive systems, and career opportunities are all topics that will be explored. Students will learn how 

energy is developed and harnessed in all different applications. The forms of energy that may be introduced are fossil, 

geothermal, nuclear, wind, and solar. Students will be required to purchase and wear safety glasses. 

 

WOODS 2 (Formerly: Advanced Woodworking) 
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 11-12 (12 capacity) Offered: Even Years-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC300A    

Prerequisites: Woods I/Intro to Woods  

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignment. This course is for 

students who enjoyed Woods I and would like to continue building their knowledge and skills in the area of 

woodworking. Safety, wood identification, wood joinery, tool and machine maintenance, Versa Laser operation, CNC 

router operation, and cabinetry will all be reviewed. Students will be required to complete two small mandatory projects 

and one individual project of their choice. Students will be required to purchase and wear safety glasses. 

 

AUTOMOTIVE MAINTENANCE: (Formerly: Introduction to Automotive) 
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 11-12 (12 capacity) Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC340S    

Prerequisites: Valid Drivers License  

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. Automotive 

Maintenance is designed for students who drive and/or own a vehicle and have a valid driver’s license. Material covered 

ranges from buying a vehicle through preventative maintenance. Students will also be introduced to safety, automotive 

diagnostics, diesel/gasoline engine operation, and tool selection and identification. Students will be responsible for 

purchasing any auto parts that are required to make repairs on their automobiles. Students will be required to purchase and 

wear safety glasses. 
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METALS 2 (New Course) 
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 11-12 (12 capacity) Offered: Every Year-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC325S    

Prerequisites: Metals I/General Maintenance 

Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. This course is for 

students who enjoyed Metals I and would like to continue building their knowledge and skills in the area of metalworking 

and welding. This is an advanced metals course that re-explores a variety of welding processes and metal fabrication 

techniques learned in Metals I. More advanced welding techniques and processes will be further explored throughout the 

course of the semester. Students will be required to complete two small mandatory projects and one individual project of 

their choice. Students will be required to purchase and wear safety glasses. 

 

TC – WELDING – OXY-FUEL METALS CUTTING/ TRANSPORTATION  
Transcripted/dual credit with WTC  
Credit Type: Vocational Grade Level: 11-12 (12 capacity) Offered: Every Years-1 semester course 

Number of Credits: 0.5  Course #: TEC350T    

Prerequisites: Metals I/General Maintenance  WTC requirements for the class will be followed  

1 or 2 WTC credit for those who achieve 85% or better and have registered with WTC prior to the class.  
Students are graded on attendance, attitude, participation, safety practices, projects, and assignments. TC-Welding is 

designed for students who have taken Metals I and would like build their knowledge within the area of welding and 

fabrication. This course will also give students the opportunity to receive Transcripted through WTC. Metallurgy, 

blueprint reading, welding terminology, metal estimation, welding processes, cutting processes, and metal fabrication will 

all be reviewed and explored in further detail. After learning in-depth welding skills, students will do repairs and fabricate 

individual projects utilizing TIG, GMAW, SMAW, and a variety of cutting processes. 

Western Technical College Course Descriptions 

Welding-Transportation (442 – Welding) 

This course will cover welding safety, welding terminology, oxy-fuel cutting, plasma cutting, heating, brazing, 

shielded metal arc welding and gas metal arc welding as they relate to the transportation fields. 

Welding – Oxy-Fuel Metals Cutting (442 – Welding) 

This course is designed to teach loosening, assemblies, and cutting metal using carbon air arc and plasma arc 

cutting techniques
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Even/Odd Year Course Offerings 
 

Courses Offered in EVEN Years Only 

 Agriculture: 

o Veterinary Science, Equine, and Animal Care AGR140T 

o Gardening AGR130T 

 Family And Consumer Education: 

o Foreign Foods FCE220T 

 Science: 

o Physics SCI410A SCI410B 

 Technology Education: 

o Woods 2 TEC300A   

 

Courses Offered in ODD Years Only 

 Agriculture: 

o Agriculture Business Management ARG420T 

o Agriculture Structures and Technology ARG360S 

 Family And Consumer Education: 

o The Teen Consumer FCE210T 

 Science: 

o AP Chemistry SCI510A SCI510B 

 Technology Education: 

o Cabinetry TEC210S

 

 

Four-Year Plan 
 

An excellent guidance tool is the four-year plan. Maintaining a plan of courses throughout your high school years gives 

career direction to your efforts. Classes are chosen to lead to entry-level employment, a technical school, college, or 

university setting.  

 

Class advisors work with students in developing a four-year plan when classes are requested for the upcoming school year 

(schedule requests). When you combine the four-year plan with an awareness of the graduation requirements, "you kill 

two birds with one stone."  

 

Another useful tool is the high school transcript. Each of you receives a transcript when you are making requests for next 

year's classes. This is a printed record of your classes and grades already finished. This tells you what classes are still 

needed for graduation.  

 

Be wise. Be organized. Be prepared for your future. Take the time to do a good job in planning for your four years at High 

School. The Guidance Counselor is one resource, as are your classroom teachers and class advisors.  

 

A four-year plan sheet and a credit check-list follow this page. Use them to your advantage. Planning is the key to success 

in the world beyond high school. 
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GRADUATION CREDIT REQUIREMENT CHECKLIST- DE SOTO HIGH SCHOOL

28 total credits needed for class of 2017 + 20 hours of Community Service 

Required Courses Credits Completed  Required Courses Credits Completed 

ENGLISH 4.0 credits PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1.5 credits 

English 9 1 credit  P.E. 9 0.5 credit  

English 10 1 credit  P.E. 10 0.5 credit  

English Elective 1 credit  P.E. Elective 0.5 credit  

       English Elective  1 credit  HEALTH 0.50 credit 

MATH 3.0 credits Health  0.5 credit  

Math Elective 1 credit  VOCATIONAL 1.50 credits 

Math Elective 1 credit  Vocational Elective 0.5 credit  

Math Elective 1 credit  Vocational Elective 0.5 credit  

SCIENCE 3.0 credits Vocational Elective 0.5 credit  

Physical Science  1 credit  INFORMATIONAL SCIENCES 1.00 credit 

Biology 1 credit  I.S. Elective  0.5 credit  

Science Elective 0.5 credit  I.S. Elective 0.5 credit  

Science Elective 0.5 credit  FINE ARTS/FOREIGN LANGUAGE 1.00 credit 

SOCIAL STUDIES 3.0 credits FA/FL Elective 0.5 credit  

World Cultures 1 credit  FA/FL Elective 0.5 credit  

U. S. History 1 credit  ELECTIVES 9.5 credits – Each semester class = 0.5 credit 

Government & Politics 0.5 credit  1.  2.  3.  

Economics 0.5 credit  4.  5.  6.  

 

VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY SERVICES:  

20 Hours Approved by Alliance Committee 

 
 

7.  8.  9.  

10.  11.  12.  

13.  14.  15.  

16.  17.  18.  

19.   
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FOUR-YEAR PLAN SHEET 

Grade English Math Science Social Studies P.E. 
Vocational/IS 

Elective 

General 

Elective 

General 

Elective 

9
th

 English 9 Math Elective 
Physical 

Science 

World 

Cultures 

P.E. 9/  

Health 
   

10
th

 English 10 Math Elective Biology U.S. History P.E. 10 
College & 

Career Prep 
  

11
th

 World Lit Math Elective 
Science 

Elective 
Government/ 

Economics 
P.E. Elective    

12
th

 
English 

Elective 
       

 


