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                                                    NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER    

  Welcome to the 2012-13 School Year! 

On behalf of the De Soto Area School District I welcome all students 
and staff back and would like to offer a warm welcome to all the new students and staff this year.  On our 
staff we have many new faces and several people in new places within the district.  Look through the 
newsletter and you will find that we have new teachers in all three buildings as well as new support staff 
serving as custodians, teacher aides and cooks.  We also have a new middle/high school principal leading 
the way. 

As we enter the new school year, I would like the community to know that many great things are hap-
pening in De Soto Area Schools and we plan to share these things with you.  The De Soto Area School 
District School Board, administration and staff have been working over the past several months to update 
the mission, vision and more recently, the 2012-13 goals.  Below is the mission of the school which out-
lines the purpose of the school and what we are about: 

DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MISSION STATEMENT: 

Dedicated to Learning and Growth; 

Striving for Excellence 

The school district vision statement gives the future direc�on of the school district and what we aspire to 

be.  Below is our vision for the De Soto Area School District. 

De Soto Area School District 

Vision Statement: 

To be the best small school district in the state by providing exemplary educa(onal opportuni(es in 

academics, arts, athle(cs, ci(zenship and technology. 

The 2012-13 School District Goals iden�fied with staff input, recommended by the CSI-De Soto (our Con-

�nuous School Improvement Team) and approved by the school board are located on the back of this 

newsle-er.  I look forward to the 2012-13 school year.  Let’s have a great year! 

James Kuchta 

District Administrator 

 

Stoddard Staff L to R:  Nicole Daubert (Kindergarten), Lisa Robbins  

(Title I), Kristine Larson (Teacher Aide), Jena Tollefson 

(Special Education Aide), Josh Knutson (Custodian) 

 

Prairie View Staff  L to R:  Bev Caley (Cook’s Helper), 

Jenny Nettles (Special Education), Robin Hosemann 

(Title I), Marcie Childs (Grade 4) 

                 De Soto Area School District New Staff Members 
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De Soto Middle/High Staff L to R:  Cody Morrison (Sp Ed Aide Sub), Kathleen Schwartz (MS 

Reading), Teresa Eliason (MS Special Education), Heath Eliason (MS Math), Katie Nestingen 

(HS Math), Michelle Tryggestad (Librarian), Mark Arneson (Band and Music Aide) 

             New Staff at De Soto Middle/High School  

Linzi Gronning  (Middle/High 

School Principal) 

Melanie Aspenson (At-Risk, Guided Study) 

Holly Wagner (Baker), Heather Wollangur 

(Cook’s Helper) 

Guy Boardman and Austin Smith 

(Custodians) 
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Health Careers Camp  

   By: MacKenzie Knutson 

Elizabeth Boardman, Sonja Fisher and I (MacKenzie Knut-
son) were chosen to be a part of the Health Careers Camp 
sponsored by the Coulee Region AHEC (Area Health Edu-
cation Center).  Out of almost thirty applicants, eighteen 
were chosen to attend and De Soto had the highest number 
of participants.  On June 10th we packed our bags for a 
five day adventure to learn about career options. 

We started off our Sunday with an orientation that included 
our parents and we decorated signs for our dorm doors to 
really show off who we were.  We got to meet our room-
mates and learn at little about them.  We all moved into the 
rooms that we were assigned, unpacked our luggage and 
said our goodbyes to our parents until Thursday afternoon.  
We knew before getting into camp that we were going to 
be busy, but what we didn’t know was exactly how busy 
we were going to be.  Let me tell you, that definitely was 
no lie!  

We had our first taste of what the week had in store on our 
first night there.  We learned what public health was over 
dinner at Rudy’s Drive-In with students going to school to 
be in public health.  We then headed to Riverside with 
stickers that said, “This is Public Health” and we took pic-
tures of everything that we thought was public health relat-
ed.  We never realized how much has to do with public 
health.  We finished off our night with ice cream at The 

Pearl. 

Monday was the first full day of camp and it was definitely 
full!  We left the dorm at 7:40 AM and met with a physi-
cian who practiced family medicine at the Mayo Clinic.  
Next on the agenda was a tour of the new nursing facility 
at Viterbo.  While we were there we were able to learn by 
hands-on activities everything a nurse does and what nurs-
ing school is like.  We were also able to meet with admis-
sions and have a tour of the beautiful Viterbo campus.  We 
ended our day with hands-on activities in the respiratory 
therapy and emergency services labs.  We were able to 
have a fun night ordering in pizza with a movie afterwards. 

