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DE SOTO AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT 
Dedicated to Learning and Growth; Striving for Excellence 

Awaycoming 2016 

Due to damage from the September 21st and 22nd storms, the Pirates had to take 

Homecoming and home playoff games on the road to UW-L and Logan High School. 

The De Soto Pirate Pit on September 22, 2016 

following torrential rains.  The creek that     

borders the field, overflowed from storm runoff 

and rendered the practice and playing fields 

unusable. 

Many districts offered their facilities for De 

Soto to play their Homecoming game.  UW-L 

was the site chosen for Homecoming and the 

University waived the facility fee.  The Team 

was able to salvage “The Pit” sign from the 

mud and bring it as a piece of home to rally 

the Team.  Thank you for all the support for 

De Soto Students and the community during 

this challenging time! 
The day ended with the Homecoming Dance back 

at the High School. The Homecoming Court are 

pictured from left to right:  Zach Kuchta & Jaclyn 

Dahl, Conner Clements & Victoria Chapes, Logan 

Scoville & Rachel Veglahn, Brandon Parr &    

Rachel Wellman and Patrick Gillespie & Cassidy 

Gillespie.  Brandon Parr and Victoria Chapes 

were crowned 2017 Homecoming King and 

Queen. 

What a great day to be a Pirate!! 

UW-L Veteran's Memorial Field  
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De Soto Area Schools—A Vision of Student Achievement                 

Our vision is  to work collaboratively with parents and the community in providing 

exemplary educational opportunities in academics, arts, athletics, technology  and 

citizenship. We are dedicated to meeting the needs and interests of all students and 

we are committed to providing programs and support systems so every student 

learns, grows, and experiences success  that transfers to their next grade level, and 

following graduation, into college, career, service and life opportunities! 

__________________________SEPTEMBER__________________________ 

This is an amazing community and school district, one that works together 

during great times and one that pulls together during great adversity. The year 

started off in August with high anticipation. Fall sports were underway and 

students led the teacher/staff in-service with thoughtful speeches filled with 

optimism about their education in the De Soto School District. Their all-

inclusive comments touched on the importance of peer friendships, parent 

involvement, community collaborative efforts supporting schools, and they 

graciously shared stories on the positive difference teachers and staff have 

made in their lives. Students also remarked on the role they play themselves 

through volunteering in community service projects, something they did not 

realize at the time would be even more poignant a few short weeks into September.  

Our focus is to begin every year welcoming our students and staff and establishing an environment that     

promotes collaboration, creativity, problem-solving, leadership, interpersonal skills, goal setting and critical 

thinking. We were delighted when the La Crosse Tribune chose to recognize our efforts and featured our 

Back-to-School initiatives on the front page of the Tribune! We are so appreciative that our innovative        

initiatives were recognized in this manner and we believe this is a tribute to outstanding education repre-

sentative of our district as well as the quality of education in our region. We wish to gratefully acknowledge 

our community members for their collaborative efforts to kick our school year off with such success with 

their program presentations:  Career Readiness—Deb Scoville, Human Resources of Franciscan Sisters of  

Welcome new MS/HS staff!                                                                              

L-R:  Mai Lang Lor-MS Special Education 

Aide, Kristina Walleser & Audrey Alfson—

HS English, Ruth Bent—HS Spanish, and 

Mandi Boardman—HS Science 

Pearl Sikora, De Soto High School 

9th grader, shares stories on how 

teachers and staff have made a 

difference in her education at the 

August district in-service.  

Rob Hunter, De Soto Middle 

School student, leads the 

Pledge of Allegiance at the 

August district in-service. 

Deb Scoville, Human Resources 

Coordinator for the Sisters of 

Perpetual Adoration spoke on 

How to Get a Job and Keep It! 
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 Perpetual Adoration; Healthy Relationships—Sarah Johnson, YMCA; Personal 

Safety—Sheriff John Spears, Vernon County Sheriff’s Department; Bully     

Prevention—Alyson Swanke, WI National Guard, De Soto Trail—Maryann 

Baldwin, volunteer, and Vernon County Humane Society—Reese the Rescue 

Dog. While every Middle/High School teacher took part in leading a program     

activity, we would like to acknowledge our teacher-leaders who presented 

on relevant topics:  Goal Setting/Team Building—Mandi Boardman; Kindness 

Art Project—Tom Stingl; Graduation  Requirements/Career & College—

Kirsten Jandrin, and Wellness—Cody Morrison and Danielle Hopkins.  It was a 

great opening day of school! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first few weeks saw students immersed in school work and activities and 

many preparing their Vernon County Fair exhibits. The number of our         

elementary through high school students who display 4-H and FFA projects 

and livestock exhibits is impressive and it was also wonderful to have Prairie 

View Elementary showcase their school in the Education Building.  
 

The rains came the week following the Fair, and they were the beginning of a 

series of challenges that rocked our greater community.  The September 21 

& 22 storms flooded farmland and homes, displacing families and destroying 

houses, buildings, and property, and undermining roads and bridges. De Soto 

Middle/High School did not escape the effects of the torrential rains, and the 

football field was, and remains, symbolic of the damage done in our         

community and throughout Vernon and Crawford counties.  
 

There were also tragic losses of life that greatly impacted our students and 

community. Words somehow seem too inadequate to express the sadness of  

Students learned about commu-

nity service opportunities at the 

Vernon County Humane Society 

with Reese one of the many 

dogs available for adoption. 

Stoddard 5th grader, Cole Walz 

speaks to teachers and staff at 

the August in-service on the role 

they have played in his educa-

tion.  

Art teacher, Tom Stingl works 

with middle and high school   

students on the Kindness Art  

project. Along with hand prints, 

students wrote messages        

depicting the “kind” of school 

environment they will help     

create throughout the year. 

The Vernon County Sheriff’s Department located the speed sign on Main 

Street west of De Soto Middle/High School for the first two weeks of school. 

The sign assisted drivers in remembering to slow down as they approached 

the school zone. We greatly appreciated the support from the Sheriff’s             

Department and Lt. Jason Crume  with this proactive safety approach.   
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______________________________SEPTEMBER______________________________ 

losing community members and alumni to tragic circumstances. Through it all the outpouring of caring was 
demonstrated daily by young and old alike. We also regrettably learned that former teacher, Bob Bonine  
succumbed to ALS, commonly known as Lou Gehrig’s disease on November 5. Bob had a tremendous passion 
for teaching and a great rapport with students. He, along with the others our school and community lost, will 
be sorely missed.  

Resilient. There is no other word that best describes how our      
students, their families, teachers, staff and community members 
responded to the life circumstances of this fall. Following the 
storms, Coach Ev Wick guided our football team using community 
outreach and service as a forum for overcoming the devastation 
caused by the storm to both property and emotions. Unable to 
practice or play Friday’s game, the football team instead went out 
to lend a hand to home owners and businesses, running a continu-
ous bucket brigade of shoveled mud, muck and water.  In doing so, 
the team gained a sense of control over what happened, taking 
back some of what was taken away, and giving back much more 
than labor, giving inspiration that was shared by social media as 
well as the news media around the state and nation. The team’s 
efforts fostered a sense of outreach and compassionate acts were 
evident on a daily basis. Seeing the news stories on the team             
resulted in organizations and people coming into our communities 
offering monetary assistance, supplies and clean-up labor. Local 

churches offered meals and fund raisers, civic organizations made donations and students from Viroqua              
Middle/High School baked cookies and delivered them to their De Soto peers, truly an act of kindness and 
caring.                                                                                 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Governor Walker meets with student    

leaders on his visit to De Soto and to the 

region following the September storms and 

flooding. De Soto MS/HS was the host site 

for a meeting with the Governor and local 

emergency management officials and   

community leaders.  

“A Sign of Hope” Football players dug out The PIT sign which 

travelled to “away-coming” at UW-L and to Logan’s field for the 

1st round of playoffs hosted by De Soto. 

DE SOTO MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL                    

Hosts Local & State Emergency                   

Management Response Meeting 
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Football stat Personnel L-R Jenna 

Trussoni, Morgan Woodhouse, Sarah 

Knutson and Karmyn Jarzemski. 

______________________OCTOBER______________________ 

Homecoming, or “away-coming” as Coach Wick coined, playing at UW

-La Crosse was a great day of school and community spirit. Due to the 

earlier game time, the traditional activities started before lunch.    

Students from both Stoddard and Prairie View participated in the 

Homecoming Assembly games and parade. Special thanks is extended 

to the elementary teachers and principals for their efforts to make it a 

special day for everyone!  A huge thank you also goes out to our bus 

company, Southwest Bus Services, who sponsored the team bus to 

UW-L. We are truly grateful to UW-La Crosse, Coach Mike Schmidt, 

Athletic Director Kim Blum, Facilities Director Jason Murphy and 

Chancellor Joe Gow for providing the field and event staff at no cost! 

Thank you’s are also extended to Aquinas and Holmen for adjusting 

their game time to accommodate the De Soto Homecoming! 

____________________October Parent/Teacher Conferences____________________ 

Parent/Teacher Conferences are always well attended, especially at the elementary schools. Thank you       

parents for participating in these very important meetings crucial to every child’s education and progress. 

Parent Connect remains a tool to assist parents in staying on track with their child’s progress. Parents are 

welcome to call or email teachers with any questions, concerns or suggestions. We sincerely welcome the 

collaborative efforts in our shared goal to have every child learn, grow and succeed! We are also very     

grateful when parents share with teachers, principals or the office when your child has a need. We welcome 

collaborative efforts and  parent communication!   

____________________Junior Career Expo____________________ 

Juniors attended the annual Career Expo in La Crosse in October. Students received information on post-

secondary education opportunities and on a wide variety of career options. Information is available from the 

School Counselor on career, college, military service and work force options following high school. School-to-

work opportunities are also available and juniors and seniors may earn credit for work experiences. Contact 

Mrs. Jandrin, school counselor for more information. 
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____________________MS/HS AFTER SCHOOL STUDY____________________ 

After School Study is offered Monday through Thursday nights for De Soto Middle & High School Students. 

After School Study teachers are available from 3:30-5:50pm.  Students are able to receive assistance in all 

content areas. Students must sign up daily in the office before 1:00 p.m. and also for the Late Bus if that is 

needed for transportation home. Parents are welcome to contact your child’s teachers and the office if you 

would like your MS/HS students to participate in the After School Study program. 