Tuesday was another early morning leaving at 7:40 for 
WTC’s PT assistant lab and radiography.  We were able to 
take and read an x-ray of one of their dummies.  While at 
this camp we were assigned job shadowing in areas that we 
were interested.  Our first experience was at the Mayo 
health care facility.  After lunch and watching a video of an 
actual knee replacement surgery, we headed over to check 
out the biomechanics lab and a PT lab again.  We were 
also able to have a tour of the UW-L campus. 

Are you tired yet?  We sure were but our day wasn’t com-
plete as we headed over to the ICE house on the Gundersen 
Lutheran campus to have one of the neatest experiences 
yet.  Have you ever walked into a room and seen some 

thing completely different than what you expected?  Well, 
you should have seen the look on our faces when we 
walked in and saw scalpels, scissors, suturing needles, and 
hold on ...that’s not all!  There on the table were hoofs 
from a pig.  Pigskin is so much like that of human skin, so  
that was what we got to practice on.  We practiced our su-
turing skills and it was one of the neatest experiences one 
could ever have.  After getting pretty good with the needle 
we headed off to dinner at Famous Dave’s with some won-
derful med students who were awesome about answering 
any questions we had. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday we were able to sleep in for a bit and didn’t 
have to leave until 8:30, so we definitely didn’t complain 
about it.  We were able to learn about the Physician’s  As-
sistant  program and PA school which included hands-on 
activities to learn about all of the things a PA can do.  We 
got to come back a little closer to home this day because 
we were able to job shadow at Vernon Memorial Hospital 
to compare rural medicine with that of bigger city.  We 
were treated to an awesome night out at a Loggers’ game. 

 

 

 

MacKenzie practicing her suturing 

    Elizabeth getting her early graduation 
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Thursday was our last day at camp.  We got ready for the 
day by packing up all of our dorm rooms which was kind 
of bittersweet knowing we were packing up lots of memo-
ries with so many of  the new friends we made.  We headed 
back to Gundersen’s ICE house where we practiced laparo-
scopic surgery and met ISTAN, a very human-like dummy 
that can do just about anything a real human can do.  We 
did our last job shadow here and we were able to meet with 
Dr. Erik Gundersen.  We graduated that afternoon with 
each of us giving a little speech about our whole week.  
Elizabeth wasn’t able to attend due to it being the same 
week as the state softball game! 

In the end, we didn’t just walk out of there with 19 new 
friends on Facebook, we left with 19 new friends, people 
who are going to be going through similar things in life at 
similar times like us.  We made memories to keep for life.  
As you can tell we definitely received our $75 worth of  
information which was the cost we paid to be able to partic-
ipate.  A special thanks goes to the teachers who wrote rec-
ommendations for us because without them we wouldn’t 
have been able to have this wonderful experience.  It was 
truly a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About a month afterwards I took a seat on and will be serv-
ing on the AHEC Alumni Association’s Executive Board 
where I will be representing rural high school students in 
the Scenic River area.  I am looking forward to serving on 
the board and keeping you informed on this new adventure.  
If you want to know what the board is doing at the present 
time, feel free to ask any questions as I would be more than 
glad to answer them to the best of my ability. 

 

 

 

MacKenzie and Sonja working 

with a med student on suturing 

Elizabeth getting checked out by a PA 

MacKenzie with camp friend sticking an arterial vein 

Sonja with new camp friends displaying public health 

       Group photo about public health 
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               My First Waterfowl Hunt 

                          By:  JadeAnn Oliver 

Last fall, my grandma and grandpa, JoEllen and Garry Oli-
ver enrolled me in the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources’ Hunter Safety Program held at the Chaseburg 
Rod and Gun Club.  After finishing the course, passing the 
test, and participating in a really fun program called Learn 

to Hunt, I was ready for my first hunt. 

In the Learn to Hunt  program each youth duck hunter is 
paired with an adult mentor whose job is to take youth 
hunters on a safe and fun duck hunt.  The special youth 
season opened on the last Saturday in September and I was 
excited because I had learned so much from the classes but 
had never been hunting.  I was lucky because my mentor 
was Garold Becker and I already knew him.  He’s a very 
nice man who raised four daughters of his own.  He is also 
an experienced duck hunter. 