De Soto High School hosted the annual Ridge & Valley Student Leadership Conference in November with   

students from conference schools participating in activities focusing on leadership, sportsmanship and service 

to others. Craig Hillier, a nationally renowned presenter, was the featured speaker engaging students in team 

building activities, goal setting and exploration of leadership styles. We’d like to acknowledge our great      

students for helping Mr. King set up and clean up and for making the visiting students feel welcomed.   

_________________________NOVEMBER_________________________ 

All district schools                

honored area veterans 

with special Veterans 

Day assemblies. De Soto 

Middle and High School 

students performed 

reader’s theatre                      

featuring memoirs from 

veteran’s military service 

experiences.                             

Additionally, the MS/HS band performed and the HS Choir sang the National 

Anthem as part of a theatrical performance. Cheyanne Boardman was                                     

recognized for personally raising $300 in support of the Freedom Honor         

Flight program which was matched making the total contribution $600.  
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WISCONSIN DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION—STATE REPORT CARDS 

On November 17, the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction released the most recent “State Report 
Cards.” This is one of many data points we reference as a school district to document the learning progress, 
growth and achievement of each of our students. We are pleased to report we improved from a district 
score in 2012-13 of 64.9 which was assessed as “Meets Expectations” to a score in 2015-16 of 82.2  which is 
an indicator that the De Soto Area School District has been identified as “Exceeds Expectations.”   

Prairie View was our lead school in academic accomplishment earning a designation of “Significantly Ex-
ceeds Expectations” with a score of 90.7!  Stoddard and De Soto Middle School, both received designations 
as schools that “Exceeds Expectation” and improved upon the previous designation in 2012-13.  De Soto 
High School improved as well, and was at the top of “Meets Expectations,” only 1/10th of a point away from 
being designated as “Exceeds Expectations.”   

Congratulations to our exceptional teachers and students who worked at the grass roots level on             
curriculum and interventions that significantly impacted Pre-K-12 upward grade level progress.  We are so 
proud of our wonderful students and we are excited that these report cards recognize the collaborative 
effort and hard work across all educational levels in our district!  Thank you parents and community for your 
support and for ensuring our students needs are met through outstanding facilities, programs, and extended 
classroom experiences through local, state, national and international field trip opportunities  
 

Parents and the public are welcome to view the DPI report cards for each school and for the district. The 
report cards are available on our website:  www.desoto.k12.wi.us  by clicking on District Performance in the 
left tool bar. 

Viroqua Students Reach Out to De Soto Students 

Students from the Viroqua School District brought a welcome 

gift of thoughtfulness to De Soto Middle & High School           

students, teachers and staff. Along with a message of support,    

cookies baked by Viroqua students were delivered and handed 

out to our students and staff. This was a student led outreach, 

recognizing the challenges faced this fall that affected our stu-

dents, families and the community. 

De Soto students and staff were touched and appreciative of 

the message of support and the effort by the Viroqua students 

in baking over 300 cookies so everyone received one. We                   

extend our sincerest thanks to the Viroqua students and staff 

for their leadership and caring outreach! 

_______________DE SOTO “REMIND” TEXT MESSAGES________________ 

To receive messages via text, text @desotosnow to 81010. You can opt-out of messages at anytime by      

replying, “unsubscribe@desotosnow”  To receive messages via email, send an email to:                                                                           

desotosnow@mail.remind.com  To unsubscribe, reply with “unsubscribe” in the subject line.  
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De Soto Area School District 

2015-16 Report Card Summary 

The results are in and De Soto District and Schools have great report cards!!   

Thank you to Teachers, Students, Families and the Community for helping us achieve these AWESOME results!! 

 

 

District Overall Report Card Prairie View Report Card 

 

Stoddard Report Card 

 

De Soto Middle Report Card De Soto High Report Card 

Pupil Non-Discrimination District Self-Evaluation  

De Soto Area School District is seeking residents, parents, students and staff to participate in a district self-evaluation of our Pupil 

Non-Discrimination policies and procedures. The District values all stakeholder input.  

Opportunities for the community to learn more and provide feedback will occur at the Parent/Teacher conferences held at Prairie 

View and Stoddard on February 16, 2017 at 6:00 p.m. in their Library Media Centers; at the MS/HS Parent/Teacher Conferences on 

February 20, 2017 at 6:00 p.m.; and during a presentation at the School Board meeting on February 20, 2017 in the Library  Media 

Center. Students will have opportunities to provide feedback through forums scheduled during the school day and teachers/staff 

may do so as well during PLC meetings and staff development dates. 

Individuals who are interested in providing feedback at other times, are welcome to do so by contacting Mrs. Gronning or Mrs.  

Malin at 608-648-0102.  
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_____WEST SALEM STUDENTS DEMONSTRATE THE GENEROSITY OF OUTREACH TO OTHERS_____ 

De Soto Middle/High School students hosted West Salem High School’s Youth Frontiers group, led by social 

studies teacher Ryan Nelson on December 2 at a special all-school assembly. De Soto’s band welcomed West 

Salem by performing their school song and members of the assembly committee introduced West Salem    

students and staff along with featuring news report videos on the storm flooding. Several members of the 

West Salem Youth Frontiers group explained how they coordinated a Penny War fundraiser and presented a 

check for an amazing $3,200 to help support students,  the De Soto community and the school’s football 

field/dirt track recovery from the flood damage. The Kwik Trip in West Salem contributed another $100 to 

make the donation $3,300.  De Soto football coach Ev Wick, School Board President Rick Pedretti and De Soto 

Village Trustee Tim Gillespie each spoke in appreciation of the donation.   

__________________________DECEMBER__________________________ 

Learning of the storm damage to 

De Soto’s field & dirt track, Terry 

and Donna Inman offered to     

support the cost of the football 

team playing at UW-L.  When    

UW-L waived the $1,800 facility 

rental fee, the Inman’s generously 

maintained the donation with a      

request that $900 go to support 

the field/track restoration and 

$900 would be given to support 

instruments for the band.    

Thank you Terry & Donna                               

for this wonderful gift! 
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TECH CREW:  Sean Ziegler, Drew Foley and Ben Rice 

assisted Mr. Gronning in setting up the lighting and 

sound for The Grinch. During the performances, 

Sean was responsible for managing the sound level 

for ten microphones worn by different actors. Gary 

Zelmer controlled all the lighting changes for every 

scene. Pictured L-R are Mr. Gronning, IT Director, 

Sean Ziegler and Gary Zelmer.   

The Grinch that Stole Christmas in De Sotoville 

The De Soto Drama Department presented The Grinch that Stole Christmas in De Sotoville!  The play was   

rewritten by assistant director, Holly Wagner and featured De Soto themes and characters. The cast       

members were: Front L-R:  Lovisa Lekander—Max, Leilani Fisher Wallin—Chelsea Lou Who, Avyn Holliday—

Clerk, Wyatt Lachman—Policeman 2; Standing L-R:  Matt Boardman—Mr. Gronning, Logan Buckles—

Policeman 1 & Mr. Parker, Hunter Pedretti—Tim, Jesse Poulin—Mayor, Sierra Martinson—Martha May, Chia 

Lin Ma—Shopper, Xenia Ibarra—Kim, Sam Marley—The Grinch, Kylee Boardman—Mayor’s Assistant, Brianna 

McKittrick—Narrator, Alan Matson—Brother T, Anna Busteed—Mrs. Gronning. Student Crew:  Rachael   

Wellman—Hair & Makeup, Sean Ziegler—Sound, Gary Zelmer—Lighting, Drew Foley & Ben Rice—Lighting & 

Sound Set Up.  The Grinch was directed by Mrs. Schwartz and Mrs. Wagner. Mrs. Buckles supervised hair and 

make-up. Mr. Pierce assisted with stage set and design, Mrs. Gronning video taped the performance and Mr. 

Gronning set up the lighting and audio equipment and edited the video of the play which is available on DVD. 

Please contact the office to obtain a copy. 



11 

The Dairyland Power Cooperative (DPC) learned of the storm damage to De Soto’s football field & dirt track and 

wanted to help by providing a donation that they hope will inspire other businesses, alumni and area benefactors to    

duplicate. In their newsletter, Dairyland Power noted, “De Soto was one of many Driftless region communities impacted 

by heavy rainfall and flooding in September. The football and track fields at the De Soto Area Middle and High School 

were ruined by flooding related landslides and water damage.” Our District is very appreciative of the Dairyland Power 

Cooperative’s donation of $2,000 to help support flood damage recovery! 

Pictured:  Brian Rude, DPC Vice President-External and Member Relations and Jeff Springer, DPC Manager,        

Technical Services and Energy Efficiency joined by Mrs. Gronning, principal/superintendent, Tori Chapes, track team 

member, Sierra Tully, senior class president, Ben Rice and Austin Anderson for the presentation of the $2,000 check. 

THANK YOU!!!                                                              

DE SOTO FIELD/TRACK RESTORATION DONORS 

 Bill and Kathy (Wrobel) Lockington $250 

 Gary & Nancy Beyer $100 

 Terry & Donna Inman $900 Field/Track (and 

in an unrelated donation the Inman’s gave 

 $900 towards band instruments) 

 Dairyland Power Cooperative $2,000 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY—PUBLIC ASSISTANCE      

The District received notification on October 24 that FEMA had “declared” Vernon County due to the flash flooding 

event. This allowed our district to begin the application process for FEMA Public Assistance at an initial meeting held at 

the Vernon County Court House on November 1. The process for filing a FEMA application is extension and covers 

many months. If our district’s application is approved FEMA’s share of work costs is 75% with 12.5% coming from the 

State and 12.5% generated from district funds which could also include donations, grants and fund raising efforts.                                                   

De Soto High School was the host site for the FEMA “Kickoff Exploratory Call” meeting for both the Village of         

De  Soto and our District on November 9 and on the same date we hosted a meeting with representatives from          

Wisconsin Emergency Management, the WI DNR and FEMA engineers to discuss mitigation possibilities which would 

reduce the impact of future similar type storms on school property and in the community. Restoration of the football 

field and dirt track is the District’s primary goal with mitigation work focusing on reducing the impact of future storm 

damage. Initial mitigation discussions have included the “hardening” of land and stream bank areas that were previously 

engineered and upgrading embankment armor with larger rock. Permission was given in December by the WI DNR   

allowing the District to remove the riprap and debris that had accumulated in the stream bed to the south of the football 

field. This build up resulted in the stream bed being almost level with the dirt track and football field sidelines. 