Garold told me he was going to be at my house at 5:30 
a.m. on Saturday so I tried to get everything ready the 
night before.  I laid out my hip boots, hunting pants, hat, 
coat, gun and ammo, so that I’d be ready to go in the 
morning.  I was thankful because my hunter safety instruc-
tor, Caron Malin, loaned me her 20-gauge double-barrel 
shotgun to use on the hunt. 

On Saturday I got up early, dressed and shoveled breakfast 
into my mouth.  Garold was early and my grandma said, 
“Don’t forget your lunch.”  She packed it for me the night 
before. 

When we got to the landing I helped put the boat in the 
water, and after we loaded all our gear into the boat, I 
looked up at the truck and asked, “what about Marley?”  
Marley is Garold’s best friend.  He’s a 14-year-old black 
lab who likes to hunt ducks as much as Garold.  Garold 
smiled and said, “we don’t want to forget Marley,” and he 
quickly ran up to the truck and got him.  Marley was really  
excited.  He is a beautiful old dog with lots of gray hair on 
his face that looks like a goatee. 

In a few minutes the boat engine was running and we were 
on our way through the darkness.  When we got to our 
hunting spot, the water was very shallow.  Garold got out 
of the boat and set out about four goose decoys and a doz-
en duck decoys.  Then he pulled the boat up next to shore 
and set up our boat blind so we’d be camouflaged. 

Once settled in, we saw and heard some ducks and Garold 
started calling on his duck call.  As the sun came up over 
the bluffs along the Mississippi, a flock of ducks flew in 
front of the sun and their silhouette was an awesome sight.  
Garold stopped calling and it was completely quiet except 
for the sound of geese honking in the distance.  Then he 
started honking on his goose call and suddenly we saw two 
geese headed in our direction.  We got down and hid, but 
unfortunately they landed in a patch of lily pads off to our 
side and just out of range. 

Garold began calling again.  The geese swam closer, prob-
ably to within about 25 yards.  I raised my gun, but Garold 
said not to shoot because the birds were on the water and 
that would be “unsportsmanlike.” 

Suddenly the geese began flapping their wings and you 
could tell they were getting ready to take off.  In a moment 
they were airborne in front of us. 

I aimed, fired and one folded and fell dead.  Marley 
jumped out of the boat and swam out for the retrieve.  He 
was back in a minute with the huge bird in his mouth and 
he shook himself dry on the shore before getting back in 
the boat.  I thought to myself that, for those few minutes, 
Marley was a puppy again. 

When I held the bird, it was soft and warm and I was 
amazed at how big and heavy it was.  It was so cool and 
beautiful the way the water beads repelled from its feath-
ers. 

As I was admiring the goose, a pair of wood ducks flew 
past us and I shot and missed.  Wow, were they fast!  Just 
as I was feeling bad about missing, three other wood ducks 
came right in.  I shot and one fell dead.  I had killed my 
first duck and old Marley made another nice retrieve. 

For the rest of the morning we waited for the next exciting 
event to happen, but it never did and I realized that the en-
tire morning was one big exciting event that I’ll never for-
get.   

When we got to the boat landing, there were lots of youth 
hunters holding their birds, smiling, taking pictures and 
talking excitedly about their hunts.  I was pretty proud be-
cause I was the only one who bagged a honker.  Later we 
enjoyed grilled duck and it was delicious.  I had a lot of 
fun and I can’t wait to go duck hunting again. 

This fall, JadeAnn Oliver is a sixth grader at De Soto Mid-
dle School.  She lives with her grandparents, JoEllen and 
Garry Oliver in the Village of Stoddard, a stone’s throw 
from the Mississippi River and about seven miles south of 
La Crosse. 

 

 

 

 

JadeAnn Oliver with Garold Becker 
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Stoddard Fifth Grade 

The Stoddard Fifth Grade classroom was thrilled with a visit by Jacob Curti’s pet rabbit, Chester.  
Jacob’s mother explained to the students that Chester is a Holland Lop.  A Holland Lop is the smallest 
breed of the lop-eared rabbits with an ideal weight of 3.0 -  4.0 lbs. 

Pictured Front row:  Molly Werner, Maddison Dwyer, Lily Manning, Jacob Curti (holding), Kaden Pedretti, Lydia Wilson, 
Pearl Sikora     Middle row:  Aaron Talamantes, Kyler Kuhnke, Matt Boardman, James Veglahn, Cody Spears   Back row: Mr. 
Paletta, Tymber Huebner, Caleb Logslett, Paul Nickelotti, Alexis Story, Analia Arce, Dylan Willenberg, Mrs. Curti 



 7 

 

 
 

    Learning and Fun at Stoddard Elementary  

Jake Curti sharing Chester, an award winning rabbit from 

the Vernon County Fair. 