The FEMA application process prescribes all processes and requirements including the solicitation of work bids from 

local and minority owned companies. The District is extending RFP’s (request for proposals) to consultants that meet the  

criteria established by FEMA in order to ensure our application’s eligibility. FEMA has provided a regional Public          

Assistance Coordinator (PAC) to work with area government agencies which includes assisting our District. The PAC 

has assisted with meeting facilitation, and coordinates the deployment of  resource experts to meet with our School 

Board Building & Grounds Committee and administration. The process will continue over the next several months and 

will include reviewing previous storm related documents, along with ongoing discussions of options and engineering 

plans for restoration and mitigation.  

P 

I 

R 

A 

T 

E 

S 
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2016-17 Board Meeting Dates 
 

Monday, January 16 

 

Monday, February  20 

 

Monday, March 20 

 

Monday, April 24 

 

Monday, May 15 

 

All meetings are open to the public and held in the Middle/High 

School LMC at 7:00 pm unless posted differently.  Remaining 

meetings will be set following the election. 

NOTICE OF SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION 

April 4, 2017 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that an election to be held in the 

School District of  DE SOTO on Tuesday, April 4, 2017, the fol-

lowing offices are to be elected to succeed the present incumbents 

listed.  The term of office for school board member is three years 

beginning on Monday, April 24, 2017 for the following three po-

sitions. 

 

 Office    Incumbent  

 

 Town of Genoa   Jess Boardman 

 Town of Freeman  Kirk Holliday 

 Town of Wheatland  Rick Pedretti 

 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that a Campaign Registration 

Statement and a Declaration of Candidacy, must be filed no later 

than 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 3, 2017, in the De Soto 

School District Office, 615 Main Street, De Soto, WI  54624.  

The candidates may meet at the De Soto School District Office on 

Friday, January 6, 2017, at 11:00 a.m. for the purpose of drawing 

for positions on the ballot. 

 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN, that if a primary is necessary, 

the primary will be held on Tuesday, February 21, 2017.   

 

A description of the school district boundaries can be obtained 

from the school district office. 

 

   Dated this 14th day of November, 2016. 

 

    Geri Fox 

    School District Clerk 

LOST & FOUND ITEMS 

Lost and found items seem to magically appear in 

hallways, left in the bathrooms, locker rooms,      

commons, gym or library. There are a variety of nice 

clothing items including sweatshirts, hats, shirts and 

pants. We know that parents work hard to provide 

these items for students so we have a table located 

near the office at each school building.  Please stop by 

the lost and found table the next time you are in our 

buildings.  You may find 

something you had forgotten 

you had lost. 

School Board Members 

Rick Pedretti, President 

Jess Boardman, Vice-President 

Kirk Holliday, Treasurer 

Geri Fox, Clerk 

Shirley Alton 

Will Buckles 

Dan Fladhammer  

Jeff Long 

Dean Penkalski 

Wellness Center 

Open to the Community 

The Strength & Conditioning Center at the  

Middle/High School is supervised and open to 

the Community. 

Hours are: Tues & Thurs—6:00am to 7:00am 

and Mon-Wed—6:00pm to 8:00pm.   

For more information call (608) 648-0100. 

Supervised and open to Students only 

Monday, Wednesday, Friday 3:30-6:00pm  
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STUDENT  
DROP OFF & PICK UP 

 

This is a reminder to parents/

guardians dropping their students off.  

Please watch for buses needing to 

load and unload.  Remind your child 

they should not cut in between buses 

or in front of buses and should only 

cross the road with your supervision.  

FREE & REDUCED MEALS 
 

“Free and reduced meals” is a USDA government sponsored program that      

provides meals at a reduced cost or free to eligible families. Applications are    

available at your school office. There is no limit on how many times you can apply 

for the benefit. So, if your income situation has changed, please complete an      

application today to see if your family can benefit. 

Bob Bonine—BO9 

1956-2016 

 

Bob Bonine was a Chemistry, Physics 

and General Science teacher at                  

De Soto High School from 1991 until 

April 2013 when he took medical 

leave due to health concerns from 

ALS.  Bob loved his De Soto family 

and the community of De Soto.  We are able to share some of 

Bob’s last words of advice, thank you RoxAnne Fox for         

permission to print this.  He will be greatly missed by all!  

From the Journal of Robert Bonine: 

ALS is beginning to rob me of movement and voice…but I’ve 

finally discovered the secret to space teleportation.  It was so 

simple.  I’ve told no one, not even my beloved RoxAnne.  There is 

one small problem – it is a one-way journey.  I cannot return.  

My atomic structure will change and I will become pure energy. 

To my students – continue to be problem solvers.  Always     

question what you see, what you hear, and validate your sources.  

If you do this, you will continually groove your brain.  Believe 

me, no one wants a brain as smooth as a bowling ball. 

To Roxanne – the universe conspired to bring us together. You 

made me a stronger person and I hope I brought some laughter 

into your life. 

To all humankind, GLOBAL WARMING IS REAL.  Save our 

planet!  

As my atoms begin to spread throughout the universe and I 

reach maximum entropy, remember this:  Anything that doesn’t 

matter, has no mass.  Think about it. 

Live long and prosper! B0-9  

Student Enrichment Activities 

The school district is proud that our         

students have the opportunity to participate 

in the  following enrichment activities and 

field trips: 

♦ Fire Prevention Week—Stoddard students visit 

Stoddard Fire Department and Wheatland Fire    

Department visits Prairie View  

♦ Splash Park & Sweet Shop 

♦ Plays and Musicals at Viterbo—4K through 5th 

grades 

♦ Pumpkin Farm—4K-5K 

♦ Hixon Park—1st grades 

♦ Norskadalen—2nd grades 

♦ Roller Skating—3rd grades 

♦ Kickapoo Valley Reserve---3rd grades 

♦ Villa Louis (Dousman Mansion)—4th grades 

♦ Heritage Fair—4th grades 

♦ Farm & Safety Trip—4th grades 

♦ Bowling—4th grades 

♦ State Capitol, Zoo, & Museum—4th grades 

♦ Fish Hatchery—5th grades 

♦ Ski Trip—5th grades 

♦ Rendezvous 5th grades—sponsored by 7th grade 

♦ Wyalusing—6th grade 

♦ Rendezvous—7th grade 

♦ Washington, DC—8th grade 

♦ Mexico—High School 

♦ FFA—Senior trip to Chicago 

♦ FFA—Jag Lake 

♦ Field Day—All Grades—Alternate traveling   

every other year between Stoddard to Prairie 

View 
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Prairie View Students Get Out the Vote! 

On Monday November 8th, all students and staff at Prairie View Elementary were given the opportunity to participate in 

our ‘mock’ 2016 Presidential election.   

After lunch, students waited patiently in line to vote for their candidate of choice.  Some knew right away who to vote 

for, while others had to contemplate it a moment in the voting booths.   

The candidates on the ballot included the Democratic, Republican, Libertarian and Green Party candidate for President 

and Vice-President, as well as an option to ‘write in’ a candidate of their choice.  

Students took their voting duties seriously and were rewarded with “I Voted” stickers (and a piece of candy) after they 

cast their ballot into a sealed box.  

The votes were tallied and the results closely mirrored the official election the very next day!   

All in fun, Melissa, Prairie View’s secretary got 1 vote for President and 1 vote for Vice-President in the write-in portion 

of the ballot.  

The students enjoyed the opportunity to cast their votes and we hope this positive experience will prompt them to       

actively vote when they are of age. 

The mock election was organized by Prairie View’s library aide, Mrs. Russell-Miller with the help of Melissa Skildum 

and Jennifer Gullickson. 

Prairie View’s library aide, Cheryl Russell-Miller, 

explains the ballot to students before they vote. 
Mr. Olson had to make do with a 

voting booth built for students 

Pre-K student Brewer 

Sudol casts his vote in 

Prairie View’s 2016 

mock election while 

classmate McKinley 

Stenslien looks on. 
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Kindergarten and Preschool Pumpkin Patch Field Trip 

This fall our Kindergarten and Preschool classes from Stoddard 

and Prairie View spent the  morning at Tuckers Pumpkin Patch 

in Chaseburg. We enjoyed the animals, the corn sandbox, the 

corn maze, and of course picking pumpkins and gourds. Tucker 

always gives such an  animated tour of the farm and he makes 

learning so much fun for the kids and adults. After the pumpkin 

patch we all headed to the park to play for a little bit. Needless 

to say the kids were exhausted and so were the teachers.  

We can’t wait to go again next year! 

The Stoddard Kindergarten class slowed down long 

enough to take this picture at the pumpkin patch 

Prairie View PTO is excited to be in the swing of things after our intense fall of hardships.  De Soto folks have big 

hearts and a strong will to keep going.  The PTO lifted spirts with our Annual Spooktacular.  Kim Kozelka headed a 

great team of people including high school volunteers who made the night of games, music and snacks spooky and 

fun.  Thanks to Cheryl Russell-Miller for heading the Clothing Swap.  In December the PTO will open the Holiday 

Gift Store.  Order forms for Scrip Cards are available and we are looking for another fundraiser soon.  Thank you to 

all who help with the PTO!  It really makes a difference in our school. 

Written by Christine Harrington 

Cooper Hanson playing 

the Pumpkin Race at the 

Spooktacular 

CJ Hanson, Leah Meyer, and 

Krysta Hanson having fun at 

the Spooktacular 

Chelsie Meyer, Gibbson 

Schultz, and Royce       

Scoville pose for a picture 
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The Stoddard Fifth Grade class has been working hard learning about the major issues of the 2016 Presidential      

election. After researching topics ranging from gun control to healthcare the students decided they were ready for the 

campaign.  Numerous students were interested in running for president so, we began with a primary that reduced the 

candidates to two students. November 1st our two primary winners Abigail Eckert and Landon Pedretti, debated in 

front of the entire school. Both candidates represented their party admirably. In fact, our two national candidates 

could learn something about civility and decorum from them. The students all said that they learned a lot about     

elections and had a great time.  After seeing the passion that the kids showed it might be possible that we have a    

future president coming out of the De Soto School District in about thirty years.  

2nd Annual Stoddard PTO Chili Cook Off 
 

The Stoddard Chili Cook Off is held annually at Stoddard Elementary, and is open to anyone living in the De Soto 

School District.  Voting for the contest is done by community members who purchase a ticket to judge all the      

contestants chili.  Once they have tasted all the chili, they cast their vote for the one they liked the best. This year’s 

event was a big success!  With nearly 100 people in attendance this makes the 2nd annual event the largest turnout to 

date. Congratulations once again to Stoddard Elementary fifth grader Amanda Moser for taking first place in the 

cook off.  This is a “Back to Back” win for Amanda.  This year she faced off against sixteen fierce contestants for 

the title.  Amanda’s winning recipe this year was titled “Bean Alicious”.  I love the play on the word delicious in her 

title. Amanda is not just a fifth grader to us she is an aspiring chef in the making.  I interviewed Amanda about her 

victory and she shared with me that she is interested in the Culinary Arts for a future career.  From her back to back 

win and the taste of her chili the last two years, she appears to be right on track with her career.  Who knows some 

day we may be watching Amanda on the Food Channel.  Way to go Amanda! Below you can find her winning     

recipe.  If you feel like you have the best chili recipe in the area, and you’re up to the challenge of dethroning the 

Champ, please join us next year for our annual cook off.  All proceeds for this event goes to support Stoddard      

Elementary School.  

“Bean Alicious” 
1 lb. Hamburger 

1- 15 oz. can of baked beans                 1- 15 oz. can of butter beans drained  

1- 15 oz. can of kidney beans drained   1- ¼ cup of molasses  

1- ½ cup of ketchup                               1- tsp. of salt  

2- tsp. vinegar                                        1- ¼ cup of chopped onions 

1- ½ lb. of bacon                                    1-¼ cup of water 

1- ½ tsp. dry mustard                             1- ½ cup of brown sugar  

 

Mix ingredients and place in slow cooker all day. 
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Elementary Guidance Lessons  

PreK 

 Responsible Learner 

 Listen & understand 

 Pay attention 

 Ask questions  

  “Don’t giving up!” 

 Friendship 

Kindergarten, 1st & 2nd Grade  

 Review Responsible Learner 

 Listen & understand, pay attention, ask     

questions, “don’t give up!”  

 Appropriate vs inappropriate behaviors   

 Conflict resolution 

 Tattling vs reporting  

 Friendship  

3rd, 4th & 5th Grade  

 Responsible earners & teamwork within the class-

room 

 Conflict resolution 

 Tattling vs reporting  

 Bully awareness & prevention 

Stoddard CLC Program 

The Stoddard CLC program is going strong this year 

with over 30 students signed up!  Besides getting a 

strong start on homework for the year, we’ve had an 

abundance of fun activities and field trips! 

In September we enjoyed swimming in Viroqua.  In 

October and November we traveled to Norskedalen for 

some special programs on what life was like over 100 

years ago.   

Each night we have welcomed special activities thanks 

to several high school teachers!  Mrs. Bent is teaching 

us Spanish on Mondays.  Mr. Stingl continues to find 

fun art projects for us on Tuesdays.  Ms. Hopkins leads 

us in games on Wednesdays, and Mrs. Boardman has 

planned some great Science activities on Thursdays.   

As you can see, we’re busy and having a good time!  

(And getting our homework done too!) 

Thanks to teachers and aides and student helpers:  Mrs. 

Wozney, Mrs. Hysel, Mrs. Karasek, Mrs. Ihrcke, Mrs. 

Zink, Julia Stalsberg, and several more volunteers!  

What’s Happening in the Kitchen?  

Did you know school lunches must meet strict federal standards which ensure that meals are well-balanced to   

provide students with all the nutrition they need to succeed?  School lunches offer vegetables daily, including   

specific vegetable subgroups weekly (dark green, orange, legumes) and a limited quantity of starchy vegetables 

throughout the week.  

The De Soto food service department continues to work on ways to reduce food waste and improve school meals   

despite strict guidelines. A flavor station is one cafeteria change that was introduced in October at the Middle/High 

school. The flavor station consists of pepper, cayenne pepper, garlic powder, parsley, marjoram, rosemary, Mrs. 

Dash and a variety of hot sauces. The flavor station allows kids to season their vegetables and meals themselves 

without adding sodium.  The food service department is also working on developing a Food Service Student     

Advisory Committee. The students will share new ideas, promote school 

meals and learn about nutrition. The meetings will be held once a month   

during the regular school day.  

If you have any questions or concerns please contact Betsy Knutson, Food     

Service Director bknutson@desoto.k12.wi.us or 608-457-2101 ext 610 

Kirk Holliday, 

School Board 

member, presents 

Native American 

artifacts to Mr. 

Crandall’s middle 

school social   

studies class. 

mailto:bknutson@desoto.k12.wi.us
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Elementary Art:  Making Cultural Connections 

By Meg Buchner, Elementary Art Teacher  

Art is a common language, it connects people from all over the world. By studying the art people create, children 

learn more about lives and traditions of other cultures and countries. Here are some recent elementary art projects                    

featuring art from Mexico. 

The 2nd graders learned about the Huichol people. Traditional Huichol yarn paintings have colorful decorations using 

symbols and designs that date back centuries. Yarn paintings consist of yarn pressed into boards coated with beeswax 

and resin. The Huichol have a long history of making beads from clay, shells, coral and seeds and using them to make  

jewelry and to decorate bowls and other items.  

The students watched a video of the Huichol people working outside their village in Mexico, using the sun to melt the 

beeswax that was the base of the yarn painting. The 2nd graders also examined the types of images typically found in 

the designs which were animals, fish, flowers, leaves, the sun or other items from nature. 

To create their own yarn paintings, the          

students drew a sketch first and colored it. 

We discussed how it can be difficult to   

recreate very small details with yarn and 

beads. Many of the children found they 

needed to modify their sketches even more 

as they were doing the yarn work. To create 

our yarn paintings, we used sticky paper 

over cardboard, beads, string and yarn.  

 

 

The 4th graders learned about Día de Muertos or Day of the Dead. This Mexican holiday takes place October 31,    

November 1 and November 2.  People gather together to remember friends and family members who have died, and 

help support their spiritual journey. The celebrations are typically bright and colorful with flowers, candles and food. 

A common symbol of the holiday is the skull (in Spanish calavera). The 4th graders created their own Day of Dead 

skulls that demonstrate symmetry (exactly similar parts facing each other). Once the skull was finished, each student 

traced his or her own hands and cut them out to study how to show perspective in art, and make the skeleton look as if 

it is reaching for the viewer. The students created the rib cage by writing his or her name in cursive and cutting it out 

along a fold for more practice in symmetry. In keeping with the Mexican tradition of bright and colorful artwork, the 

final step was to add glitter to the finished skull and skeleton.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huichol_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Huichol_people
https://es.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C3%ADa_de_Muertos
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexican_people
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symbol
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calavera
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Art Department Painting Party 

Mr. Stingl and Meg Buchner instructed a painting party at the De Soto Community Center Saturday night from 6-8:30 

p.m. 14 participants learned how to paint this fall scene of leaves while enjoying refreshments and with the assistance of 

two students, Julia Stalsberg and Lane Buchner. We intend to have one last Painting Party this coming spring, so look 

for the posters promoting this event starting in March. This will be Mr.Stingl’s last event before retiring this school year. 

Driftless Area Art Festival  

The Driftless Area Art Festival was held in Soldier’s Grove September 17th & 18th. Part of the event included a 

youth art display and competition. Students from all over the tri-state area participated. The artwork was judged by 

an independent panel of professional artists. 

This year De Soto had a number of winners.  Lane Buchner, a junior, won 1st place in the teen art category for a lino 

cut block print she created in Mr. Stingl’s class. Lane won $75, a portfolio, and art supplies. Lauren Volker, a senior, 

received an Honorable Mention Ribbon for a mixed-media painting. Vin Buchner, 8th grade, received an Honorable 

Mention Ribbon for an acrylic painting.  Lane’s project is below on the left and Lauren’s project is below on the 

right. 

HIGH SCHOOL ART SHOW  

THE ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL 

ART EXHIBIT WILL BE UP IN 

MARCH AT THE LA CROSSE 

PUBLIC LIBRARY-MAIN 

BRANCH  

 

Everyone is welcome—this will 

be the last art show at the    

Public Library 
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Spanish News 

¡Hola! My name is Ruth Anne Bent, and I am the new Spanish teacher at De Soto High School. We have been very 

busy in the Spanish classroom so far this year! Most recently, Spanish students had the opportunity to participate and 

contribute to Ifeed, a large area food drive that collected food for the La Crosse area and also sent packaged meals to 

Nicaragua. Each Spanish class competed against one another to bring in the most food. The competition got pretty 

heated as students brought in food up until the last minute of the last day. It was very close, but students in Spanish II, 

M Day Block 1 came out on top winning the competition. Students in Spanish I, G Day Block 5 came in a close     

second, and students in Spanish III, M Day Block 6 came in third. Altogether, De Soto students collected over 300 

food items!! Along with collecting food, students also had an opportunity to write letters to students in Nicaragua. 

Many students took advantage of this opportunity and created very thoughtful letters. I was very impressed with the         

students’ competitive spirit, but more impressed with De Soto students’ generosity and interest in connecting with 

others, helping out locally and abroad.  The winning class with our food collection below. 

 Spanish II, M Day Block 1. Front row, left to 

right: Jake (Juan) Sikora, Brock (Bartolomé) 

Venner, Isaiah (Isac) Zink, Señora Bent. 

Middle row, left to right: Taylor (Talia)   

Olson, Brigid (Brisa) Rem, Riley (Reina) 

Anderson, Ava (Evita) Brosinski, and Lila 

(Lorena) Tully.  

Back row, left to right: Hannah (Anabel) 

Skau, Charley (Carlitos) Marley, Gavin 

(Guillermo) Gemein, Riggin (Raúl) Beck, 

Livia (Olivia) Hoff, Taylor (Teresa) Powell, 

Elaina (Elena) Klemme, Hannah Heckler, 

and Dakota (Domingo) Payton.  

Mole Day 2016! 

Celebrated annually on October 23 from 6:02 a.m. to 6:02 p.m., Mole Day commemorates Avogadro's Number 

(6.02 x 1023), which is a basic measuring unit in chemistry. Mole Day was created as a way to foster interest in  

chemistry. Schools throughout the United States and around the world celebrate Mole Day with various activities  

related to chemistry and/or moles. 

De Soto students in Mr. Campbell’s chemistry classes celebrated the mole by making mole sculptures from a mole of 

aluminum, enjoying mole treats, and telling mole jokes.  
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De Soto FFA 

As usual the FFA year has started out great with participation in the       

sectional leadership conference, dairy expo, state officer meeting, the fruit 

sales, and 212’ 360’.  All activities the officers and members have          

participated in this year so far have been great experiences for them to learn 

more about leading, dairy business and dairy products while having fun. 

 

 

 

This year we took a fairly large group of kids to dairy expo. We had a 

blast and all continued to bond as a group while learning more about 

the dairy industry.  During our annual fruit sale the members had a 

great time getting out into our community to sell fruit and nuts.    