Front L to R:  Jake Curti, Landon Pedretti, Evan Curti 

Back:  Anastasia Zink, Nevaeh Sanders 

Mrs. Tollefson works with a group of 4th graders during their 

Extended Learning Time.  They are practicing place value 

through the millions by matching standard, word, and expanding 

forms of numbers.   

L to R around the table:  Mrs. Tollefson, Lily Greener, Alec 

Olson, Aidan Grelle, Lucas Walz, Alan Matson, Jordan Young 

Front L to R:  Jake Curti, Landon Pedretti, Evan 

Curti, Mrs. Umberger, Anastasia Zink, Payton 

Hunter 
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Stoddard Kindergarten Class 

Miss Daubert’s Kindergarten Explorers at Stoddard Elementary are casting off to a great new school 

year!  As the kindergarteners entered their new classroom they became the crew of the pirate ship Ex-

plorer.  The young pirates have begun their journey to visit the exciting lands of Math, Reading, Writ-

ing and Language.  Along the way, they will sing and play games and have a whooping good time.  

They are prepared to have fun and learn, or else they…walk the plank!!  The Kindergarten Crew has 

been working diligently to keep the Explorer in ship shape.  They created their own pirate hats and 

have been working as a team to keep the Explorer afloat.  The Kindergarten Crew is off to a great start 

to the new school year! 

Top Left to Right:  Kaden Knutson, Landyn Sanders, Hazel Skarlupka, Madalynn Polus, Carmen Peterson, Kaimayah 

DuCharme, Cecilia Vento, Grant Kozelka, Lillian Zink, Avyanna Fortun;   Middle L to R:  Grace Bernadot, Lindsey 

Volden, Cedar Kocimski, Mallorie Berra, Jonathan Montes, River Kirven, Zoey Lenser;  Bottom L to R: Callie Gil-

man, Tatum Fortun, Hope Hellerud, Justin Obert.  Not pictured:  Chandler Sweeney 
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Stoddard Grade 2 Front row:  Maverick DuCharme, Bryce Grelle, Jed Curti      Middle row: Mac-

kenzie Polus, Dakota Lenser, Anesah Ellis, Carter Logslett      Back row: Mrs. Hysel, Dalton Davis, 

Elissa Moser, Gracyn Beck, Ben Gray, Evan Pedretti 

Stoddard Grade 4  Front row:  Lucas Walz, Kenzy Kreuzer, Ella Penchi, Cassidy Oliver, Lily Greener  

Middle row: Trevor Lemke, Alec Olson,Mya Helgeson, Emma Hobbs, Quinton Nies    Back row: Aidan 

Grelle, Alan Matson, Brock Horstman, Ralph Alger, Jordan Young, Cierra Spears, Grace Hellerud, Mrs 

Gray 
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Stoddard PreK Class:  Row 1 L to R: Quinn Dunaway, Drew Obert    Row 2: Griffin Hanson, Brie Michniak, 

Tristan McCullick, Abigail Hatch, Elizabeth Hunter, Alexander Mercado-Arneson, Priscilla Wa Kiluba     Row 3: 

Austin DeFlorian, Logan Brudos, Joshua Hass     Row 4: Natalie Wilson, Cadence Copper, Jackson Trussoni, 

Talen McCullick, Trevor Berra    Row 5:  Zaide Graff, Trinity Boardman, William Fortun (on Ms. Fox’s lap), 

Josie Newberry (on Mary Radke’s lap) 

Stoddard Grade 1 Front row L to R: Chrysta Miller, Payton Hunter, Evan Curti, Angelo Vento, Abigail 

Eckert, Sophia Obert     Middle row:  Hesed Wa Kiluba, Landon Pedretti, Addisyn Trussoni, Bryan Mon-

tes, Anastasia Zink, Zoe Bee, Gage Hellerud      Back row: Cole Walz, Otto Matson, Mason Zink, Cole 

Wehling, Nevaeh Sanders, Amanda Moser, Chelsea Gronning, Mrs. Umberger 
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                        Summer School 2012  