Selling fruit was not the only way they met new people they also got 

to meet State FFA Secretary Laura and learn about many things from 

her and what she has learned.  

 

  

The officers also got to learn more about leading and being a visionary at 

212’ 360’. They were taught how to plan, recognize the problem and how 

to solve problems that may arise in the next year as they lead this chapter to 

the best of their ability. Although the year has just begun they have already 

accomplished lots of great things and have more planned.  De Soto is   

looking forward to another great year in the De Soto FFA chapter.  

Technology Education 

The mission of the De Soto Technology Education Department is to provide students with life-skills and increase    

students’ college and career readiness by introducing them to a variety of different topics in the area of technology, 

manufacturing, and engineering. There are many exciting things developing within the technology education program 

at the De Soto Middle and High School this fall. The following courses are currently in progress: Woods I, Metals I, 

Manufacturing I, Home Maintenance, Automotive Maintenance, and 7th Grade Tech.  

Woods I 

Woods I introduces students to a variety of     

topics within the area of woodworking. Students 

will make a total of 5 projects including a Step 

Stool, Cedar Chest, Picture Frame, Wall    

Mounted Coat Rack/Shelf, and a Bench. Having 

a variety of different projects gives the students 

the opportunity to experiment with different 

woodworking tools, wood joinery, wood types, 

and wood finishes. The students are currently finishing their cedar box and will be starting the coat rack / shelf shortly.  
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Technology Education—continued 

Metals I 

This is an introductory course that explores a variety of welding processes and metal fabrication techniques.        

Workplace and shop safety, tool identification and usage, blueprint reading, metal properties and identification, drilling,     

taping, grinding, welding processes, and welding techniques will all be explored. Thus far, students have learned how to 

cut metal using an oxy/fuel mixture process and plasma arc cutting process. Students have also been perfecting their 

skills as they weld different joints and in different positions using Gas Metal Arc and Shielded Metal Arc welding     

processes.  

 

Automotive Maintenance 

Automotive Maintenance is a course that was developed last year at De Soto High School to educate young drivers on 

the importance of maintaining their vehicle through hands on experience. It is important for all drivers to understand 

how to properly change a flat tire, check the engine oil, and add the correct amount of air to their tires. This course 

teaches those topics along with many others. This course was also developed to encourage students to pursue a career in 

the automotive field. Students are taught how to properly use a hoist, tire balancer, and tire changer which are all       

machines used in an automotive shop. This year we are offering our services to the students and staff within the district. 

Students and staff are able to make an appointment and have their vehicle serviced. Services we offer include oil   

changes, interior and exterior cleaning, tire repair, tire balancing, tire rotations, and many others. Email Mr. Fuglsang at 

dfuglsang@desoto.k12.wi.us or call him at 608-648-3311 X130 if you would like to schedule an appointment or receive 

a list of the services provided. The customer is sent an invoice for parts or supplies. We do not charge for labor, but      

donations are accepted and put towards the technology education department.  

 

Manufacturing I 

This is an introductory course within the area of manufacturing and drafting. Material covered ranges from the history of 

manufacturing to current manufacturing systems that are used today in industry. Currently the class is mass producing 

cornhole board sets. The sets are for sale and can be painted with a Green Bay Packer, Wisconsin Badger, or Milwaukee 

Brewers theme. Contact Mr. Fuglsang for pricing if you are interested in purchasing a set. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7th Grade 

This course is designed as an exploratory for 7th grade students within the area of technology education. Students are 

exposed to many topics related to technology and engineering. Major topics that will be discussed include: shop and 

work safety, tool identification, measurements, terminology, woodworking, and problem solving. Currently students are 

building wooden picture frames they will be able to take home at the end of the quarter. 

mailto:dfuglsang@desoto.k12.wi.us
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De Soto Middle/High School Trap Team 
The De Soto Middle and High School Trap team ended their 9 week spring 2016 season breaking enough clay 

targets to finish 5th in the conference.  April Haakenson was one of the top 10 female athletes in our conference and 

Ryan Lagerman also shot a perfect 25 at the start of the season.  During the 2015-2016 school year the team joined 

The Wisconsin State High School Clay Target League and were among 46 other school districts competing.  Our 

team had 19 student athletes from 6th to 12th grade.  Each student was required to complete the Wisconsin DNR 

hunter safety education program prior to joining the team.  We had 4 weeks of practice followed by 5 weeks of    

competition with each shooter completing 50 rounds.  All events were hosted at the Retreat Sportsman’s Club and 

they were also generous donors of a $1,000 check in addition to the use of their facilities.  Thank you Retreat   

Sportsman’s Club!  The youth trap shooters endured many inclement weather days shooting in the rain, wind, cold 

and even snow.  We look forward to the upcoming 2016-2017 season.  The team was coached by Scott Kelly, Pat       

Busteed, Luke Jandrin and Caron Malin. 

Upcoming Meeting for the 2016-2017 Spring Trap Shooting Season will be held at the start of second semester.  Any 

new participants will be required to have completed the DNR Hunter Safety Education Program.  For more           

information please see Mr. Kelly or Mrs. Malin. 

De Soto camouflage Trap Shooting Hats are available for purchase from Mr. Kelly at (608)648-0116.  

Back Row Left to Right: Pat Loveless, Connor Frank, 

Zach Kuchta, Brandon George, Ryan Lagerman,     

Jonathan Thompson & Alex Hobbs 

Front Row Left to Right: Sam Loveless, Trevor 

Rebhahn, Kyler Kuhnke, Adam Williams, Andrew 

Thompson, Kody Spears, Dalton Kukes, Aiden Hall, 

Hunter Obert & April Haakenson 

Not Pictured: Roxanna Haakenson & Tanner Pedretti 

Community Service Project 

Community service is a great way for students to build relationships with community members. Studies also show 

that it increases motivation, student engagement and school attendance. This year students are building dog houses for 

a number of good reasons. There are 10 houses that have been built and will be divided up for the following purposes. 

Three of the dog houses will be donated to the Vernon County Sheriff’s Department so the humane officer can make 

the houses available to people who need assistance in providing adequate shelter for their outdoor pets.  Four of the 

houses will be donated to the Vernon County Humane Society’s – Get a dog—get a doghouse program.  This   en-

courages adoption of larger breed dogs who may live both inside and outside during the day.  The remaining three 

houses will be made available to people who may have lost their dog houses in the recent flooding and need a shelter 

for their pet. Some of the dog houses are insulated for extra warmth and are painted using exterior paint to protect the 

wood from rotting. If you are in need of a shelter for your pet, please contact Mr. Fuglsang at 

dfuglsang@desoto.k12.wi.us.  

mailto:dfuglsang@desoto.k12.wi.us
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Transcript Review (G.P.A. & Class Rank) 

Talents, Interest, & Strengths 

Goals & Potential Career Plan 

Post-Secondary Options  

Scholarships & Financial Aid Resources 

Graduation Progress & Senior Year Schedule 

Community Service & Involvement 

Program Shadows & Campus Visits 

College Application Process & Entrance Exams 

Answer Any Additional Questions 

Junior Career Expo, WEF & Western Technical College Tour 

Juniors took a trip to La Crosse in October to the Career 

Expo, Wisconsin Educator Fair (WEF), and Western TC.  

Students chose two career booths to sit and listen to career 

speakers and then visited with college, university, and   

military representatives of their choice.  After that, the   

students experienced campus life while eating lunch on the 

WTC campus followed by an extensive campus tour. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights from the WTC tour include: 

Welcome Center (Financial Aid Office, Career Services…) 

Health Science Building (Students saw the very real life       

simulators that WTC students use to learn and practice on) 

Arts, Audio/Visual Technology and Communications Building 

Integrated Technology Center (Students especially enjoyed the 

enormous living wall and the amazing green roof ) 

Business Education Center, EMT and Firefighting vehicles and 

equipment, Campus Library, and the Campus Residence 

Hall 
  

Junior Individual Planning Conferences are underway! 

Junior Planning Conferences are specially designed conferences 

for students to focus on their current talents and interests, their                 

educational and career development, and receive information to 

begin planning for their future. Topics covered during the Junior Individual Planning Conference include: 

 

  

Transcript Review (G.P.A. & Class Rank) 

Talents, Interest, & Strengths 

Goals & Potential Career Plan 

Post-Secondary Options  

Scholarships & Financial Aid Resources 

Graduation Progress & Senior Year Schedule 

Community Service & Involvement 

Program Shadows & Campus Visits 

College Application Process & Entrance Exams 

Answer Any Additional Questions 

Ag students enjoy a warm fall day working with plants. 



25 

2016 - 2017 Q1 Honor Roll 

11/04/2016 - De Soto High School 

Q1 Honor Roll - 2016-2017 Q1 

       

Grade 12   Grade 11   Grade 10   Grade 9 

Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors   Perfect Honors 

Chapes, Victoria   Buchner, Lane    Klemme, Elaina    Sikora, Pearl  

Foley, Drew    Chapes, Dylan    Marley, Charles      

George, Brandon    Chapes, Grant    Schaller, Abigail    High Honors 

George, Darin    Hatch, Sebastian    Tully, Lila   Boardman, Alexander 

Kuchta, Zachary    Knutson, Sarah    Voelker, Chase   Boardman, Matthew  

Parr, Brandon            Gianoli, Rachel 

Scoville, Emily    High Honors   High Honors   Pedretti, Hunter  

Scoville, Logan    Audetat, Isabella    Anderson, Riley    Story, Alexis  

Tully, Sierra    Busteed, Anna    Beck, Riggin    Veglahn, James  

Veglahn, Rachel    Dammon, Susanna    Bronsinski, Ava      

Wopat, Julia    Greener, Joel    Jarzemski, Karmyn    Honors 

    Heckler, Ethan    Krzewinski, Jennafer   Arce-Johnson, Analia  

High Honors   Helgeson, Fletcher    Olson, Taylor    Boardman, Alexa  

Berg, Kole    Kunert, Johanna    Powell, Taylor    Carman, Brianna  

Brosinski, Grace   Lee, JunYoung   Rem, Brigid    Joseph, Richard  

Clements, Conner   LeKander, Lovisa   Sikora, Jake    Kunert, Michael  

Fruth, Adrian    Ma, Chia Lin   Skau, Hannah    Rebhahn, Trevor  

Gillespie, Patrick    Martinson, Sierra    Venner, Brock   Steger, Carter  

Gottbeheat, Morgaine    Novocresenova, Anna   Woodhouse,Morgan   Willenberg, Dylan 