 Bryce Grelle cooling off        Mrs. Keys and Preschoolers having picnic lunch 

       Evelyn Lindahl and Hazel Skarlupka good friends   Kody Spears and Lydia Wilson having fun 

Alan Matson, Ely Wakilbuba, Analia Arce, Cierra Spears            Lillian Zink, Chrysta Miller, Anastasia Zink 

riding into Spook Cave                having great lemonade 

  Brian Montes—wow it’s hot out here!        Mr. Olson and Gracyn Beck shopping 

         for souveniers 
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Music Department News 

         By:  Mark Arneson 

The following students were chosen by all of the local band directors in the Western Wisconsin Conference to repre-
sent De Soto Middle/High School in the Middle School / High School Honors Band:  Lauren Voelker -  Alto Sax, 
Henry Ortiz –Trumpet, Zachary Kuchta - Percussion, Ben King - Trombone, Jesse Douglas - Trombone, Emily Lager-
man - Baritone Sax, Samantha Abbot - Trumpet, Jordan Fremstad - Percussion, Marie Taylor - Contra Bass Clarinet. 

Upcoming Pep Band Events: 

 September 29 Retreat World’s Fair 

 October 4 DHS/Kickapoo Volleyball match 

 October 5 DHS/Kickapoo/LaFarge Homecoming 

   * Homecoming Parade in De Soto 

 October 9 DHS/Seneca Volleyball - Parent’s Night 

 October 12 DHS/North Crawford Football - Parent’s Night      

  

 The De Soto Drama Department to Present Disney’s Beauty and the Beast 

Step into the enchanted world of Broadway's modern classic, Disney's BEAUTY AND THE BEAST! De 
Soto students have been working hard memorizing lines, perfecting their voices, and setting the stage for 
this year’s musical performance.    

Based on the Academy-Award winning animated feature, the stage version includes all of the wonderful 
songs written by Alan Menken, and the late Howard Ashman, along with new songs by Mr. Menken and 
Tim Rice.  Our production will feature a live pit orchestra under the direction of Mr. Arneson. 

Students will present three performances of Disney’s Beauty and the Beast November 16th, 17th, and 18th.  
Friday and Saturday shows will begin at 7 pm, and Sunday’s matinee will begin at 4 pm followed by an ice 
cream social.  Tickets go on sale October 15th.  Contact Mr. Pierce for details. 
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Summer Reading Bag Program 

          By: Linda Townsend 

This past summer, elementary students at Stoddard and Prairie View became part of a new Summer Reading Bag Pro-

gram that offered them the opportunity to check out five or ten books from the library media center for the sum-

mer.  Students were excited last June as they came into the libraries and selected books to fill the cloth tote bags provid-

ed.  The bags were made available through a joint effort of the Parent Teacher Organizations, the Retreat Ramblers 4-H 

Club, parent volunteers and the school. Cloth was purchased with donations from the PTO groups then sewn into bags 

by 4-H club members and parent volunteers under the direction of elementary librarian, Mrs. Townsend. As the students 

returned their bags this fall at registration day or the first week of school, each child received a new book to add to his or 

her home library. Eighty-four students in the elementary schools worked toward reducing their summer-slide by reading 

with the Summer Reading Bag program. 

  

Tanner Pedretti concentrates on sewing a Summer       Adam Williams father assists him as he sews.      

Reading Bag (Prairie View student)          (Prairie View student)   

Stoddard third graders smile after filling their bags    Stoddard second graders are ready to read 

with books for the summer.      for the summer. 

Stoddard kindergartners are excited about taking    Emily, Gavin and Kiele return their summer 

books home for the summer.      reading bags and select books for their home  

         libraries during registration day in August. 
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STAR 

Reading at De Soto Middle/High School 
Submitted by: Leah Eulberg, HS English 

 

All students in grades six through eleven at De Soto Middle/High School take a computer based reading assess-

ment three times per year. The program was purchased through Renaissance Learning as a progress monitoring 

tool.  Testing at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year alerts teachers and students to reading deficien-

cies in need of correction as well as illuminates a student’s growth over time.  

Students receive an individual diagnostic report after the test has been administered, explaining their scores. Stu-

dents who score approximately two instructional grade levels below the ideal are supported with interventions to 

increase their overall reading abilities during regular classroom instruction or extended learning time. Skill areas 

that are addressed include: word decoding, vocabulary, comprehension, text structure, and analysis.  

 

 

 

 

A sample question 

from the STAR 

Reading test taken 

by secondary level 

students. 