Haakenson, Roxanna    Overby, Evan    Zink, Isaiah    Yttri, Brianna  

Ibarra, Xenia    Poulin, Jesse          

Johnson, Dylan        Honors     

Lagerman, Ryan    Honors   Bergum, Drew      

Lemke, Morgan    Boardman, Anthony    Heckler, Hannah      

Marley, Sam    Creger, Katelyn    Hermeier, Michaela      

McKittrick, Brianna    Daentl, McKenna    Hoff, Wendy      

Mitchell, Grace    Gilman, Jordan    Meyer, Leah      

Pedretti, Breanna    Hobbs, Alex    Oliver, JadeAnn      

Perry, Kameron    Honken, Skylar    Peterson, Janus     

Rice, Benjamin    Reeder, Jordan          

Soller, Alexa    Strasser, Olivia         

Voelker, Lauren    Trusonni, Jenna          

Ziegler, Sean              

Ziegler-Aguilar, Brianna             

              

Honors             

Boardman, Derek              

Gillespie, Cassidy              

Krause, Katelyn             

Stalsberg, Julia              

Thiede-Hundt, Kendra             

Wellman, Rachel              

Zellmer, Gary              

 

Perfect Honors: Minimum GPA of 4.0 with no Incompletes 

High Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.5 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.0 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

 

 

Pictured right are 

Victoria Chapes 

and Brandon Parr, 

2017 Homecoming 

King & Queen. 
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Perfect Honors: Minimum GPA of 4.0 with no Incompletes 

High Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.5 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

Honors: Minimum GPA of 3.0 with no Ds, Fs or Incompletes 

2016 - 2017 Q1 Honor Roll 

11/04/2016 - De Soto Middle School  

Q1 Honor Roll - 2016-2017 Q1 

GRADE 8   GRADE 7   GRADE 6 

PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS   PERFECT HONORS 

Buchner, Vincent   Boardman, Joshua    Curti, Jedidiah  

George, Ellie  Dammon, James   Fruth, Emily 

Greener, Lily    Obert, Hunter    Gamer, Lillian  

Haakenson, April    Pedretti, Tanner   Holliday, Avyn  

Kreuzer, Kenzy       Kumlin, Matthew  

Kurszewski, Jacob    HIGH HONORS   Pedretti, Evan  

Lemke, Trevor    Adkins, Kyle      

Matson, Alan    Bannister, Loren    HIGH HONORS 

Olson, Alec    Brosinski, Aiden    Beck, Gracyn  

Russell-Miller, Elynn    Dunlavey, Gannon   Blaha, Kayla  

    Gianoli, Jenna   Ellis, Anesah  

HIGH HONORS   Hauge, Biancca    Faulkner, Cole  

Faulkner, Austin    Jacobson, Madalen    Gray, Benjamin  

Grelle, Aidan    Kuhnke, Haevyn    Grelle, Bryce  

Hanson, Kayne    Kumlin, Drake    Isbell, Hunter 

Helgeson, Mya    Milliren, Lilliana   Jones, Jayvyn  

Hobbs, Emma    Moser, McKenzie   Koch, Evan  

Kunert, Keith    Obert, McKenna    Lebakken, Lukas 

Lockington, Brooke    Overby, Emma    Lenser, Dakota  

Mason, Levin    Rebhahn, Brett    Logslett, Carter  

Randa, Natalie    Russell-Miller, Evalynn    Moser, Elissa  

Sanding, Trevor    Story, Ariana    Perry, Jaden   

Scoville, Alex    Taylor, Brock    Schams, Harley  

Thompson, Andrew   Vento, Trinity     Thompson, Cadence 

Walz, Lucas    Walz, Gabriel    Ziegler, Brian  

Young, Jordan    Williams, Ashley    

   Woodhouse, Nathan    HONORS 

HONORS      Buros-Nash, Rhiannon 

Boardman, Zoey    HONORS   Davis, Dalton  

Garcia, Cezar    Adkins, Daniel    McKittrick, Ian  

Greeno, Ellie    Audetat, Olivia    McKittrick, Ian  

Harris, Vanessa   Berra, Michelle      

Horstman, Brock   Degler, Andrew     

Koch, Emilee    Gifford, Jacob      

Penchi, Ella   Hunter, Robert      

Runice, Lilli    McKittrick, Cameron      

Spears, Cierra    Steiber, Desirae     

Stevens, Issiah    Venner, Camryn      

   Wa Kiluba, Ngoy      

 

Middle School Student Activities Council   

Officers:  Alan Matson, McKenzie Moser,  

Jacob Kurszewski and Ben Gray 
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MIDDLE/HIGH SCHOOL IMPORTANT DATES 

December 

 Fri, Dec 23-Mon through Jan 2—Winter Break 

January 

 Tue, Jan 3—Back to school! 

 Sat-Mon, Jan 14-16—Dorian Vocal Festival, Luther College 

 Fri, Jan 20—Last day of 2nd Quarter/1st Semester 

 Mon, Jan 23—No School, Teacher In-Service 

 Sat-Mon, Jan 28-30—Senior Agriculture Trip, Chicago 

February 

 Thu, Feb 16 & Mon, Feb 20—Parent/Teacher Conferences 3:30-

7:30pm 

 Thu, Feb 23—Mid-Quarter Grade Check 

 Sun-Mon, Feb 26-27—Dorian Band Festival, Luther College 

March 

 Thu, March 9—FFA Banquet 

 Mon, Mar 13—WSMA Piano Contest & WSMA Large Group 

Festival, Westby 

 Sat, March 25—WSMA District Solo & Ensemble, Westby 

 Tue, March 28—3rd Quarter Ends 

April 

 Fri-Mon, April 14-17—Spring Break 

May 

 Tue, May 2—Mid-Quarter Grade Check 

 Sat, May 6—State Solo & Ensemble, UW-La Crosse 

 Sun, May 7—Scholarship & NHS Induction—7pm 

 Sun-Thu, May 14-18—8th Grade Washington DC Trip 

 Sun, May 21—MS/HS Band Concert—3:30pm 

 Wed, May 24—MS/HS Choir Concert—7pm 

 Fri, May 26—Graduation 

June 

 Last Day of School/Early Release 

6th Grade Trip to Wyalusing 

The sixth graders took part in their annual three day overnight trip to Wyalusing State Park. The trip provided an      

excellent opportunity for outdoor education as well as an ideal time for students to build stronger relationships with  

other students and teachers, play together, care for their own needs, practice proper health 

habits, and to gain insight into some of the moral and spiritual values associated with life in 

the open. 

Students learned about wildlife, 

astronomy, water safety, and the 

history of this area, ideally        

developing an appreciation of our 

beautiful state and a desire to    

preserve our great outdoors.  

HS Student Activities Council—SAC 

Advisors - Kirsten Jandrin and Scott Kelly 

Purpose – SAC was created to plan and implement  

activities for the student body and community.  These 

activities help gain leadership skills, promote social 

events, recreational opportunities, and lend helping 

hands where needed.   

Criteria to Join - Voting membership is open to all HS 

students who wish to seek active participation in the 

council by attending the first meeting of the academic 

year. There shall be no maximum number of members.  

SAC members will volunteer for as many committees 

as needed to complete the duties of the council. Any 

member may be removed for misconduct. The member 

will have one week to appeal this decision in a written 

defense to the council officers and advisor.              

Reinstatement within the academic year will be       

determined by a vote of officers with no more than one 

opposing vote.  Only members in good standing at the 

end of the academic year will be documented in official 

school records as participants in the council as an extra-

curricular activity. 

Typical activity within a year - Food drives, Cabin  

Fever Week,  Blood Drives, Christmas Classic, Giving 

Tree, Teacher Turkey, Helping families or individuals 

in our community that need help, Valentine’s Day sales 

and any other related activities. 
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Fall/Winter To-Do List 

Seniors 
Narrow down your college wish list and APPLY to your top 

choices 
Go on college campus visits, program shadows, and job    

shadows 
Accept or reject admission offers 
Register for/take the ACT if needed 
Request transcript and/or ACT score be sent 
COME TO FINANCIAL AID NIGHT – NOV 15 
Complete the FAFSA 
Ask for letters of recommendations 
SCHOLARSHIPS – Start Applying NOW! 
FINISH your community service hours 
Talk to your parents about your future plans 
  

Juniors 
Stay on track with your classes and grades 
Get involved in extracurricular activities & volunteer! 
Study and prepare for the ACT & ACT WorkKeys 
Evaluate your educational options – 4- year college, 2-year   

college, military, workforce 
Explore and research different career opportunities 
Make a list of colleges you’re interested in 
Research colleges and the majors/programs offered 
Go on college campus tours, campus program shadows & job 

shadows 
Learn about financial aid and scholarship programs 
Talk to your family about your options, goals, and hopes and 

dreams for the future 

Freshmen & Sophomores 
Stay on track with your classes and grades 
Get involved in extracurricular activities & volunteer! 
Strengthen relationships with teacher and school staff 
Seek out leadership positions 
Become familiar with general college entrance requirements 
Make a list of colleges you’re interested in and start            

researching them 
Explore and research different career opportunities 
Begin exploring ways to save money for college and learn 

about financial aid and scholarships 
Talk to your family about your options, goals, and hopes and 

dreams for the future 

Helpful College & Career Exploration Websites: 
University of Wisconsin System:  

www.uwhelp.wisconsin.edu 
Wisconsin Technical Colleges:  

www.witechcolleges.org 
Wisconsin Private Colleges and Universities: 

www.wisconsinmentor.org 
Minnesota College and Universities:  

www.mnscu.edu 
Credit Transfer Wizards:  

https://www.wisconsin.edu/transfer/wizards/ 
Today’s Military: 
http://todaysmilitary.com/ 
Wisconsin Career Pathways:  

https://wicareerpathways.org/CareerPathways 

High School Guidance Information 

ACT Exam – ALL Juniors will take the ACT + Writing on Tuesday, February 28th, 2017.  

Sign Up for the ACT - www.actstudents.org  

Students who wish to take the ACT, beyond the one required exam during their junior year, can do so at their own expense and 

time.  Online registration is the fastest way to sign up for the ACT.   

 
Sending your ACT Score Reports -  

Create an account or log in to your ACT Web    

account and follow the steps for sending your 

scores. You must pay by valid credit card ($12 per 

report sent).  You will need your ACT Identification  

Number to create an account if you have already 

taken the ACT.  

Test Date Registration Deadline Late Free Required 

Dec 10, 2016 Nov 4, 2016 Nov 5-18, 2016 

Feb 11, 2017 Jan 13, 2017 Jan 14-20, 2017 

Apr 8, 2017 Mar 3, 2017 Mar 4-17, 2017 

Jun 10, 2017 May 5, 2017 May 6-19, 2017 

Test Fees: ACT - $42.50              ACT + Writing - $58.50 
* Fee Waivers are available to those who qualify.  Ask Mrs. Jandrin about 

requesting a fee waiver. 