 

 

What does this testing mean for parents? 

• You have a firm concept of your student’s reading abilities and growth over time. 

• You can decipher between reading difficulties and other behavior issues as it applies to academic success. 

• You can assist your student with selecting reading material suitable to increasing his/her current reading level. 

• You can anticipate your student’s scores on other standardized tests such as the WKCE. 

 

What should we consider before and after testing? 

• Computer programs can be faulty and give inaccurate scores. Single shot scores should not be considered firm 
results. 

• Students need to fully apply their skills when testing. 

• Students need to be free from distractions while testing. Such distractions may include hunger, noise, or tech-
nology malfunctions. 

• Test taking causes anxiety for many students and hinders their ability to fully demonstrate their capabilities.  

• Reading scores should not be used to anticipate a student’s grade in any course. 

For more information on the software program refer to http://www.renlearn.com/sr 
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Stoddard Elementary  

Grandparent’s Day 
 

        By: Caron Malin & Jena Tollefson 

 

     Our annual Grandparent’s Day was held on September 11th at Stoddard Elementary. 
It is an exciting time of the year when students get to share their school day with their 
grandparents. Together the students along with their grandparents got to partake in a de-
licious turkey and gravy lunch prepared by the schools kitchen staff Betsy Knutson and 
Deb Zink. This year the kitchen staff served a record breaking 229 people. The students 
and grandparents also enjoyed recess activities and the students had the chance to show 
off their classrooms and school work.  In a plant raffle for all of the attending grandpar-
ents Abigail Hatch and Brie Michniak’s grandparents were the lucky winners of two 
beautiful plants.  Grandparent’s day is a time of year the students, grandparents and staff 
look forward to every year. It is a great time to get together and celebrate another year 
beginning with family and friends. 

   

 

  



 16 

                         Grandparent’s Day at Prairie View 

  Cadence Thompson        Left: Olivia Audetat        Right:  Ashley Williams 

Levi Ernst and his mother 1st day of school          July 2012 swimming lessons at Lansing Pool 

De Soto Volleyball Team Took First Place at  

Seneca Tournament 

Front: Paige Gillespie, Leah Hagen, Hannah Loomis;   Middle: Jessica Kuchta, Liz Boardman, 

Jocelyn Pedretti;  Back: Savannah Hermeier, Shelbie Buckles, Katie Oppriecht, Morgan Olson 
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Although the summer of 2012 will be remembered as one of the hottest and driest summers on record the 
2012-13 School Year started with a surprise for many students and staff.  During the week of Labor Day 
heavy rains caused some water damage in De Soto High School that required clean-up and will require roof 
repair.  The maintenance staff is working with an existing warranty that will cover the cost of the roof repair.  
Our Maintenance Director, Pat Busteed, investigated and found out that the last major roof repair on the 
building was done about twelve years ago. 

 

Areas affected by the leaks in the high school roof caused water damage in at least twelve different areas of 
the building including:  the senior hallway and lockers, a math classroom, the west entrance area, the kitchen, 
the middle/high school library, the district office, the weight room, the technology education office, the fresh-
man hallway, the music room and other office areas.  Most of the water damage was to ceiling tile and was 
cleaned up within a few hours.  One senior student opened her locker to the surprise of water running out on 
her second day of school.  Thanks to the quick work of Pat Busteed, most of our students and staff were not 
affected by water damage. 

 

            Surprise - Water     Damage 

Pat Busteed, Maintenance Director,        Water on the floor in the wood shop  Water leak in the Curriculum Director’s 
cleaning up water at the end of senior       room.                                                    
hallway.                                

Ceiling tiles are buckling under the weight        Outside the Math classroom Pat Busteed poked    Water leaking through tiles in the district      

of water.                        holes in the tile to catch the water.                        office. 
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Would You Like to Make a Difference in the World?  

     Host an International Student     
 

Would you like to help students at De Soto learn about different cultures?  Give foreign students a chance to 
learn about our culture while helping your school and community in the process.  

 

By hosting an international student, your family members can become lifelong cultural learners who demon-
strate open minds and hearts. Join CETUSA in working toward global understanding and peace.  

 

There are many students who are looking forward to studying in America this spring semester.  These stu-
dents arrive in January and stay until the end of the school year in June.  Consider hosting an international 
student for the spring semester!  

     

Meike is from Germany and would like to come to America in January.  She is 15 years old.  Meike wrote 
about herself: I like to be active and play sports, spend time with friends, but I also like to relax read a book 
and listen to music. Tennis is my favorite sport to play. I like to keep my room clean, enjoy cooking and bak-
ing as well. I get along well with my older sister. 

 

There are many great students who are looking for homes.  I can help find a student that will be a match for 
your family. 

 

Host families provide room and board, some local transportation and guidance. Please call and I will tele-
phone or meet with your family to answer any questions you may have. The only commitment you make by 
calling is the commitment to learn more about this opportunity.   

 

For more information and to see more profiles visit our website at www.cetusa.org or contact me: 

 

Jen Klekamp  ~ Community Coordinator, CETUSA 

jenklekamp@hotmail.com  608.293.2399 www.cetusa.org 

 
~ Be the Change You Wish to See in the World – Ghandi ~ 
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Dates to Remember 

  October 15-19  National School Lunch Week 

  October 10  School Board Meeting 7 p.m. 

  October 22  Budget Hearing and Annual Meeting 7 p.m. 

  October 16  Stoddard Photo Retake Day 

  October 17  Prairie View Photo Retake Day 

  October 22-26  National School Bus Safety Week 

  October 25  No School—Teacher In-service 

  October 26  No School—Vacation Day 

  November 6  End of First Quarter 

  November 11-17 American Education Week 

  November 15  Parent / Teacher Conferences 4-8 pm 

  November 16  Parent / Teacher Conferences 8 am–Noon (No School) 

  November 19  School Board Meeting 7 p.m. 

  November 21  No School—Teacher In-service  

  November 22-23 Thanksgiving Vacation—No School  

  

Healthy Changes in Our School Cafeterias! 

         By:  Betsy Knutson, Food Service Director 

Dear De Soto School District families, 

This fall, De Soto school cafeterias are meeting tough new federal nutrition standards for school meals, ensuring that meals are 

healthy and well-balanced and provide students all the nutrition they need to succeed at school.  Now is a great time to encourage 

your kids to choose school lunch! 

School meals offer students milk, fruits and vegetables, proteins and grains, and they must meet strict limits on saturated fat and 

portion size.  Starting in School Year 2012-2013, school lunches will meet additional standards requiring: 

• Age-appropriate calorie limits 

• Larger servings of vegetables and fruits (students must take at least one serving of produce) 

• A wider variety of vegetables, including dark green and red/orange vegetables and legumes 

• Fat-free or 1% milk (flavored milk must be fat-free) 

• More whole grains  

• And less sodium 

We’re always working to offer De Soto students healthier, tastier choices, and by offering more fresh vegetables from the school 

garden when available.    

School meals are a great value and a huge convenience for busy families too!  Breakfast price will be $1 for all grades.  Lunch for 

Elementary students $2.15 and MS/HS students $2.45 per meal.  

We look forward to welcoming your children to the cafeteria this fall.  To find De Soto’s healthy school menus please visit our 
website at www.desoto.k12.wi.us, and to get the facts about school meals visit www.TrayTalk.org.  
Thank you! 
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2012-2013 DISTRICT GOALS 

Goal #1:  To pursue fiscally responsible means in systems of opera(on including transporta(on, 

buildings & grounds to support the pursuit of our vision 

Goal #2:  Strive for academic excellence in all areas and to focus on Math and Reading across the 

curriculum 

Goal #3:  Con(nue to pursue and secure alterna(ve revenue sources for our district 

Goal #4:  Improve teaching and learning by support of staff development with focus on in-district 

professional development opportuni(es 

 
 

NOTE:  The Budget Hearing and Annual Meeting of the De Soto School District 

will be held on Monday, October 22, 2012 beginning at 7:00 P.M. 

 
 
 
 

   
 
    
   Students - Parents - Grandparents 
    
   Scholastic Book Fair is Coming Soon! 
 

   Prairie View Library November 12-16, 2012 

   Stoddard Library December 3-7, 2012 

 
   Visit the book fair and purchase a book for yourself or someone you care  
   about.  Check out the elementary school library webpage for more information. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The school newsletter is not sent to all boxholders.  It is sent 

home with students and copies will be put in the banks and post offices in the District as well as Pedretti’s in 

Genoa, Pronto in De Soto, at the Red Mound Store and Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district web-

site at  www. desoto.k12.wi.us.  Please contact us at 648-0102 if you want to receive a copy of the Newsletter. 

 