Registering for Classes is Right around the Corner  

Student will register for 2017-18 classes in January and February.  Pay close attention to graduation requirements to ensure you 

have all of the necessary courses.   

 De Soto High School Graduation Credit Requirements: 

 4 English   0.5 Health   3 Math    1.5 Vocational 

 3 Science  1.0 Informational Science  3 Social Studies  1.0 Fine Arts/Foreign Language 

 1.5 P.E.   9.5 Elective 
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Looking Ahead to Career and College Readiness: 
The Wisconsin Department of Education will be funding a computer software program called Career Cruising.  We are very ex-

cited to begin utilizing this amazing resource in hopes to better prepare our students for college and career readiness.  Career 

Cruising will play an essential role in all students’ academic and career development beginning in the fall of 2017.  Career   

Cruising provides the perfect opportunity for the following development: 

Know: Students use Career Cruising to know their 

skills, aptitudes, and strengths through comprehensive 

assessments.  

Explore: Students explore post-secondary education 

pathways and career choices to fully understand their 

options.  

Plan: They create a plan for success, and use Career 

Cruising to ensure they stay on track.  

Go: With a plan in hand, it’s time to Go! Students start 

working today to achieve success tomorrow, with the 

option to re-assess at any time during their academic 

journey.  

2016-2017 Wisconsin State Testing Dates: 
September – October – Fall PALS (PreK-2nd Grades)       

October 19 – PSAT (11th Grade – voluntary) 

November 15 – ASVAB (10-12 Grade - voluntary) 

January 31 – NAEP (Math & Reading - Randomly Selected 8th Grade Students)  

February 28—ACT + Writing (11th Grade)  

March 1—ACT WorkKeys (11th Grade) 

March 21— Makeup ACT + Writing (11th Grade) 

March 22— Makeup ACT WorkKeys (11th Grade) 

March 20 –May 5 – Wisconsin Forward Exam (3-10th Grade) 

April 24 – May 26 – ACT ASPIRE (9th & 10th Grade) 

2017 AP Test Dates – Cost: $93 per exam  
 

Students taking an AP course are NOT required to take the AP Exam 

May 1 (Afternoon) — AP Psychology Exam 

May 3 (Morning) — AP English Literature & Composition Exam 

May 5 (Morning) — AP U.S. History Exam  

May 11 (Afternoon) — AP Statistics Exam 

High School Guidance Information—continued 

District Assessment Coordinator Report 
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United States Military School Visits 

Most months during the school year, one or more branches of the United States Military set up an informational table during high 

school lunch. The information table is located just outside the cafeteria in the entrance hallway. Military personnel do not move 

about the cafeteria and those students interested in learning about a particular branch of service must approach the information 

table of their own accord. During the year, representatives from the Army National Guard visit the middle/high school campus for 

purposes including providing ASVAB testing results, fitness instruction including a climbing wall experience, social studies Civil 

War presentations and bullying education services.  

College Applications - Do NOT Wait until the Deadline 

The UW-System begins looking at applications on September 15th.  Technical colleges may not have application deadlines BUT 

their programs (i.e. welding, health science programs) fill up VERY fast.    

Specific University of Wisconsin Application Deadlines: 

UW-Madison: Nov1 (Early Action) Feb 1 (Regular) 

UW-Eau Claire: December 1 

UW-La Crosse: February 1 

UW-Milwaukee: March 1 

UW Colleges: May 1  

 

Scholarships – START APPLYING NOW!  

Local Scholarship Packet – DUE ON FRIDAY, MARCH 3RD, 2017 – TURN INTO MRS. JANDRIN 

Where to find additional scholarship opportunities: 

School Counseling Scholarship Webpage  

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/dhsdms/index.htm 

Student’s School Email  

Scholarship Bulletin Board  

Individual College/Universities  

Parent’s employers & affiliations  

SENIORS 

Guidelines for Determining  

Class Valedictorian/Salutatorian/Academic Excellence Scholarship Designee  
To be considered, the graduating senior must have been enrolled in De Soto Area School District for their junior and senior years 

(enrolled by the Third Friday in September). Students entering De Soto High School without a GPA will not be eligible for       

valedictorian or salutatorian. The valedictorian at De Soto High School is the student who has highest cumulative grade point   

average after the first semester of his or her senior year.  The salutatorian is the student who has the second highest cumulative 

grade point average after the first semester of his or her senior year. 

 

In the event of a tie for valedictorian or salutatorian, the following procedure will be implemented to break any tie(s):  

A. If there is a tie for valedictorian and only one of the students will commit to attending a university within the state of     

Wisconsin, that student who commits to a university in Wisconsin will be the district’s academic excellence designee.   

All individuals tied after first semester of their senior year will be asked to complete an Intent to Attend form that will       

stipulate whether they plan to attend an in-state or an out-of-state university. This form must be filed with the District  

Office no later than February 15th of the graduating year. In the event that more than one student commits to an in-state 

university, the tie-breaking procedure will proceed to B, and if necessary, on to item C.  - The other student(s) will be     

co-valedictorians at De Soto High School. 

B. The grade point average for all academic core courses will be used to break the tie. The following are the core academic 

areas that will be used: 1: English  2: Math 3: Science 4: Social Studies 

C. The best ACT composite score received by February 1st of the graduating year. 

D. In the event that there is a tie in steps A-C the school board will review a standard scholarship application completed by 

each of the students involved and, by a simple majority vote of the board members present, vote to break the tie. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS— 

** SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 

NIGHT ** 

  SUNDAY - MAY 7, 2017 @ 7 P.M. 

Representative from Western Technical College— Dave Fish is a Career Coach from WTC who visits De Soto High School 

once a month to meet individually with students.  He helps support students in gathering information about Western’s programs 

and application process, along with providing career coaching services.  Even though Dave Fish is an expert on Western Technical 

College and all of the programs they offer, Dave also helps students explore careers based on their interests and skills and directs 

them to different programs and colleges that will help them reach their goals.  



31 

Fall Sports Awards 

Cheerleading  -  Coach Esther Fox 

Letter Winners: Brianna McKittrick, Cassidy Gillespie, Brianna Ziegler, Xenia Ibarra,                                         

Breanna Pedretti, Pearl Sikora, Tymber Huebner, Livia Hoff, Lovisa Lekander, Anna Novorefenova and                                           

Mr. Pirate Gary Zellmer  

Awards:  

Captain Award—Brianna Ziegler 

Spirit Award—Xenia Ibarra 

Pirate Award—Gary Zellmer 

Most Dedicated—Breanna Pedretti and Cassidy Gillespie 

Leadership Award—Brianna McKittrick 

4-Year Letter Winner—Brianna McKittrick 

Volleyball  -  Head Coach Katie Oppriecht, Assistant Coach Chelsey Oswald 

Letter Winners:  Julia Wopat, Rachel Veglahn, Sierra Tully, Rachel Wellman, Lauren Voelker, Grace 

Brosinski, Roxanna Haakenson, Isabella Audetat, Kylee Boardman, Susanna Dammon, Sierra Martinson, 

Ava Brosinski, and Lila Tully 

Participation Awards:  Taylor Olson, Hannah Skau, Leah Meyer, Jenna Krzewinski, Kayla Hermeier, 

Elaina Klemme and Analia Johnson 

Awards: 

Junior Varsity 

Hustle Award—Jenna Krzewinski 

Leadership Award—Lila Tully 

MVP—Lila Tully 

Varsity 

Back Row Player—Julia Wopat 

Front Row Player—Rachel Veglahn 

Most Improved Player—Grace Brosinski 

Coaches Award—Julia Wopat and Sierra Tully 

All Conference 

 Rachel Veglahn and Julia Wopat 

 Honorable Mention—Sierra Tully 

All Conference Sportsmanship Award—Grace Brosinski 

Varsity Volleyball—2016 

Junior Varsity Volleyball—2016 
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Fall Sports Awards—continued 

Football  -  Head Coach Ev Wick and Assistant Coaches Nick Mooney, Dan Trussoni, Garrett  

Redman and Adam Emerson 

Letter Winners:  Sean Ziegler, Zach Kuchta, Patrick Gillespie, Ben Rice, Logan Scoville, Brandon George, 

Austin Anderson, Darin George, Drew Foley, Ryan Lagerman, Kole Jenson, Isaiah Kunert, Evan Overby, 

Ethan Heckler, Tony Boardman, Fletcher Helgeson, Brock Venner, Riggin Beck, Gavin Gemein, Jake Sikora 

and Taylor Gullickson 

Participation Awards:  Nate Busteed, Trevor Rebhahn, Kaden Pedretti, Janus Peterson, Grant Chapes, Dylan 

Chapes, Michael Kunert, Dylan Willwnberg, Zach Hermeier, Richard Joseph, Matt Pedretti and Kyler    

Kuhnke 

Stats and Managers—Jenna Trussoni, Sarah Knutson, Morgan Woodhouse, Karmyn Jarzemski, Aiden  

Brosinski, Josh Boardman and Jimmy Dammon 

Awards: 

Team MVP—Ben Rice 

Offensive MVP—Austin Anderson 

Defensive MVP—Patrick Gillespie 

Special Teams MVP—Zach Kuchta 

JV MVP—Brock Venner 

Lineman of the Year—Ryan Lagerman/Logan Scoville 

Scout Team Player of the Year—Taylor Gullickson 

Most Improved Player—Kole Jenson 

“Top Rock” (Hardest Hitter) - Brandon George 

Gillespie Award—Patrick Gillespie/Logan Scoville 

4-Year Letter Winners—Sean Ziegler, Zach Kuchta and Ben Rice 

All Conference: 

1st Team Offense—Austin Anderson, Ben Rice, Zach Kuchta, Drew Foley, Logan Scoville and Ryan    

Lagerman;  2nd Team Offense—Brandon George, and Sean Ziegler 

1st Team Defense—Logan Scoville, Patrick Gillespie, Ben Rice and Brandon George; 2nd Team Defense—

Ryan Lagerman, Evan Overby and Austin Anderson 

Sportsmanship Award—Drew Foley 

Assistant Coach of the Year—Nick Mooney 

 

Thank you to everyone for another successful season of Pirate Football! This season was definitely a unique 

situation with all of the cancellations and rescheduling so I thank everyone for their patience and support 

throughout the season. Go Pirates!  -  Coach Ev 

Pirate Football Team—2016 
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Middle School PBIS—Positive Behavior Intervention & Supports 

At De Soto Middle School, students are expected to follow the Pirate Pledge: Be Respectful, 

Be Responsible, and Be Safe.   If students follow the behavior expectations, then students may 

earn Pirate’s Gold.  At the end of each quarter students are able to put their Pirate’s Gold into a 

drawing.  The pictures below are the results from our first quarter drawing.  Also, every other 

Friday, students are able to swap their tickets at the ticket swap for items such as candy, treats, 

and special privileges.  

 

8th Grade Leadership Team—Supporting the Teddy Bear Program 

De Soto has established a leadership team in the Middle School.  The Team will be 

collecting new teddy bears for the Crawford and Vernon County Sherriff’s            

Departments, Police Departments, and Fire Departments to provide to children      

involved in a crisis situation through the Teddy Bear Program.  These teddy bears are 

meant to distract, comfort and become a lifelong friend to these children. 

While you are out doing your holiday shopping, please consider purchasing 

a new teddy bear and dropping it off at the Middle School.  The Leadership 

Team is collecting bears until February 28th.  Please consider helping out 

children in crisis right here in our area!!           Thank you!!!!  

New Bus Service for the New School Year 

First off we would like to thank the De Soto School District for having us back as the district bus contractor. We are 

happy to be back and we look forward to a great and safe year. Southwest Bus Service was started in 1983 by my late 

father, Mark Boxrucker. We have been the carrier of choice for Prairie du Chien, Potosi and De Soto districts over the 

years. We had previously contracted the De Soto district from 1996-2006. It feels great to be back!  

We always like to remind students of important bus safety. 

 Keep noise to a minimum, this helps the drivers to hear important things like oncoming sirens and trains. 

 Always stay seated while the bus is in motion. 

 Don't stick your hands or objects out the windows. 

 Always look for oncoming traffic when loading and unloading busses. 

 Never go under the bus to retrieve any items.  

 Use your best manners and enjoy the ride. 

Thanks again for having us back and we look forward to a great year ahead!  

Derrick Boxrucker and the entire Southwest Bus Team! 



34 

Forensics  

The mission of the De Soto High School Forensics program is to provide an opportunity for 

students to enhance their public speaking and communication skills through participation in 

speech activities at local, district and state-wide competitions. Forensics is open to any    

student in grades 9-12. There is no prerequisite or fee to participate in the program.  

Students who participate in Forensics can choose to perform individually, with a partner, or 

in a group. Individual performance options include these public speaking opportunities:   

Demonstration Speech, Extemporaneous Speech, Four Minute Speech, Moments in History, 

Oratory, Public Address or Special Occasion. In addition, individuals may also choose a     

performance of literature piece in one of these categories: Storytelling, Solo Acting, Farrago, 

Radio Speaking, Poetry and Prose. Partners or groups can perform in either Play Acting or Duo Interpretation of     

Literature. 

The competition season begins in January/February of each year, where students will participate in approximately 

three local competitions at neighboring schools.  Qualifying students will participate in Sub-districts held in March at 

UW LaCrosse, and finally State Competition held in April in Madison. In the past, De Soto High School has been            

enthusiastically represented at state competition. 

Even though competition doesn’t start until mid-winter, students meet with their advisor to choose a category, find   

material and begin practicing in November. December thru January, participants are required to practice their piece at 

least 30 minutes a week, and run through with an advisor once a week. Students who want to participate in Forensics 

often participate in other sports or activities concurrently without difficulty.  De Soto High School Forensicators are 

excited about the program and have fun!  All students are welcome and it's not too late to join! 

For specific information about speech categories, check out the Wisconsin High School Forensics Association website 

(WHSFA) at www.whsfa.org or contact De Soto High School Forensics coach Audrey Alfson at 

aalfson@desoto.k12.wi.us for more information about the program. 

National Honor Society 

Advisor – Kevin Campbell 

Students must have a 3.25 GPA to be eligible for consideration at the end of their sophomore year. 

The National Honor Society recognizes and encourages academic achievement, while also stressing the importance of 

other characteristics which are essential to citizens in democracy.  Members are chosen based on four criteria: 

Scholarship 

Leadership 

Character 

Service 

After earning membership, members are expected to: 

Remain a good leader and a positive role model in the De Soto area community. 

Maintain a 3.2 cumulative GPA. 

Adhere to the academic honesty policy. 

Make good choices that make a positive role model at school and in the community. 

Attend monthly meetings. 

Participate in NHS fundraisers, community service projects, and activities. 

There are no dues or fees associated with being a member.  The National Honor Society is a national organization.   

http://www.whsfa.org
mailto:aalfson@desoto.k12.wi.us
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Promote Compassion— 

Be a buddy, not a bully! 

Below are some reminders about the 

difference between bullying and    

conflict and also what are things that 

families can do, in addition to what 

the schools are doing to stop bullying. 

What is bullying?  For something to be considered bullying it consists of three elements. First, there is a 

power imbalance between the bully and the victim. Second, the bully has done multiple things to the victim 

over a period of time. And third, the intent of the person is to harm the other person in some way. These     

actions might include everything from name-calling and physical bullying to cyberbullying and ostracism.   

The key is that in order for it to be bullying, it has to be more than a one-time incident.  

What is Peer Conflict?  We need to accept that all kids are not going to be friends.  Just because they aren’t friends, doesn’t 

mean they are bullying each other.  There are a number of ways to identify conflict. First, when a conflict occurs, both people 

involved have equal power in the relationship. And while both people may be emotional and upset neither one is seeking control 

or attention.  Also, when people experience conflict they often feel remorse and take responsibility for their actions.  When it 

comes to conflict, it’s good for kids to learn conflict resolution skills. These skills promote listening and working together. Both 

parties come to an agreement to respect each other’s ideas and opinions and move forward. 

What is Cyberbullying?  Cyberbullying takes place using a form of electronic technology including      

devices such as cellphones, smartphones, computers and tablets through the use of social media sites, text  

messages, chats, instant messages and websites. Examples of cyberbullying include mean spirited texts or 

emails, rumors started and sent by email or posted on social network sites, fake profiles, and embarrassing or 

malicious pictures or videos posted using social networks or websites.  Prevention begins at home with       

limiting/restricting/monitoring your child’s access to social media.  

Types of bullying—There are three types of bullying, verbal, social and physical. Verbal includes teasing, name-calling,   

inappropriate sexual comments, taunting and threatening to cause harm. Social bullying involves hurting someone’s reputation or 

relationships including telling other children not to be friends with someone, spreading rumors, or leaving someone out on     

purpose. Physical bullying involves hitting, kicking, pinching, spitting, tripping, pushing, taking or breaking someone’s things or 

making mean or rude hand gestures.  

How do we STOP bullying?  First, we all have a role to prevent and stop bullying—school 

staff, parents, and students. We must continually send the message to make sure children      

understand bullying and cyberbullying behavior is unacceptable. We must make sure students 

know how to stand up to it safely and know how to get help. At school, victims or witnesses can 

share information with our school counselor, teachers or administrators. When a person really 

needs help, we hope students will step up and report.   At school, we are working to educate 

students about preventing bullying, being an up-stander and teaching students resiliency skills to 

report bullying and get help.  At home, be aware of what your child is doing online, establish 

rules about technology use and encourage your child to get involved in an activity at school or in 

the community to build friendships in their day-to day world.  

http://bullying.about.com/od/Effects/a/9-Consequences-Of-Name-calling.htm
http://bullying.about.com/od/Effects/fl/4-Reasons-Why-Ostracism-Is-So-Painful.htm
http://stress.about.com/od/relationships/a/conflict_res.htm
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NOTICE TO ALL DISTRICT RESIDENTS:  The school newsletter is not sent to all box holders.  It is sent home with students 

and copies will be put in the banks and post offices in the District as well as Pedretti’s in Genoa, Pronto in De Soto, at the Red 

Mound Store and Stoddard Kwik Trip.  It will also be on the district website at http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/.  Please contact us at 

648-0102 if you want to receive a copy of the Newsletter. 

Contact Numbers 
 

District Office (608) 648-0102 

Middle/High School Office (608) 648-0100 

Stoddard Elementary (608) 457-2101 

Prairie View Elementary (608) 648-2227 

School Counselor   

MS/HS [M/W/F] (608) 648-0115 

Prairie View Elementary [T] (608) 648-2227 

Stoddard Elementary [Th] (608) 457-2101 

Transportation Office (608) 648-3830 

Special Education Director (608) 648-0107 

Athletic Director (608) 648-0113  

WEATHER UPDATE INFORMATION 

Should weather, highway, or special conditions require the cancellation 

or shortening of the school day, this information will be broadcast over 

the following radio and TV stations. Notices will also be displayed on 

the District’s web site as appropriate. In some instances the parent 

email or “Remind” notifications may be utilized: 

WKTY      La Crosse      580 AM         Channel—8      La Crosse     TV 

WIZM      La Crosse       1410 AM       Channel—19    La Crosse     TV  

WRQT     La Crosse        95.7 FM        Channel—7      Waterloo      TV 

WLCX      La Crosse      1490 AM 

WLXR      La Crosse      104.9 FM 

WPRE      Prairie              980 FM 

WVRQ     Viroqua          1360 AM 

WVRQ     Viroqua          102.3 FM 

KNEI        Waukon         1140 FM 

Important Information 

Attendance Reminder:  Attendance at school is essential to the successful completion of an education. Good communication     

between school and home regarding absences is a major responsibility for the school and the parent/guardian. Part of the school’s 

mission is to teach students good work habits, which includes regular attendance. All attendance matters (signing in or out, special 

leave requests, passes to leave school, reporting absences, etc.) are handled at each school’s office. Please report all absences by 

10:00am by calling your child’s school.  If we do not hear from you, we will attempt to contact you to verify the absence. If no    

contact occurs, the absence will be considered unexcused. 

If your child arrives late for school:  Please send a note with your child or call your school’s office.  Middle and High school    

students, upon arrival will sign in and get a pass for class. Elementary students should report to the office for attendance purposes.  

If your child needs to leave school during the school day:  Please send a note with your student in the morning if they are to leave 

school during the day and have them bring the note to the school office before school starts in the morning.   This will help to reduce 

class interruptions.  You will need to sign your student out unless they are a high school student and have been given permission by 

you to drive themselves. Upon returning to school, the student is to sign in at the office and they will receive a pass to return to class.  

Homework Requests:  If you wish to request homework, please let the office know when you call in the absence. 

http://www.desoto.k12.wi.us/

